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ii  PREFACE- 

<£  to  fee  this  fubjeft  re-conlidered,  \ 
•££  and  the  doubts  which  prefented 
££  themfelves  to  him  cleared  up  by 
££  experience ; or  that  a practice 
££  fomewhat  different  from  that 
£C  generally  adopted  fhould  be  re- 
££  commended.” 

After  confidering  the  different 
opinions  of  fome  of  the  principal 
writers  who  have  treated  on  apo- 
plexies and  palfies,  and  the  effe<5ts  1 
of  the  remedies  in  general  ufe  for 
the  cure  of  them  ; I have  been  led, 
from  the  confufion  in  which  I 
found  the  fubjccl  involved,  to  make 
a new  arrangement,  and  to  diftin- 
guifli  the  different  fpecies  of  thefe 
maladies  ; by  which  we  are  able  to 
point  out  when  opium,  and  when 
other  ftimulant  fedatives  are  proper, 

when  they  ought  not  to  be  ufed, 

apd 

. 


and  when  other  remedies  ought  to 
have  preference  ; and  it  is  hoped 
the  regulation  we  have  made,  will 
remove  that  embarrafTmcnt  the 
reader  muft  manifeftly  labour  un- 
der, in  the  common  defcription  of 
thefe  difeafes ; writers  having,  in 
the  catalogue  of  fymptoms,  not 
omitted  to  collect  thofe  which  be- 
long to  other  complaints ; nor  will 
the  intelligent  reader  be  difpleafed 
with  feeing  that  the  pra&ice  re- 
commended, arofe  from  accidental 
obfervation,  inftead  of  reafoning 
a priori  on  the  fubjedt. 
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In  the  following  commentary, 
we  confider  the  brain  diffufed 
through  and  over  every  fibre  in  the 
whole  body,  making  one  continued 
and  connetted  fubftance,  in  the 
manner  defcribed  in  a differtation 
we  have  elfewhere  written  on  the 
brain  and  nerves.  Hence  the 
well-known  confent  of  parts  we 
fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  of, 

and 


vi  P R E F A C E. 

-and  confequently  we  ufe  the  words 
brain  and  nerves  fynonymoufly, 
both  being  comprehended  in  the 
bratnular  Jyfiem . Nor  will  the  in- 
troduction of  a new  term,  I ap- 
prehend, be  thought  improper, 
when  we  call  to  mind  that  even  fo 
late  a writer  as  Monro>  found  ’it 
neceflary,  to  explain  what  he  meant 
by  the  words  nervous  fyftem ; 
whereas  the  term  we  have  chofen, 
according  to  the  above  ideas,  at 
once  explains  itfelf. 

The  words  irritate  and  fti??iulate 
are  commonly  ufed  as  fynonymous 
terms ; but  in  this  commentary 
they  are  employed  with  very  dif- 
ferent meanings.  To  irritate  is  to 
fret  and  inflame,  or  at  leafl:  it  has 
a tendency  to  inflame ; whereas  to 
ft  muriate , is  to  warm,  cherifh,  and 

exhilarates 
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exhilarate,  without  fretting  and  in- 
flaming.— Seeing  there  are  ftimu- 
lants  without  any  fedative  proper- 
ty*, and  vice  verfaf,  we  have  ufed 
the  term  ftimulant  fedative , when 
the  remedy  pofleffes  both  thefe  qua- 
lities. 


* Witnefs  many  cordials 

t Lead  is  a powerful  fedative,  without  any  ftinuw 
Jant  property. 
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Requirebatur  cbgnita  apoplexiie  hiftoria,  ante« 
“ quam  de  paralyfi  vel  caro,  ageretur.” 

Baron  Van  Swieten. 


PART  The  FIRST.  SECTION  the  FIRST. 

A brief  Hijlorical  Account  of  Apoplexies 
in  general . 


rpHE  Greek  word  A7ro7rA>;!fa»  ufed  by 
A Hippocrates,  Aretaeus,  and  other 
Greek  writers  from  AtroTr^ruxau,  to  ftrike 
fuddenly,  was  tranflated  morbus  attoni- 
tus  *,  or  more  commonly  fideratio  by  the 
>atins,  and  apoplexy,  ftroke,  or  blafting 


• Celfus,  lib,  3.  cap.  26, 

B a 


H 
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O-  . , 

by  the  Englifh.  But  this  appellation  does 
not  particularize  any  one  difeafe,  and  of 
courfe  thofe  who  have  explained  it,  often 
comprehend,  in  their  account,  a variety 
of  complaints. 

Nervous  It  feems,  however,  to  be  a fudden  * af- 
in^hT/’  f eft  ion  in  the  brainular  fyftem,  by  which 
3s  the  vltal  principle  is  more  or  lefs  injured, 
the  body.  arKj  a i0fs  0f  fenfe  and  motion,  except  in 

the  thorax  and  heart,  and  the  veflels  con- 
nefted  with  the  heart,  follow  -f.  But  to 
'have  clear  ideas  how  it  came  to  pafs  that 

different 


, * Caelius  Aurelianus,  whofe  book  is  a fhort  com- 
ment on  former  writers,  fays,  “ Apoplexia  di&a  eft, 
“ quod  tanquam  ex  letali  percuflu  repentinum  faciat 
tc  cafum.  Eft  autem  oppreffio  fiaepe  fine  febribus, 
“ rcpentina,  et  quae  fine  febribus  fenfu  privet  cor- 
“ pora,  femper  celerrima,  & nunquam  tarda  efie  pro- 
“ batur.”  De  morb.  acut.  lib.  3.  cap.  5. 

t The  fccretions,  in  fome  degree,  are  carried  om 
for  fome  time,  after  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe, 
and  profufe  fweating  frequently  accompanies.  I have 
known  afla  foetida  clyfters  bring  on  a violent  fweaf, 
but  without  any  relief  to  the  patient ; all  which  feema 
to  fhew,  that  the  lefler  order  of  veflels  do  not  ceafe  to 
...  ” perform 


and  Paralytic  jflffetticns. 

different  comatofe  difeafes  have  been  called 
apoplexy,  we  muft  confult  Hippocrates, 
our  firft  writer,  and  for  this  purpofe  we 
will  colleft  together  into  one  reading,  his 
fcattered  account  of  this  malady  j remem- 
bering that  he  fpeaks  of  apoplexy  and 
palfy  by  the  fame  name:  wherefore,  it 
feems  proper  to  take  a view  of  his  opinion 
before  we  proceed,  becaufe  it  will  expofe 
the  fource  of  error,  and  is  not,  I believe, 
generally  known. 

He  fays,  ■ f * A perfon  in  health  is  fud- 
“ denly  feized  with  a pain  about  the  head, 
*{  the  voice  is  immediately  intercepted, 
“ he  fnores  and  gapes,  and  if  fpoken  to 
“ or  moved,  he  only  fighs ; is  infenfible, 
“ and  makes  a great  deal  of  water  with- 

■ 

“ out  knowing  of  it.  If  he  becomes  mute 
“ and  fnores,  he  dies  within  feven  days, 

perform  their  office,  fo  long  as  a circulation  .is  carried 
on  through  the  arterial  fyftem,  which  may  readily  be 
accounted  for  by  the  do&rine  advanced  in  our  medi- 
cal furgery,  vol.  i.  p.  306. 

* Dc  morb.  lib.  2.  fc£t.  21.  aphor,  51.  lib.  6. 

B 3 “ unlefs 
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§ 

tc  unlefs  a fever  comes  on,  and  then  he 
f*  generally  recovers 

This  kind  of  difeafe  more  generally 
ft  happens  to  people  advanced  in  years  -J% 
“ than  to  young  fubje&s  j but  the  moft 
“ ufual  time  of  attack,  is  betwixt  forty 
“ and  fixty  years  of  age.  It  is  more  com- 
**  mon  in  winter  and  rainy  feafons.  The 
?*  brain  fuffers  and  becomes  morbid,  and 
“ if  it  be  eroded,  fuftains  a violent  de- 

u rangementj  hence  delirium,  the  brain 

* 

“ is  convulfed,  and  involves  the  whole 
man  in  the  fame  perturbation  ; he  be- 
?*  comes  incapable  of  fpeaking,  and  fuf- 
f‘  focation  enfues  t.” 

• •*  • T> 


places,  but  we  do  not  find  it  holds  good  in  this  cli- 
mate ; perhaps  it  may  allude  to  the  palfy,  of  which 
yve  fhall  take  notice  in  ifs  place. 

f On  the  contrary,  fee  Dr.  Falconer’s  account^ 
Lond.  Med,  Society,  vol,  2. 

t Lib.  de  glandulis,  No.  9.  To  underhand  thi^ 
paffage  properly,  the  preceding  part  of  }his  bqok 
fhould  be  read,  and  we  will  beg  leave  to  offer  a tranf- 


aud  Paralytic  AffeElions. 

At  the  fpring  and  autumn,  a metaftafis 
}n  attrabiliary  diforders  is  dangerous,  and 
indicates  apoplexy,  fpafms,  mania,  or 

lation  of  fo  much  of  it  as  concerns  the  fubjefl,  in 
hope  of  affording  pleafure  to  an  inquifitive  mind, 
when  the  original,  or  a Latin  tranflation  may  not  be 
at  hand. 

Hippocrates,  in  his  book  on  the  glands,  properly 
fo  called,  after  deferibing  the  fituation,  ftru&ure,  ufe, 
and  difeafes,  proceeds  to  make  fome  obfervations  on 
the  brain  ; which  he  confidefs  as  having  a neat  re-? 
femblance  to  the  glands,  in  its  form  and  ufes ; and 
then  goes  on  to  obferve,  “ that  difeharges,  by  fecre- 
tion  from  the  head,  take  place  naturally,  according 
**  to  fome  one  of  thefe  three  ways. — By  the  ears,  by 
“ the  eyes,  or  by  the  noftrils.  There  are  others  by 
**  the  palate  into  the  throat  and  ftomach;  others  by 
“ the  veins  into  the  fpinal  marrow,  and  the  blood. — 
Seven  in  all. — Thefe  difeharges,  while  they  con- 
“ tinue,  purge  the  head,  and  when  they  are  fup- 
“ prefTed,  difeafe  is  the  confequencc.  The  fame 
“ happens  in  other  parts  of  the  body  but  if  they 
“ make  their  way  internally,  and  not  externally,  and 
“ meet  with  much  internal  obftrudtion,  the  acrid 
“ parts  of  the  rheum,  if  the  brain  emits  any,  re-? 
“ mains,  and  corrodes  and  exulcerates  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  defluxions  j and  if  an  abundant  and  continued 
flow  of  humours  comes  on,  the  difeharge  cannot 
B 4 “ terminate^ 
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blindnefs  *.  They  who  are  rendered  in- 
firm, through  a wound  in  the  body,  if  a 
fever  unattended  with  a rigor  fucceeds, 
are  reftored  j but  if  no  fever  enfues,  an 
apoplexy  of  the  right  or  left  fide  is  the 
confequence  ;f.  If  apople&ic  patients 
<c  are  attacked  with  the  piles,  the  fympr 
tom  is  favourable,  if  with  chilling  and 

* *■  z i - 

r 

“ terminate,  till  the  whole  of  the  defcending  matter 
“ be  exhaufted.  For  as  the  humours  which  flow  iq 
“ are  difcharged,  others  are  received  in  their  room, 
et  become  aflimilated  to  the  humours  they  meet  with, 
and  produce  difeafes  ; and  thus  both  thefe,  if  not 
“ attended  to,  enervate  the  conftitution,  and  bring 
tc  on  grievous  and  ftubborn  maladies. 

lt  In  this  ftate”  the  defluxions  deferibed,  tc  are 
tc  attended  with  much  danger,  and  become  preter- 
<{  naturally  and  unufually  morbid.  The  brain  itfelf 
“ alfo  fufFers,  in  the  manner  above  recited,  and  this 
tc  affe&ion  is  denominated  an  apoplexy.”  When  great 
defluxions  did  not  produce  acrid  rheum,  the  confe- 
quence he  deferibes  feems  to  be  idiotifm  ; after 
which,  he  fpeaks  of  the  ophthalmy,  and  of  deflux- 
ions, about  the  ears,  and  in  the  inteftines. 

* Aphor.  55  & 56.  lib.  6. 

| An  inftance  of  the  apoplexy  and  palfy  having 
this  time  one  general  name. 
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*c  torpor,  it  is  a bad  fign.  In  apople&ic 
*e  complaints,  if  fvveating  enfaes,  upon 
**  difficult  refpiration,  it  is  fatal.  Again, 
ft  if  in  the  fame  maladies  a fever  takes 
“ place,  the  diforder  terminates,  or  when 
they  come  on  fuddenly,  and  after  a 
^ length  of  time,  terminate  in  a conti- 
M nual  fever,  they  are  mortal  *.  Perfons 
?*  affli6ted  with  pains  in  the  head,  noife 
ft  in  the  ears,  dizzinefs,  flownefs  of  fpeech, 
“ and  a torpor  in  the  hands,  unaccom* 
“ panied  with  fever,  may  be  expe£ted  to 
<c  be  attacked,  either  with  the  apoplexy; 
“ epilepfy,  or  idiotifm.’' 

tc  It  is  impoffible  to  cure  a vehement 
4<  apoplexy  • nor  is  a weak  one  very  eafily 
cured”  ]|.  Hence  we  fee,  in  the  days 
of  this  writer,  the  nervous  apoplexy,  the 
apoplexy  from  defluxions,  and  the  palfy, 
were  all  deferibed  under  one  general  name. 
The  only  didindion  made  is  in  their  de- 

* Coa&.  pranot.  3s.  52  5c  feq.  5c  2s.  6>. 

| Aphor.  42.  lib.  2$. 

gl’CC 
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Galen, 

snd  the 

labfe^ 

^iient 

Greek 

writers. 


gree  of  violence } and  hence  the  confab 
lion,  we  (hall  meet  with  in  pra&ice, 
arofe. 

Galen  fays,  “ an  apoplexy  is  a palfy 
“ of  the  whole  body,”  and,  being  fond 
of  theorifing,  imagined  it  to  arife  from  a 
fudden  colluvies  of  pituita,  or  a thick  cold 
phlegm,  filling  the  ventricles  of  the  brain, 
except  betwixt  the  age  of  forty  and  fixty, 
and  then  a melancholic  humor  is  apt  to 
take  place.  It  is  an  acute  difeafe,  with- 
out a fever,  “ though  he  fpeaks  of  a hot,’ 
“ or  a warm  apoplexy,”  in  which  he  fays, 
“ if  a fever  comes  on,  it  is  not  eafily 
“ relieved.” 

“ It  is  more  common  to  old  men  than 
<c  any  other  diforder  ; becaufe  in  them  the 
brain  is  filled  with  a pituitous  humor. 
“ All  the  mufcles,  except  thofe  which 
“ lift  up  the  thorax,  become  deflitute  of 
“ motion  ; the  whole  body  is  deprived  of 
4t  both  fenfe  and  motion,  refpiration  only 
“ remaining,  and  when  this  is  flopped, 

“ it 

' r 
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A 

1/  it  is  a moft  acute  apoplexy*.”  Which 
doftrine  was  copied  by  /Etius  *f*  Paulus, 

+ and  all  the  fubfequent  Greek  writers, 
implicitly,  without,  as  far  as  I can  find, 
one  fa<5t  to  fupport  the  theory  advanced. 

Marinellus,  in  his  learned  commen- 
tary on  Hippocrates,  from  the  pafTage 
we  have  quoted  above,  and  a pafTage  in  Ga- 
len, refpe&ing  chronic  apoplexies,  divides 
this  difeafe  into  two  kinds,  the  acute,  of  a 
hot  nature,  and  called  ftrong,  the  other 
weak,  chronic,  and  cold.  The  acute,  or 
firong,  was  faid  to  arife  from  an  acrid, 
and  the  chronic  from  a thick  pituitou$. 
attrabiliary  defluxion  ; in  which  diftinc- 

tions  the  apoplexy  and  palfy  are  defcribed 

* 

under  one  general  name.  Hence  we  fee 
how  it  came  to  pafs,  that  Hippocrates 
called  a local  palfy  of  the  leg,  and  an  he- 

* Thofe  who  with  to  fee  from  whence  this  reading 
is  made,  will  fave  themfelves  much  trouble,  if  they 
ii  hive  recourfe  to  Lacuna’s  Epitome  Gaieni. 

f Cap.  27.  Serum  2. 

\ Lib.  3.  cap.  18, 

ipiplegia 
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miplegia,  an  apoplexy,  and  why  Galen? 
affirmed  them  both  to  be  of  the  fame 
kind. 

The  opinion,  however,  of  Marinellus 
was  not  attended  to,  for  what  iEtius  and 
Paulus  had  copied  from  Galen,  about  cold, 
thick  phlegm  being  the  caufe  of  every 
kind  of  apoplexy,  was  handed  down  to 
about  the  time  of  Fernelius  *,  who  de- 
nied that  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  are 
in  this  difeafe  either  filled  or  obftru&ed 
with  this  kind  of  humour,  and  gives  it 
as  his  opinion,  from  reafoning  upon  the 
fubjetty  that  it  is  brought  on  “ by  the  ar- 
“ teries  of  the  brain  being  compreffed  or 
14  obftrudted. — Whence  the  heart  does'not 
“ receive  the  fpirits  ufually  fent  to  it,  and 
“ fenfe  and  motion  perifh.” 
io5jnaiT  Afterwards,  Hoffman  adopted  the  opi- 
nion about  the  ferous  and  fanguineous 
(haemorrhagia  cerebri)  apoplexy,  in  which 
he  fuppofes  tc  by  the  compreffion,  thus 
“ made  upon  the  brain,  the  fecretion 

t- Dc  abditis  rerum  cau£s,'  lib.  2.  p.  86. 

“ and 
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«*  and  diftribution  of  that  fubtle  fluid 
« through  the  nerves,  elfential  to  fenfe 
te  and  motion,  is  not  only  impeded,  but 
« the  circulation  of  the  blood  through 
“ the  brain  is  difturbed,  and  interrupted. 
“ Hence  both  animal  and  vital  adlions 
fC  languifh,  and  in  a fhort  time  are  to- 
f‘  tally  extinguifhed.” 

Thefe  opinions  were  copied  and  adopt- 
ed by  the  Baron  Van  Swieten  *,  and  it 
is  worth  obferving,  that  notwithftanding 
he  very  properly  defines  an  apoplexy,  and 
tells  us  that  perfons  feized  with  it,  “ fall 
,c  down  at  once,  as  if  ftruck  by  a fudden 
“ blow,  in  the  fame  manner  as  a bullock 
<c  knocked  down  with  a butcher’s  ax,” 
yet  like  molt  of  thofe  who  have  gone 
before  him  •f-,  he  defines  one  difeafe,  and 
immediately  treats  of  another.  And  thefe 
principles,  in  one  form  or  other,  have 
continued  to  this  day. 

* Com.  Sc£t.  107. 

t Aurelianus,  Etmuller,  and  perhaps  a few  others, 
are  exceptions. 
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There  is  a late  exception,  indeed,  iif 
Cullen  *,  who,  after  adopting  the  doftrind 
of  compreflion,  thinks  it  probable,  “ that 
“ this  diforder  does  not  always  depend  upon 
“ that  caufe,  but  fome times  upon  a certain 
“ jl ate  of  immobility  of  the  nervous  power, 
produced  by  certain  circumjlances  in  the 
“ nervous  fyfem  itfelf,  which  feems  to  be 
*l  communicated  from  one  part  of  the  body  to 
“ another f and  whether  this  does  not 
always  happen  in  the  nervous  apoplexy* 
will  hereafter  appear. 

* Firft  lines  1051.  vol.  3.  p.  161 
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PARTI.  SECTION  II. 

On  the  vehement , or  fir  ft  Species  of  nervous 

Apoplexy* 

TT  AV I N G pointed  out,  that  various 
and  very  different  diforders  have  been 
called  apoplexies,  even  by  Hippocrates 
himfelf ; we  now  mean  an  attempt  to 
diftinguifh  them  from  each  other,  and  to 
fhew  the  methods  of  cure,  which  we  have 
found  moft  fuccefsful,  under  different  cir- 
cumftances. 

By  apoplexy  in  the  prefent  inflance; 
we  wifh  to  be  underflood  to  fpeak  of  that 
diforder,  in  which  the  patient  falls  down 
fuddenly,  as  if  he  were  thunder-flruck, 
into  a profound  fleep,  with  fnoring  and 
fonorous  refpiration.  He  is  deflitute  of 
motion,  except  in  the  thorax  and  heart. 
•—Is  infenfible,  and  has  a hard,  full,  dis- 
ordered pulfe,  accompanied  foon  with  a 

relaxedj  or  dilated  countenance,  and  a 

/•  *•'  — 

flufiling 
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flufhing  in  the  face.  There  are  other 


fymptoms  which  often  attend,  that  are 
common  to  other  diforders  ; but  thefe  are 
the  leading  features  of  the  complaint  we 
mean  fird  to  defcribe. 

The  fnoring  and  fonorous  refpiration, 
are  pathognomonic  fymptoms  of  the  dU 
feale,  and  profound  deep,  infenfibility, 
&c.  without  them,  do  not  characterize 
the  malady.  Cullen  fays,  “ the  fterto- 
“ rous  breathing  is  not  always  prefent,  even 
“ in  the  mod  complete  form,  or  the  mod 
“ violent  degree  of  this  difeafe  * j”  and 
accordingly  omits  it  in  his  definition* 
But  to  have  made  this  obfervation  ufeful, 
the  kind  of  apoplexy,  he  had  in  view, 
fhould  have  been  fpecified ; for  though 
it  is  true  there  are  violent  apoplexies,  in 
which  thefe  fymptoms  do  not  appear,  yet 
we  mud  remember,  that  Hippocrates,  in 
the  5 1 Aphorifm  of  his  fixth  book,  feems 
to  notice  the  dertorous  breathin 


* Firft  lines. 
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leading  fymptom  * : and  Galen,  in  his 
fecond  comment,  Aphorifm  42.  confiders 
violent  refpiration  as  a fymptom  denoting 
the  greateft  and  moft  acute  apoplexy  5 
and  all  the  writers,  I have  feen,  except 
Cullen,  coincide  with  them  in  opinion. 
Wherefore  we  apprehend  Cullen  does  not 
allude  to  that  difeafe,  of  which  we  are 
treating,  but  to  fome  other,  we  fhall 
hereafter  have  occafion  to  mention. 

The  apoplexy,  then,  before  us,  we  con- 
fider  to  be  a difeafe  fui  generis , arifing 
from  an  internal  caufe,  becaufe  it  has 
peculiar  fymptoms  : it  does  not  always 
originate  in  the  head,  as  has  been  ima- 
gined, but  alfo  in  the  vifcera  of  the  tho- 
rax or  abdomen,  or  both  together.  It 
apparently  happens  to  thofe  polfefling  a 
morbid  irritability,  [occafioned  by  fome 
kind  of  affection  in  the  brain  itfelf,  or 
fome  other  part  of  the  brainular  fyftem  -f, 

!*  See  alfo  lib.  2.  de  morbis. 

t It  may  be  remembered,  that  in  the  firft  volume 
of  our  Medical  Surgery,  p.  180,  we  described  a 
i difeafe  in  the  diffufed  brain,  which  brought  on  the 
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which  conftitutes  what  we  call,  an  apo-- 
pledtic  diathefis ; and  we  have  for  that 
reafon  named  it  the  firft  fpecies  of  ner- 
vous apoplexy,  becaufe  we  have  difco- 
vered  that  plethora,  extravafations  of 
blood,  or  red  ferum,  or  the  polypi,  we 
fometimes  find  in  differing  the  brain, 
are  not  the  caufe  of  this,  but  the  caufe 
or  confequence  of  other  maladies  *,  we 
fliall  hereafter  fpeak  of,  which  require  a 
different  treatment. 

This  I was  led  to  conceive  from  feeing, 
that  turgid  veins  may  happen  in  the 
brain,  and  that  extravafated  blood,  or 
ferum,  in  large  quantities,  may  be  lodged 
upon  this  fubflance,  or  betwixt  its  fold- 
ings, without  producing  the  fymptoms 
we  have  defcribed. 

% * ■ • t . * * * 

■ CASE  I. 

The  butler,  in  the  abfence  of  a family, 
having  wafted  the  great  eft  part  of  the 

tctanos.  Perhaps  fomething  fimilar  may  bring  on  an 
apoplcflic  diathefis. 

* See  Coma. 
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Wine  under  his  care,  determined  to  evade 
the  confequences  of  an  inquiry,  which  he 
had  reafon  to  expert  would  foon  happen, 
by  putting  a period  to  his  exigence.  For 
this  purpofe  he  loaded  a piftol,  but  being 
fearful  of  pain,  tied  a thick  wet  cloth 
many  doubles  round  his  head,  through 
which  the  ball  did  not  pafs,  tho’  the  piftol 
was  clofe  applied  when  fired.  That  fide  ' 
of  the  head  however  was  much  bruifed, 
the  fcull  llightly  fradured,  and  though 
he  had  the  afiiftance  of  a furgeon  before 
1 faw  him,  he  died  on  the  third  day. 

The  day  following  Mr.  Spender  and 
myfelf  opened  the  head,  and  were  fur- 
prized  on  finding  every  part  of  the  fcull 
full  of  coagulated  blood.  Every  inter- 
face, in  the  fubftance  of  the  brain  and 
cerebellum,  was  filled  with  it ; yet  though 
he  dropped  down  at  firft,  and  was  ftupid 
for  awhile,  he  recovered  his  fenfes,  and 
remained  without  any  apopledic  fymp- 
toms.  He  talked  very  fenfiblv  when 
fpoken  to,  till  within  a few  hours  of  his 

C 2 death. 
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death,  which  event  I imagine  was  occa- 
honed  by  the  concufiion  and  derangement 
the  brain  had  fuffered  ; for  though  it  has 
been  ufual  in  concuflions,  to  afcribe  the 
death  of  the  patient  to  the  blood  we 
meet  with  upon  opening  the  fcull,  yet  it 
is  eafy  to  prove,  that  the  extravafation  is  j 
not  the  caufe,  but  the  confeqoence  of  the 
caufe  of  death. 

A man  received  a violent  blow  upon  1 
the  head  with  a large  hedge  hake,  and  5 
inftantly  complained  of  violent  pain  all  I c 
over  it,  faid  he  Ihould  die  if  he  was  not  • ' 
immediately  bled,  and  he  did  die  in  a very 
little  time,  before  any  afliftance  could  be  i 
procured.  Upon  opening  the  fcull  at 
the  coroner’s  inqueft,  we  found  a cake 
of  arterial  blood  betwixt  the  dura  and 
pia  mater,  about  the  thicknefs  and  fize 
of  half  a crown  ; but  as  the  pain  was 
inftantaneous,  before  any  blood  could  be 
difcharged  from  the  ruptured  veffel,  and 
the  quantity,  in  the  fituation  we  found  it, 
inefficient  to  deftroy  life  in  fo  fliort  a 

time,  ■ 
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time,  I afcribed  his  death  not  to  the  co- 
agula,  but  to  the  concuflion  the  brain 
underwent  from  the  violence  of  the  blow. 
When  an  ox  is  knocked  down  by  a 
I butcher,  he  inftantly  becomes  fenfelefs 
'from  the  concuflion  before  any  extrava- 
i fated  blood  can  happen,  and  death  is  in- 
dependent of  the  rupture  of  the  velTels  we 
meet  with  upon  opening  the  head.  Is  it  not 
alfo  often  the  confequence  of  concuflions 
of  the  brain,  where  upon  difle&ion  extra- 
vafation  of  any  kind  is  not  to  be  found  ? 

Thefe  obfervations  put  me  upon  a new 
train  of  thinking  about  apoplexies.  I was 
led  to  look  back  upon  the  cafes  which 
had  pafl"ed  my  notice  conne&ed  with  the 
fubjeft ; and  the  refult  of  my  inquiry 
was,  that  erroneous  opinions  had  been 
irawn  from  appearance,  in  the  difledtion 
af  dead  bodies. 
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: ■ i ; > ' 

C A S E II. 

A keeper  in  the  foreft  of  Needwood 
was  fet  upon  by  fome  deer-ftealers,  who 
beat  him  violently  on  the  head  with  their 
weapons  ; he  inftantly  became  inf?nfible, 
an  hemiplegia  feized  his  right  fide,  he, 
was  delirious,  and  flept,  but  without 
either  fnoring  or  fonorous  refpiration. 

Several  days  paffed  before  I faw  him,' 
and  as  no  chirurgical  treatment  had  been  I 
purfued,  I laid  the  fcull  bare,  but  neither 
fradture  or  filTure  could  be  found.  Suf- 
pedting  the  contents  of  the  cranium  to 
be  injured,  a trephine  was  applied  on 
each  fide  the  fagittal  future  ; the  dura 
mater  was  found  black  from  blood  ftag- 
nating  in  its  veffels  and  fibres,  and  dif- 
tended  much  by  a fluid  underneath.  Upon  ) 
dividing  this  membrane  with  a lancet,  a | 
confiderable  quantity  both  of  coagulated 
blood,  and  bloody  ferum  were  difcharged  \ ‘ 
por  did  this  kind  of  evacuation  ceafe  of 

a weefc  | 
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a week  or  ten  days,  but  at  laft  gradually 
decreafing,  the  patient  got  perfe&ly  well, 
and  was  able  to  fhoot  his  deer  as  ufual ; 
which  I think  would  not  have  happened, 
if  prefTure  from  extravafated  blood  had 
been  capable  of  producing  an  apoplexy. 

In  the  prefent  in  dance,  I look  upon 
the  infenfibility  and  hemiplegia  to  be 
owing  to  concuflion,  bccaufe  they  im- 
mediately took  place,  and  the  difcharge 
from  the  opening  probably  unloaded  the 
veffels,  &c.  and  prevented  putrefadion  in 
the  membranes  and  brain.  Indeed  I have 
opened  the  heads  of  feveral  who  died  of 
fradured  fculls,  in  which  the  veins  were 
turgid,  and  more  or  lefs  coagulated  blood 
was  found  j and  yet  I do  not  remember 
to.  have  feen  one  of  them  die  with  the 
apopledic  fymptoms  defcribed. 

The  fame  may  be  laid  of  extravafated 
ferum  in  the  brain,  or  betwixt  the  dura 
and  pia  mater,  for  have  not  we  in  con- 
j cuffions  of  the  brain  many  inftances  of 
i(  this  fort  without  an  apoplectic  fymptom 
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appearing  ? In  the  hydrocephalus  I believe 
we  never  , meet  with  apopie&ic  fymp- 
toms  *,  notwithftanding  there  are  fome- 
times  great  effufions,  or  colledtions  of 
lymph,  and  fometimes  large  cyfts  full  of 
water  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain. 

In  abfcefies  of  the  brain,  which  are 
fometimes  long  in  forming,  I have  feen 
the  patient  lefs  difturbed  than  could  be 
imagined,  though  an  enormous  quantity 
of  matter  was  difcharged,  upon  opening 
the  fcull  after  death  ; nor  at  the  clofmg 
of  the  fcene  is  the  patient  fubjedt  to  pro- 
found fleep,  accompanied  with  a relaxed 
countenance,  fnoring,  and  fonorous  re- 
fpiration  -f*. 

Even  in  fra&ures  of  the  fcull,  where 
we  are  certain  that  compreflion  takes  place 

* We  read  of  the  apoplexia  hydrocephaleia,  but 
Whytt,  p.  ir,  much  more  properly  called  it  a cema, 
arifing  from  a dropfy  in  the  brain,  whether  acute  or 
chronic.  See  Coma,  fed.  6th. 

f This  is  confirmed  by  Sir  John  Pringle,  in  his 
diffedions  of  thofe  who  died  of  malignant  fevers. 


Ob.  part  3.  chap.  6.  fed.  4.  p.  257. 
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from  the  bone  being  depreffed,  we  do  not 
meet  with  thofe  fymptoms  ; vomiting, 
coma,  grinding  of.  the  teeth,  an  hemiple- 
gia, and  delirioufnefs,  being  the  principal 
figns  which  accompany  the  injury  done 
to  the  brain. 

Indeed,  there  are  abundance  of  indances 
which  fhew,  that  extravafated  blood  and 
ferum  do  not  caufe  apoplexies.  Mr.  Pott’s 
cafes,  in  his  obfervations  on  injuries  of 
the  head,  afford  ample  proofs  ; and  in 
particular  I have  turned  over  Morgagni’s 
diffe&ions,  where  it  is  eafy  to  difcover, 
that  the  caufe  of  death  was  previous  to 
the  extravafations  he  met  with.  In  one 
inftance  hcconfelfes,  “ that  the  cerebrum 
41  and  cerebellum  were  extremely  loft, 
44  and,”  he  fays,  44  the  brain  never  feems 
“ to  be  more  corroded,  than  when  large 
44  and  preternatural  cavities  are  found 
41  wdthin  its  fubftance  in  this  difeafe,  full 
44  of  blood,  with  parieties  fo  horribly 
44  lacerated  and  bloody,  there  is  nothing 

they  more  effectually  refemble  than 

deep, 
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" deep,  corroded  ulcers  of  the  external 
tc  parts*.”  Thefe  he  conje&ures  arofe 
from  Anuerifms,  which  fuddenly  broke, 
and  killed  the  patient;  but  iurely,  were 
they  of  a fize  fufficient  for  this  purpofe, 
would  they  not  have  occafioned  death  be- 
fore that  period  ? Abfceffes  and  ulcers  of 
the  brain,  accompanied  with  extra  va- 
fated  blood,  may  be  formed  a confiderable 
time  before  they  deftroy  the  patient,  and 
thefe,  no  doubt,  were  not  fudden  affec- 
tions, but  a work  of  time  -f*. 

In  the  ftxth  volume  of  the  London 
Medical  Inquiries,  I think  we  have  deci- 
five  evidence  of  red  ferum,  &c.  when  ex- 
travafated,  not  being  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
eafe  in  queftion  ; for  in  a young  gentle- 
man, whofe  head  was  opened,  after  his 
death,  by  Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  Martin  Wall, 
and  Mr.  Longford,  “ the  membranes, 
“ covering  the  brain  were  found  tenfe 
“ and  difcoloured,  accompanied  with  a 
“ large  exudation  of  ferum,  tinged  with 

* Vol.  i.  lib.  I.  + See  Coma. 

<’  “ blood. 
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tt  blood.  Upon  turning  back  the  dura 
“ mater,  the  bloody  ferum  flowed  more 
« plentifully,  the  red  fuffufion  was  difco- 
“ vered  all  over  the  furfacc  of  the  brain 
“ itfelf,  and  upon  barely  cutting  into  the 
“ ventricles,  there  poured  out  a very  un- 
“ ufual  quantity  of  lymph  and  yet 
this  difeafe,  which  had  continued  a long 
time,  ended  without  any  apopledtic  fymp- 
toms  j which  fully  confutes  the  opinion 
of  Mead,  who  fuppofes  a watery  red  hu- 
mor tran hiding  from  the  blood,  to  be  the 
caufe  of  this  complaint,  and  at  the  fame 
time  brings  to  mind  an  obfervation  made  by 
Etmullei  *,  who  fays,  “ the  ancients  de- 
“ rived  the  caufe  of  an  apoplexy  from  a 
‘c  collection  of  ferum  in  the  ventricles  of 
“ the  brain,  but  it  appears  from  anato- 
mical  difledfions,  that  the  brain  of  apo- 
<c  plectic  perfons  is  not  always  molefled 
<c  with  any  fuch  matter.  Whereas  col- 
(t  ledlions  of  ferum  are  found  in  the  heads 
I f‘  of  thofe,  vyho  vyere  never  feized  with 
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“ an  apoplexy  in  ther  lives.”  Morgagni, 
in  his  fifth  letter,  treats  of  apoplexies, 
which  neither  arife  from  blood  or  ferum. 
And  laftly,  my  friend,  Mr.  Chefshire,  of 
Hinckley,  a man  to  be  depended  upon, 
and  whofe  (kill  in  anatomy  enabled  him 
to  detefr  any  morbid  appearances,  tells  me 
he  difTe&ed  many  who  died  of  apoplexies 
in  the  Middlefex  hofpital,  without  being 
able  to  difcover  any  extfavafations  either 
of  blood  or  ferum  in  the  ventricles  of  the 

i 

brain,  or  in  any  part  of  the  fcull  i from 
all  which  it  is  evident,  fome  other  caufe 
mud  exift,  that  occafions  the  nervous  or 
true  apoplexy,  after  which  we  fhall  pre- 
fently  inquire. 

In  this  light,  of  what  ufe  is  the  diftinc- 
tion  of  ferous  and  fanguineous  apoplexies, 
which  has  been  kept  alive  by  fyftematical 
writers,  in  oppofition  to  common  fenfe  ? 
For  if  we  were  even  to  allow  that  blood, 
or  ferum,  are  feparately  capable  of  bring- 
ing on  an  apoplexy,  it  does  not  follow  that 
the  one  or  the  other  of  them  is  always 

the 
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the  caufe  of  this  difeafe ; and  according- 
ly Morgagni  * is  obliged  to  acknowledge, 
that  this  divifion  is  imperfect,  becaufe 
apoplexies  arife  from  a variety  of  caufes ; 
and  it  was  for  this  reafon,  that  Berge- 
rius  no  way  approved  of  it,  that  Mal- 
phighius  held  it  in  contempt  -f.  And 
that  Dr.  Heberden  fays  it  is  a difference, 
not  eafy  to  be  feen,  and  hardly  ever  looked 
for  in  pra&ice 

Dr.  Mead,  however,  fays  Hippocrates,  Mead’J 

opinion 

gave  the  name  of  ltrong  to  the  fanguine-  of  this 
ous,  and  light  or  weak  to  the  ferous ; matcer* 
but  there  is  no  application  of  this  fort  in 
the  aphorifm  recited  §;  nor  has  he  af- 
fifted  pra&ice  in  copying  from  Baglivi, 
u that  the  fanguineous  requires  plentiful 
**  and  frequent  bleeding,  but  that  purg- 

* De  Apoplexia  Epif.  5. 
t See  Hoffman,  fe&.  6,  de  Apoplexia. 

% Med.  Tranf.  vol.  1,  p.  472—  Sennertus  kept  up 
ll  this  diftin&ion  improperly,  by  clafling  injuries  of 
the  head  with  Apoplexies.  De  Apoplexia,  cap.  33, 

1 lib.  1,  part  2. 

§ Aphor.  42.  fc&.  2. 
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“ » 

“ ing  is  more  requifite  in  the  pituitous  j’* 
for  though  this  fquares  theory  and  prac- 
tice well  together,  yet  he  omitted  to  de- 
fcribe  the  fymptoms  which  diftinguifh 
one  kind  from  the  other,  and  thus  left 
his  directions  unfinilhed  and  ufelefs;  for 
Hoffman’s  theory,  on  this  fubjedt,  does  not 
help  us  to  any  ufeful  information*.  Cul- 
Cuiien.  len  more  properly  obferves,  that  it  is 
a diftindtion  which  cannot  be  very  ufefully 
applied,  as  both  kinds  may  often  depend 
on  the  fame  caufe,  that  is,  a venous  ple- 
thora, and  therefore  require  very  nearly  the 
fame  method  of  cure;  and  fuch  diverfity  of 
opinions  will  ever  happen,  when  we  proceed 
upon  uncertain  or  imaginary  principles, 
for  does  it  not  appear,  that  the  true  apo- 
plexy is  not  produced  by  either  of  thefe 
caufes,  or  both  together,  and  that  the 
opinion  we  are  now  examining,  has  all 
along,  with  few  exceptions  only,  been  ef~ 
poufed  without  being  properly  inquired 
into  ? 


De  Apop'exia.  -J;  Firft  lines. 
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I think  it  is  generally  agreed  that 
wounds  of  the  cerebellum  fooner  or  later 
occafion  death ; it  has  happened  fo  in 
every  inftance  I have  feen,  and  it  is  well 
known,  the  humane  fowler,  having 
wounded  and  mutilated  his  bird,  inftantly 
brings  on  an  apoplexy,  which  puts  it  out 
of  pain  and  mifery,  by  piercing  the  cere- 
: bellum  with  a feather : nor  does  an  ab- 
fcefs,  while  forming  in  the  cerebellum  *, 
without  producing  an  apoplexy  contra- 
dict this  obfervation  j for  we  know  the 
nerves  may  be  gradually  ftretched,  with- 
out  bringing  on  any  fymptom  appertain- 
ing to  convulfions,  whereas  when  they 
fare  pricked,  or  otherwife  irritated,  ner- 
vous agitation  more  or  lefs  follows; 
whence  there  is  fome  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  the  nervous  apoplexy  has  it’s  feat 
principally  in  the  medullary,  and  coma- 
tofe  affections  in  the  cineritious  part  of 

| 

I the  brain  ; but  more  of  this  as  we  pro- 
ceed ; let  us  now  examine  whether  the 

* Ed,  Med.  Eflays.  VqI.  6th,  p.  106. 
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nervous  apoplexy  does  not  depend  upottt; 
fome  other  caufe,  than  comprcffion  or  ex-  i 
travafation  within  the  fcull,  ufually  af-  I 
figned  for  apoplexies  in  general. 

The  vertigo,  which  often  precedes  the  j 
apoplexy,  feems  to  be  the  lead:  or  loweft  1 
fymptom  of  this  difeafe,  and  it  it  well 
known,  is  often  brought  on  by  the  nerves 
of  the  llomach  being  irritated,  or  other- 
wife  offended,  in  thofe  habits  mold  pro-  | 
bably,  where  not  the  nerves  of  the  ffo- 
mach  alone,  but  the  whole  brainular  fyf- 
tem  has  acquired  a preternatural  degree  1 
of  irritability  j for  nervous  affections  are 
feldom,  if  ever,  local  *;  in  particular,  the 
nerves  of  the  abdominal  vifeera  have  a 
wonderful  power  over  the  whole  body; 
and  we  are  inclined  to  think  this  caufe 
of  the  vertigo  to  be  in  general  the  true 
one  becaule  by  removal  of  offending 
matter  from  the  ftomach,  and  by  giving 

* See  Diflert.  Brain  and  Nerves,  loc.  cit. 

I A vertigo  may  alio  arife  From  a difeaib  in  the 
head.  See  Coma, 
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l*ertiedies  which  allay  the  fpecies  of  ins- 
tability exifting,  we  often  cure  the  pa- 
ll tient. 

«'  » 

To  account  for  this  kind  of  apoplexy 
therefore,  it  is  only  neceffary  to  fuppofe 
the  nerves  of  the  ftomach  to  be  more  vio- 
lently affefred  under  an  apople&ic  dia- 
thefis,  and  that  this  affection  is  commu- 
nicated as  quick  as  lightning  along  the 
medullary  part  of  the  nerve  to  the  fame 
fubftance  in  the  head,  and  hence  an  apo- 
plexy, or  fudden  ftroke  is  produced.  In 
proof  that  fuch  a ftate  of  the  nerves 
fometimes  exifts,  we  may  call  to  mind  the 
ftate  of  thofe  in  a tetanos  *,  or  the  apo- 
ple&ic  or  fudden  death  of  children  in 
dentition,  owing  to  the  nerves  of  the 
gums  being  in  a ftate  of  tenfion  (as  we 
learn  by  the  effects  of  dividing  them) 
whence  the  whole  body  becomes  fo  very 
irritable,  that  the  clapping  to  of  a door  -f* 
haftily,  for  inftance,  or  I apprehend  fome 

* See  Med.  Surg.  vol.  i.  p.  108.  Cafe  5th. 
t 1 have  known  this  happen* 
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offence  in  the  ftomach  has  put  an  imme^ 
diate  period  to  life.  Accordingly,  it  is  j 
very  well  known,  that  the  ftomach  being  j 
offended  by  a full  meal  of  improper  food, 
by  irritating,  in  particular  habits,  brings  j 
on  too  often  immediate  death,  in  the 
manner  we  have  elfewhere  defcribed, 
in  fpeaking  of  the  fympathy  of  the 
nerves  *.  Nor  does  Dr.  Fothergill’s  -f- 
account  of  the  caufe  of  apoplexy  interfere 
with  this  fuggeftion  j becaufe  we  appre- 
hend it  belongs  to  another  fpecies  of 
this  difeafe  ||. 

Indeed,  notwithstanding  an  extreme 
degree  of  irritability  in  the  nerves,  of  any 
part  of  the  body,  may  be  the  caufe  of 
an  apoplexy,  as  abundance  of  inftances 
evince  ; yet  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  common  nervous  apoplexy  moftly 
originates  in  the  ftomach,  or  fome  part 
of  the  abdominal  vifceraj  for  people  fub- 

* Med.  Surg.  vol.  i.  p.  190,  191. 

■f  Med.  Ob.  & Inq.  vol.  6.  p.  84. 

|1  Sec  Se£t.  5.  of  this  part, 
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jtcl  to  apoplexies  have  commonly  acquired 
this  cliathefis  by  inaftiVity  and  free  living 
both  in  eating  and  drinking  j the  nerves 
of  the  primse  vise  are  of  Courfe  firft  af- 
fetted,  and  fometirftes  become  fo  fufcep- 
tible  of  impreffion,  as  to  bring  on  inftant 
death  upon  being  offended.  It  is  gene- 
| rally  believed,  that  fhort-necked  people 
are  more  fubjeft  to  this  complaint  thati 
others,  owing  to  an  unufual  quantity  of 
blood  pafling  through  the  head  *.  But 
has  theory  dr  fa<Sls  fupported  this  opi- 
nion ? For  though  it  does  happen  to  per- 
fons  of  this  ftrudture  of  body,  in  com- 
mon with  others  -j- ; yet  may  it  not  be 
obferved,  that  by  far  the  greater  number 
of  fhort-necked  people  pafs  through  life 
■ without  one  apopleftic  fymptom  happen- 
ing to  them,  and  that  thcfe  with  long 
liecks  are  equally  liable  to  this  com- 
plaint. 

* To  judge  of  tilts,  read  Monro  of  the  circulation 
of  the  blood  within  the  head.  Structure,  &c.  Ner-* 
ivous  Syftem,  chap.  I.  p.  2. 
t See  Coma,  forward. 
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It  is  not  ftru&ure  then,  but  more  pro* 


(f 
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bably  an  apoplectic  diathefis,  which  oc- 
cafions  this  difeafe,  in  every  inftance 
nor  is  this  always  brought  on  by  intern- 
perance,  but  by  a variety  of  other  caufes 
For  inftance,  the  nerves  fometimes  feem 
ingly  acquire  this  ftate  from  the  atmo- 
fpere ; for  apoplexies,  it  is  well  known, 
are  more  common  in  fome  feafons  than 
in  others.  Baglivi  informs  us,  that  they 
were  almoft  epidemical  in  the  years  1694 
and  1695  at  Rome,  and  all  over  Italy, 
owing,  as  he  very  properly  apprehended,1, 
to  an  unufual  conftitution  of  the  wea-!  \\ 
ther  *.  Nor  do  I think  we  can  be  much;  11 
miftaken  in  our  account  of  the  nervous?* 11 
apoplexy,  becaufe  the  pulfe  points  out' 
a difeafed  ftate  of  the  nerves.  I fufpefb  ^ 
they  are  exceflively  irritable,  of  courfe  thi 
heart,  while  capable,  contra&s  with  ve- 
hement force,  and  the  circulation  is  car- 
ried on  by  a convulfive  irregularity, 
apprehend  the  fnoring  and  fonorous  re- 
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fpiration,  are  owing  to  the  fame  caufe  ; 
and  whoever  reflects,  that  in  women  with 
i child,  who  unfortunately  happen  to  be 
feized  with  this  complaint,  the  fcetus  is 
not  uncommonly  expelled  by  convuifive 
violence,  will  have  very  little  doubt  about 
i the  ftate  of  the  nerves,  efpccially  when 
they  hereafter  fee,  that  blifters,  and  what- 
ever irritates  the  nervous  fyftem,  accele- 
rates the  death  of  the  patient.  Should 
it  be  fbill  alked  whether  this  diforder  may 
not  be  brought  on  by  a fpafm  in  the  ori- 
jgin  of  the  nerves,  we  mu  ft  call  to  mind 
the  very  proper  arifwer  of  Home*,  **  Haud 
“ quaquam  ; quia  mu  feu!  os,  non  nervos, 
“ fpafnaus  adoritur.” 

After  all,  it  is  hard  to  determine  what 
kind  of  derangement  happens  to  the 
brainular  fyftem  in  this  inftance ; the 
fymptoms  deferibed  differ  from  any  v/e 
meet  with  in  other  affe&ions,  I ever  re- 
piember  to  have  feen  ; the  living  principle 
js  injured  ; there  feems  to  be  a violent 

f Princip.  Med,  p,  208. 
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ftruggle  for  life,  but  death  has  invariably 
happened  in  every  cafe  1 have  known,  or 
heard  of,  in  the  fpace  of  fifty  years.  Nei- 
ther evacuations,  nor  fcetid  remedies,  to 
whatever  extent  carried,  afford  any  relief  j 
and  we  may  remember,  that  Hippocrates, 
in  fumming  up  his  experience  on  this 
qccafion,  alferts,  that  it  is  impoffible  tq 
cure  a vehement  apoplexy.  Nor  do  the; 
moderns  feem  to  contradidl  this  opinion. 

Whether  the  ufe  of  opium,  by  leflen- 
ing  irritability,  &c.  will  afford  relief,  re- 
mains yet  to  be  determined,  and  when 
the  evidence  we  fhall  produce  is  heard, 
the  faculty,  having  no  other  remedy,  will 
judge  whether  it  ought  not  to  be  tried  ; 
tho*  I confefs  1 am  fearful  it  is  from  thefirft 
a mortal  affection.  It  feems  to  differ  very 
little  from  the  apoplexy  occafioned  by  an 
extinction  of  the  vital  principle.  In  the 
one,  life  inftantly  vaniflies  j in  the  other, 
a fmall  portion  of  it  remains  for  a little 
time.  I have  only  feen  two  cafes  of  the 
vehement  apoplexy,  fince  I knew  the  ufe 

of 
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of  opium  in  apople&ic  affe&ions ; in 
both  it  was  too  late  to  expeCt  any  thing 
from  medicine,  and  I did  not  give  it,  but 
I have  trufted  to  it  more  than  once,  with 
fuccefs,  in  a very  violent  epilepfy,  where 
the  patient  lay  convulfed,  and  perfectly 
infenfible.  This  diforder  has  been  faid  to 

* ' t i **  - 1 

have  an  affinity  with  the  apoplexy,  and 
perhaps  the  only  difference  may  be  in  the 
degree  of  affeftion  the  brain  ular  fyftera 
fuftains  *. 

It  is  happy,  however,  that  in  the  pro- 
phylactic treatment,  the  phylician  may- 
be fometimes  ferviceable,  by  adyiffng  free 
livers  to  a cooling  and  temperate  regimen, 
by  keeping  the  primae  vise  in  order,  by 
proper  evacuations,  and  by  allaying  that 
kind  of  irritability,  which,  from  the  tem- 
perament of  the  body,  we  have  reafon  to 
ifufpeCt  may  prevail. 

* See  Poftfcript. 
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PARTI.  SECTION  III. 

On  the  milder , or  fecond  Species  of  nervous 

Apoplexy , 


JN  contradiftin&ion  to  the  apoplexy,  of  : 
which  we  have  been  treating,  Hippo- 
crates, in  the  fame  aphorifm,  fpeaks  of  a 
milder  kind  of  this  difeafe,  which  he  fays 
“ is  not  very  eafiiy  cured.”  This  diftinc- 
tion  has  been  copied  by  mod  writers,  but 
without  examining  it  thoroughly.  I have  ‘ 
feveral  times  feenit,  and  known  it  cured  j 
and  obferve,  it  is  that  kind  which  fo  often 
leaves  an  hemiphlegia  behind.  It  has 
the  fame  fymptoms  as  the  apoplexy  de- 
fcribed,  but  in  a lefs  degree,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  not  void  of  fenfation,  owing,  pro- 
bably, to  the  brain  and  nerves  being  lefs 
violently  affedled.  It  is,  however,  a fpe- 
ciesof  the  fame  complaint,  becaufe  what- 
ever increafes  the  irritability  of  the  habit, 
converts  it  into,  what  we  call,  a true  ner- 

vpuf 
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vous  apoplexy,  with  all  it’s  apople&ic 
fymptoms. 

CASE  IIT. 

A gentleman  about  forty  years  of  age, 
vvhofe  manner  of  living,  and  habit  of  bo- 
dy, would  lead  to  a fufpicion  that  an  apo- 
plexy might  attack  him,  was  feized  foon 
after  a full  meal  with  ficknefs  and  giddi- 
nefs  j he  fell  down,  and  a hard  deep  fol- 
lowed, but  when  flirred  to  awaken  him, 
he  muttered,  and  fometimes  moved  his 
limbs  a little,  though  it  was  evident  he 
was  delirious,  but  his  face  was  neither  di- 
lated or  related,  as  is  ufual  in  thofe 
feized  with  the  vehement  nervous  apo- 
plexy. 

His  apothecary,  feeing  him  inclined  to 
vomit,  gave  him  an  emetic,  which  ope- 
rated well,  but  without  mitigating  the 
fymptoms  for  I found  him,  fome  hours 
afterwards,  nearly  in  the  fituation  de- 
fcribed.  Hispulfe  was  about  ninety,  and 

full, 
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full,  but  without  that  irregularity  fo  ma- 
nifeft  in  a vehement  apoplexy.  Never- 
thelefs,  I ordered  that  ten  ounces  of  blood 
iliould  be  taken  away,  and  that  five 
grains  of  James’s  powder  fhould  be  given 
every  five  hours,  till  it  opened  his  bowels  ; 
and  by  the  time  he  had  taken  two  or  three 
doles,  he  had  feveral  flools,  and  was  ap- 
parently better.  Next  day  I ordered  an 
opening  mixture,  with  directions  that  it 
fllould  be  given  in  fuch  a manner,  as  to 
procure  three  or  four  ftools  every  day, 
tor  three  or  four  days  together  j by  which 
he  became  better,  and  on  the  third  day 
was  able  to  walk  down  flairs,  and  to  ride 
four  miles  home  in  a poft-chaife.  The 
day  following  he  read  the  nevvfpapers* 
his  pulfe  being  reduced  to  feventy,  but  asj 
the  fymptoms  which  threatened  danger 
had  not  intirely  left  him,  a fleepinefs  re-, 
plaining,  when  his  mind  was  not  employed* 
a confultation  was  defired,  and  accord- 
ingly another  phyfician  was  called  in* 
Before  this  I had  fome  time  been  diflatis- 

fiecl 
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fied  with  the  general  opinion  about  this 
complaint,  and  had  withheld  the  ufe  of 
blifters,  fearing  the  effects  of  irritation  ; 
but  the  gentleman  called  in,  thinking  the 
nature  and  cure  of  apoplexies  were  well 
fettled,  the  common  routine  of  practice, 
cupping,  buffering,  6tc.  was  ordered  to  be 
purfued. 

When  his  furgeon  came  in  the  after- 
noon, the  patient  defired  him  “ to  go  up 
U ffairs  with  him,  and  get  the  cupping 
“ bufinefs  over,”  but  it  fatigued  him,  and 
when  the  blifter  began  to  operate,  he  be- 
came convulfed  and  delirious.  A fecond 
blifter  on  the  head  was  applied  in  my  ab- 
fence,  and  when  I faw  him  foon  after,  his 
countenance  w^as  relaxed  and  dilated,  and 
death  took  pofteffion  in  a few  hours. 
Nor  has  Hoffman  omitted  to  inform  us  of 
f^me  inftances,  where  irritating  purges 
bad  a ftmilar  effe£l  *. 


De  Hemor  : Cerebri. 
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There  is  no  comment  neeeffary,  on  the 

\ 

effects  of  bliftering  in  this  cafe-f-;  nor 
can  there  be  any  doubt  of  a preternatural 
degree  of  irritability  in  the  habit ; of  the 
irritation  beginning  in  the  ftomach,  and 
producing  the  fymptoms  in  the  manner 
defcribed>  in  the  firft  fpecies  of  nervous 

apoplexy  ; but  in  a lefs  degree : for  we  fee, 

• > * 

not  only  in  this,  but  in  all  other  fpecies 
of  this  clafs,  the  diforder  is  not  attended 
with  fo  profound  a fleep,  as  in  the“  firft 
fpecies ; the  patient  is  delirious,  it  is  true, 
but  though  he  fleeps  harder  than  com- 
mon, and  fometimes  fnores  a little,  yet 
he  has  not  any  apoplectic  fonorous  refpi- 
ration ; and  both  his  fleeping  and  foot- 
ing, have  more  the  appearance  of  being 
natural,  than  in  the  firft  fpecies  of  this 
. difeafe. 

The  pulfe,  though  perhaps  full,  has 

f See  Baglivi  de  ufu  &r  abufu  veficant : Alfo  our 
Treatife  on  Childbed  Fevers,  p.  no.  I have  iince 
been  informed  of  an  inftance  with  frmilar  fymptoms, 
which  ended  in  death. 

not 
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not  the  agitation  in  it  we  obferve  in  the 
more  violent  apoplexy  ; nor  is  the  counte- 
nance dilated  or  relaxed  * ; neither  is  he 
quite  deftitute  of  motion  in  his  limbs, 
when  difturbed.  He  is  fometimes  Tick, 
and  attempts  to  vomit ; and  vomiting 
gives  more  or  lefs  relief. 

* Whoever  reflects  that  this  fymptom  is  the  fore- 
runner of  death  in  a variety  of  inftances,  will  fee  it 
is  the  cleareft  evidence  of  nervous  energy  being  de- 
llroyed. 
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P A I^T  I.  SECTION  IV. 

t > 

On  the  cure  of  the  milder , or  Jecond  fpecies  of 
nervous  apoplexy. 

* * 

JT  may  be  obferved  that  a lofs  of  blood, 
to  whatever  extent  carried  *,  affords 

i 

not  any  relief  in  the  vehement  apoplexy  \ 
and  yet  much  dependence  has  always 
been  had  upon  bleeding  indiferiminately, 
in  every  difeafe  which  has  been  called  an 
apoplexy.  Nor  was  the  propriety  of  fuch 
practice  doubted,  till  Heberden  -f*  fufpe6t- 
ed  that  mifehief  may  be  done  by  it  in  this 
difeafe.  Afterwards,  Fothergill  £ from 
his  mature  judgement,  was  of  opinion 
that  it  often  occafioned  the  deftru&ion  of 

* I have  feen  two  women  who  were  feized  with  a 
nervous  apoplexy,  in  an  advanced  ftate  of  pregnancy. 
They  were  bled,  mifearried,  flooded  and  died,  with- 
out the  leaft  abatement  of  the  fymptoms. 
f Med.  Tranf.  vol.  i.  p.  471. 

% Lond.  Ob.  & Inq.  vol.  vi.  p.  68c. 
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\he  patient ; but  not  fpecifying  the  apo- 
plexy to  which  his  ft  rift  u res  were  appli- 
cable, even  he  himfelf  could  not  fpeak 
with  precifion  on  the  fubjeft:  j and  his  ob« 
fervations  have  not  therefore,  as  far  as 
I can  difeover,  yet  claimed  that  regard 
they  deferve. 

The  arrangement  we  have  made,  it  is 
hoped,  will  fupply  this  defeft,  for  by  at- 
tending to  thediftinftion  betwixt  the  ner- 
vous apoplexy,  and  the  coma  or  apoplexy, 
as  it  has  been  called,- arifing  from  ple- 
thora, it  will  in  general  be  obvious  when 
to  bleed  and  when  to  let  it  alone.  It  is 
the  nervous  apoplexy  to  which  his  obfer- 
vations  belong,  where  the  brain  and 
nerves  have  loft  their  power,  and  the  vital 
principle  is  fo  much  injured,  that  there  is 
more  or  lefs  an  approach  towards  death. 
Confequently  whatever  leffens  thefe 
powers  muft  haften  this  kind  of  termina- 
tion. There  is  not  any  thing,  it  is  well 
known,  that  weakens  the  vital  powers 
more  than  bleeding  when  confiderable  ; 

nor 
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nor  can  I fee  in  what  manner  the  lofs  of 
blood  can  afford  relief  where  compreflion, 
diftention,  or  inflammation  is  not  the 
caufe  of  the  difeafe.  Wherefore,  in  this 
point  of  view,  what  Fothergill  has  faid 
about  bleeding  in  apoplexies,  appears  to 
me  to  be  well  founded,  and  to  be  deferv- 
ing  of  the  mod  ferious  attention. 

Should  inflammatory  fymptoms  how- 
ever happen  to  accompany  this  difeafe, 
and  indicate  the  neceflity  of  a lofs  of 
blood,  it  will  be  better  to  make  this  eva- 
cuation at  different  times,  becaufe  by  this 
means  there  will  be  lefs  hazard  of  taking 
more  blood  away  than  ought  to  be  lofl. 
Fothergill  very  properly  obferves,  that  the 
pulfein  fuch  a fituation  is  often  an  inef- 
ficient guide,  and  I wifh  it  to  be  confider- 
ed  whether  the  agitation,  we  meet  with  in 
it,  does  not  (hew  a difeafed  ftate  of  the 
nerves,  which  forbids  this  operation. 
More  dependence  is  to  be  had  upon  vo- 
miting and  purging,  and  feemingly  the 
effe&s  of  vomits  are  not  to  be  dreaded  in 

this 
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tills  inftance  where  there  is  no  plethora. 
I have  ordered  them  myfelf,  and  have  re- 
peatedly feen  them  ordered  by  others,  with 
| fafety  and  advantage.  After  this  firft  ftep 

I towards  clearing  the  primae  vise,  purges 
fhould  follow.  I have  feen  the  belt  ef- 
fects from  opening  the  bowels  with  fmall 
dofes  of  faline  purges  three  or  four,  times 
j a day  for  (everal  days  together,  but  along 
wi,th  thefe,  opium  fhould  be  given,  for 
i in  the  fecond  part,  we  fliall  fhew  when 
I way  is  made  for  this  remedy,  there  is  rea- 
i &n  to  expeft  more  from  it  than  all  the 
reft  put  together. 


Purges. 


Opium,; 
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PART  I,  SECTION  V. 

. . . . ' 

On  apoplexy  from  an  immediate  extinction  of 

the  vital  principle, 

'J'HERE  is  another  well-known  fpe- 
cies  of  this  difeafe,  owing  to  the 
vital  principle  inftantaneoufly  leaving  the 
body.  Willis  fays  *,  “ the  animal  fpirits  j 
“ fall  down  even  as  the  light  vanifhes,  j 
“ when  the  flame  is  put  out  j”  or  we  may  j 
compare  it  to  the  blafting  of  trees,  where 
though  the  plant  remains  perfedt  in  all  it's 
parts,  the  living  principle  is  gone,  and  it 
perifhes ; though  I think  we  receive  the 
greatefl:  light  from  the  dropping  of  a fea- 
ther, when  the  eledtrical  aura,  which  oc- 
cafions  it’s  being  eredt,  is  difeharged  from 
the  conductor;  nor  do  I apprehend  we  (hall 
be  able  to  explain  this  matter  further,  till 
we  know  the  manner  in  which  the  vital 

* On  the  apoplexy. 

principle 
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principle  and  the  body  are  united,  and  aft 
Upon  each  other.  We  know  that  thofe 
things  which  deftroy  the  power  of  the 
nerves,  fuch  as  laurel  water,  mephitic 
air,  &c.  occafion  this  cataftrophe.  Great 
agitation  of  fpirits  has  fometinies  fuch  in- 
fluence upon  the  nervous  fyftem,  as  in- 
ftantly  to  put  a final  period  to  it’s  office  j 
for 

He,  whbm  ahger  flings,  drops,  if  he  dies, 

“ At  once,  and  rufhes  apoplectic  down  * 

and  fometimes  the  nerves  lofe  all  their 
power  without  any  manifefl:  caufe. 

CASE  IV. 

A mantumaker  at  work  was  talking 
chearfully,  with  fome  friends  about  her. 
When  her  hands  dropped  down  upon  her 
lap,  and  fhe  was  perfectly  dead,  without 
the  needle  being  difplaced  betwixt  her  fin- 
gers j w'hich  Tingle  inflance,  will  fuggeft 


• Armftrong. 
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abundance  of  the  fame  kind  to  the  re* 
membranceof  the  reader. 

I have  never  heard  of  any  fuccefsful 
experiment,  in  reftoring  life  in  this  cafe ; 
nor  does  it  bear  analogy  to  the  reftora- 
tion  of  thofe,  who  appear  to  be  drowned, 
&c.  or  where  the  fumes  of  charcoal,  me- 
phitic vapours,  &c.  have  brought  on  the 
appearance  of  death.  In  the  one,  though 
the  perfon  ceafes  to  breathe  and  move, 
the  nerves  retain  life  for  a conliderable 
time  afterwards,  and  if  the  blood  can  be 
put  into  motion  during  this  period,  the 
body  refumes  it’s  natural  functions*; 
whereas  in  the  prefent  inftance,  life  in- 
ftantly  vanilhes,  the  nerves  become  infen- 
iible  to  all  kind  of  ftimuli  or  irritants, 
and  a diffolution  of  the  body  takes  place; 

* Men  are  often  brought  up  out  of  coalmines  ap- 
parently dead,  from  the  effects  of  what  the  colliers 
call  damp  ; but  they  frequently  recover,  upon  com- 
ing to  the  frefli  air, 

neverthelefs 


end  paralytic  Affections. 

neverthelefs  we  are  not  to  give  up  the 
patient  on  the  appearance  of  fudden 

f I * 1 • < 

death,  becaufe  a fyncope,  See.  may  de- 
ceive us,  and  every  attempt  fhould  be 
made  to  try  whether  we  are  deceived  or 

not. 
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PART  I.  SECTION  VI. 

v ’ ■"  ' : ■■■■"■  » ■ ' ,r'.3;  -M 

n 

« 

Qn  a carus  or  coma,  arifing  from  an  eh- 
* • 

JlruStion  and  diftenfion  of  the  *vef[eh  be- 
longing to  the  brain. 

gE  SIDES  thofe  we  have  fpoken  of, 
there  is  a comatous  affedion  which 
has  all  along  been  called  an  apoplexy, 
without  diftingui  filing  it  from  the  difor- 
ders  we  have  deicribed  ; though  it  is  a 
different  complaint,  has  different  fymp- 
toms,  and  the  very  afped  of  the  patient 
at  once  determines  to  which  fpecies  of  fo- 
porific  diforders  it  belongs.  And  what  is 
of  the  greatefi:  confequence  to  be  obferv- 
ed,  the  nervous  apoplexy  and  the  coma 
called  apoplexy  we  are  going  to  deferibe, 
do  not  admit  of  the  fame  method  of  cure, 
Wherefore  we  have  chofen  this  appella- 
tion to  avoid  the  confufion  that  has  hi- 
therto happened  ; and  we  doubt  not  but 
the  intelligent  reader  will  at  once  difeo- 


. 'and  Paralytic  AffeSlions, 

. 

ver,  the  neeeflity  of  making  this  diftinc- 
tion,  betwixt  two  different  diforders,  com- 
j prehended  under  the  fame  name. 

The  coma,  we  mean  to  treat  of,  is  the 
apoplexy  of  Hoffman  *,  Boerhaave,  Cul- 
len, & c,  occafioned  by  comprefTion  of 
the  brain  either  from  a congeftion  of 
| blood,  water *1*,  or  other  humours;  nor 
are  the  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe  and  the 
iiervous  apoplexy  alike.  The  patient 
fleeps  profoundly  in  proportion  to  the 
violence  of  the  obftruftion,  but  without 
fnoring  or  fonorous  refpiration,  nor  is 
there  a total  abolition  of  fenfe  and  mo- 
tion as  in  the  vehement  apoplexy ; the 
pulfe  is  often  full,  but  without  remark- 
able hardnefs  or  convulfive  agitation  $ 
there  is  frequently  more  or  lefs  a fulnefs 
of  the  veffels  about  the  head,  and  a fwel- 

ling  qi*  fulnefs  of  the  tongue,  as  defcribed 

. :."5  v jfi?  ; 

* Haemorrhagia  Cerebri. 

+ We  allude  to  thecoma  hydrocephalics,  which, 
may  fometimes  happen  in  the  acute  hydroce* 
phalus. 

F.  4 by 
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by  Hoffman,  and  fometimes  a fever 

i 

comes  on.  -f* 

We  have  juft  obferved,  that  it  is  owing 
to  a congeftion  in  the  head,  or  as  Boer- 
haave  exprefles  it,  (fpeaking  of  apoplexy) 
to  humours  being  accumulated  in  the  vef* 
fels  of  the  head  without  extravafation. 
It  is  feemingly  that  kind  of  apoplexy,  fpo- 
ken  of  by  Hippocrates,  where  he  treats 
of  the  brain  being  morbid  from  a flux  of 
humors,  and  I take  it  to  be  defciibed  by 
Cullen"  in  his  Synopfis,  where  he  fays 
<£  Apoplexia,  motus  voluntary  fere  omnes 
<£  imminuti,  cum  fopore  plus  minus  pro- 
**  fundo.”  Efpecially  as  this  writer  af-. 
ligns  comprefiion  for  the  chief  caufe  of  all 
apoplexies,  except  thofe  that  are  brought 
on  by  the  fedative  power  of  mephitic  air, 
fumes,  of  charcoal,  &c.  and  Boerhaave  and 
his  pupil,  who  went  before  Cullen,  tfocf 
upon  the  fame  ground, 

t See  afurtber  account  of  the  fymptorfts,cafe  viii, 
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It  is  not,  therefore,  originally  a difeafe, 
which  affe&s  the  brain  in  the  manner  de- 
fcribed  in  fpeaking  of  the  apoplexy  in  the 
former  fe&ions,  the  one  being  a nervous 
ajffe&ion,  and  the  other  arifing  from 
obftru&ion,  or  diftention  within  the  veflels 
(chiefly  I believe  the  veins)  belonging  to 
the  brain.  Nor  is  there  among  all 
the  writers  of  obfervations  a clearer  ac- 
count of  this  matter  than  in  Chefelden’s 
Anatomy,  where  he  fays  * in  a man  that 
died  of  yvhat  he  called  an  apoplexy, 
(i  1 found  all  the  veflels  of  the  brain  im- 
moderately  diftended  with  blood,  and 
“ the  ventricles  and  fubftance  of  the 
u brain  full  of  lymph  j the  pia  mater  very 
much  thickened,  and  adhering  fo  very 
V clofely,  that  the  greateft  part  of  it  was 
“ feparated  without  breaking.”  All 
which  could  not  have  taken  place  fud- 
denly,  and  confequently,  the  difeafe  wq 
pre  ftefcribing,  inftead  of  an  apoplexy, 

f:  7th  Ed.  p.  *25. 

tnuft 
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mud  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  rrtan’sc 
death  *. 

From  comparing  the  fymptoms  which 
attend  this  difeafe,  with  thofe  that  are 
brought  on  by  compreflion,  or  other  in- 
juries of  the  cineritious  part  of  the  brain, 

1 have  been  led  to  conclude,  that  it  is  an 
affe&ion  of  this  fubftance  in  its  firft  ftage; 
but  if  it  is  not  foon  checked  or  removed, 
the  medullary  part  may  alfo  become  af- 
fe£ted,  from  the  connexion  they  have 
with  each  other,  and  put  an  end  to  thg 
bufmefs. 

We  have  obferved  that  the  nervous  apo*^' 
plexy  made  its  attack  fuddenly.  This,  on 

* There  are  many  inftances  of  the  fame  fort  to  be 
met  with  in  Bonetus  Sepulchretum  Anat.  Morgagni," 
Lieutard,  and  other  writers  of  obfervatipns,  which 
notwithftanding  they  frequently  made  their  approach 
gradually,  are  called  apoplexies.  Thofe  who  chufe 
to  continue  this  appellation  to  congeftions  of  blood, 
or  lymph,  &c.  in  the  head,  mud  neverthelefs  diftin- 
guifh  this  difeafe  into  the  nervous  apoplexy,  and  that, 
arifmg  from  compreflion,  owing  to  a fulnefs  of  the 
v.eflels  belonging  to  the  brain,  or  they  will  often  be 
doing  mifehief. 
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the  contrary,  unlefs  from  accident,  comes 
on  rather  gradually,  (hewing  figns  of  it’s 
approach,  previous  to  it’s  laying  firm  hold 
of  the  patient ; and  it  cannot,  therefore, 
properly  be  called  an  apoplexy.  I take  the 
cafe  Dr.  Fothergili*  has  given,  of  a gen- 
tleman leized  with  an  apoplexy,  as  he  calls 
it,  from  twilling  his  neck,  when  palling 
over  the  Thames,  to  be  the  lead  or  lowed 
degree  of  this  complaint,  of  which  we  are 
now  treating;  becaufe  it  is  removed,  by 
placing  the  head  in  a pofition  which  emp- 
ties the  velfels  that  return  the  blood  to 
the  heart.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  what 
has  improperly  been  called  apople&ic 
fymptoms,  brought  on  by  holding  down 
the  head,  &c.  and  if  we  only  fuppofe  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  obftruclion  to  the  high- 
eft,  we  may  account  for  different  degrees 
of  affe&ion  of  this  kind.  But  furely  this 
differs  very  much  from  the  true  apoplexy  ; 
being  an  obftru6tion  in  the  brain  from 
eoraprcfiion  by  the  blood  velfels,  and  va- 

* Bond.  Obf.  and  Enquiries,  vol.  6. 
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nifhes  when  the  compreffion  is  removed.'  • 
It  no  way  refembles  the  morbus  attonitus, 
or  idtus  fulminis  of  Celfus  *,  or  that  dif- 
eafe  of  which  Cullen  had  a glimpfe*;  and  it 
feems  to  be  a miftaken  notion  of  thofe, 
who  affix  no  other  meaning  to  apoplexy 
than  compreflion.  The  fame  may  be  faid 
of  hanging,  which  fome  affert  occafions 
an  apoplexy;  though  others  with  more 
reafon,  that  it  kills  by  fuffocation ; yet, 
notwithftanding  it  is  a fudden  death,  by 
which  ever  way  it  deftroys  life,  it  is  very 
different  to  that  occafioned  by  an  apo- 
plectic ftroke ; and  inftead  of  following 
fyftematical  writers,  who  often  miflead 
us,  we  fliall  be  better  underltood,  if  we 
call  hanging,  drowning,  and  fuffocation 
by  their  own  proper  names ; remember- 
ing at  the  fame  time,  that  they  all  feem  to 
terminate  life  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
require  a fimilar  treatment  to  prevent  a 
fatal  cataftrophe. 

But  to  return  to  our  fubjedt.  The  apo- 
plexy which  Fothergill  fuppofes  to  be 
* Lnft  par.  fedt.  ift. 

produced 
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produced  by  a large  undigefted  meal, “ dif- 
tending  the  ftomach,  prefling  upon  the 
“ aorta  defcendens,  obftrudting  the  free 
(l  expaniion  of  the  lungs,  and  thus  crowd- 
“ ing  the  arterial  fyftem  of  the  head,  with 
“ more  blood  than  ought  to  be  there,”  is 
exadtly  the  fame  kind  of  difeafe,  and  is 
well  explained  by  a cafe  in  the  Baron  Van 
Swieten’s  Commentaries. 

v 

S C A S E V. 

“ A gentleman  being  in  company  with 
u fome  friends,  began  of  a fudden  to  look 
“ wild, prefently  after  was  (truck  fpeechlefs, 
<c  and  fell  down  apoplectic.  Some  of  the 
“ moft  fkilful  phyficians,  who  were  called 
“ to  him,  believed  the  cafe  to  be  quite 
“ defperate,  but  after  a quarter  of  an 
“ hour,  without  any  remedy  except  bleed- 
“ ing,  he  vomited,  befides  the  aliment 
“ contained  in  his  ftomach,  a great  quan- 
“ tity  of  phlegm,  fo  large,  that  the  human 
“ ftomach  could  fcarce  be  thought  capable 
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“ of  holding  it.  Immediately  after  th£  < 
“ fenfes  returned,  and  being  refreftied 
u with  a pleafant  fleep,  was  perfe&ly  re- 
ft  covered.”  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at, 
for  if  the  fymptoms  arofe  from  a mecha- 
nical caufe,  they  would  give  way  to  a me- 
chanical remedy. 

Hence  it  is  evident,  that  accumulating 
juices,  diftending  the  fubftance  of  the? 
brain,  and  obfiru6ting  the  nervous  fluid *, 
bring  on  the  fymptoms  we  fhall  defcribe ; 
otherwife  how  comes  it  to  pafs  that  eva- 
cuations give  relief?  When  the  fluids 
are  confined  within  their  own  proper 
veffels,  it  is  pofiible  to  remove  the  ob- 
ffrudtion,  and  render  the  veffels  pervious, 
and  we,  by  this  means,  bring  about  a 
cure,  that  would  not  happen  were  the 
fluids  out  of  the  courfe  of  circulation; 
for  I verily  believe,  whenever  extravafa- 
tions  of  blood  happen  in  the  head,  in  any 
confiderable  quantity-f*,  and  are  not  dif- 

* Med.  Surg.  vol.  i.  p.  1 68 . 

t Small  quantities  of  blood  may  perhaps  fometimes 
be  diluted  by  lymph,  and  abforbed. 

covered, 
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covered,  and  let  out  by  a proper  open- 
ing, there  is  inevitably  an  end  of  the  pa- 
tient, after  fome  time  *. 

Nor  do  we,  by  this  way  of  reasoning, 
annul  any  observations  we  have  made  re- 
ceding extravafations  upon  the  brain ; 
extravafation  and  obftrudtion  being  very 
different  things.  The  one  takes  off  de- 
tention, and  the  other  occafions  it,  as  is 
evident  from  the  cafes  recited  in  the  firft 
fe&ion  } and  we  now  will  add  two  more 
to  elucidate  this  point. 

v / • 

la  0 9 

C A S E VI. 

la  -v  - 

A man  betwixt  twenty  and  thirty  years 
of  age,  being  near  the  limekilns  at  Tick- 

1 nal,  was  knocked  down  with  limeftone, 
from  a blaft,  and  one  of  the  parietal  bones 
was  fo  violently  broken,  that  when  all 

•Making  an  opening  through  the  fcull, -is  very 
unlikely  to  avail,  when  the  extravafation  arifes  from 
a tendernefs  in  the  brain,  and  the  vefiels  belonging 
to  it,  owing  to  an  internal  caufe. 

the 
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the  loofe  pieces  were  removed,  an  open*’ 
ing  was  made  into  the  cranium,  more 
than  feven  inches  in  circumference  *. 
The  quantity  of  the  cineritious  part  of 
the  brain  taken  up  from  the  ground  at 
the  time  of  the  accident,  filled  a large 
pill  box,  which  the  people  had  in  the 
houfe,  and  a rough  ftone  more  than  half 
an  ounce  weight,  which  had  penetrated 

that  fubftance,  was  removed  the  firft 
drefling. 

The  man  being  unexpe&edly  alive,  I 
went  next  morning  with  my  fon  to  fee  ‘ 
him,  and  had  not  I known  that  lacerated 
wounds  of  the  fubftance  deferibed,  would 
under  particular  circomftances,  heal  like 
wounds  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  I 
fhould  have  given  up  all  hope  of  a reco- 
very, fo  dreadful  was  the  afpeeft ; but  a 
bare  poflibility  of  fuccefs  encouraged  us 
to  purfue  proper  treatment. 

* This  large  opening  probably  faved  the  man’s 
life  by  preventing  confinement  of  matter,  &c. 

We 
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We  removed  all  the  lacerated  brairi 
Which  lay  in  the  wound,  and  upon  mi- 
nute enquiry,  difcovered  a ffill  larger 
piece  of  (tone  forced  lower  down,  which 
was  extracted  by  a pair  of  forceps. 
Much  more  of  the  cineritious  fubftance 
was  difcharged,  in  the  matter  the  ulcer 
afforded  at  each  dreffing  for  fome  time, 
but  at  laft  the  ulcer  became  clean,  and 
healed,  leaving  an  hemiplegia  on  the  con- 
trary fide  to  that  on  which  the  Occident 
happened.  Infenfibiiity,  ffupor  and  fleepi- 
nefs  immediately  followed  the  accident, 
but  gradually  went  off  in  a few  days  withr 
out  one  true  apoplectic  fymptom  hap- 
pening; whereas  if  inftead  of  being  extra- 
vafated  and  difcharged,  the  fluids  had 
been  obftrud^cl  and  accumulated  within 

f 

the  veffels  belonging  to  the  brain,  a co- 
ma *,  and  death  would  moft  probably 

5 have  been  the  confequence. 

We  have  before  obferved  *f-,  that  the 

I 

i cineritious  part  of  the  brain  has  the  ap- 

* Sfce  coma. 

t Med.  Surg.  vol.  i.  p.  170. 
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pearance  of  doing  the  office  of  a glarlct, 
and  this  inftance  among  many  others 
proves  that  a great  part  of  it  may  be 
bruifed  and  torn  to  pieces  without  de- 
flroying  life,  or  bringing  on  thofe  fymp- 
toms  which  (hew  themfelves  when  the 
medulla  cerebri  fuffers  any  kind  of  irrita-*- 
tion.  Whence  we  are  again  led  to  ima- 
gine that  apoplexies  are  feated  in  the  me- 
dullary, and  palfies  in  the  cineritious 
part  of  the  brain. 

CASE  VII. 

i • 1 

Another  man  had  one  of  the  parietal 
bones  broken  by  a ftone  thrown  at  him, 
and  pieces  of  bone,  which  were  beaten 
inward,  wounded  both  the  dura  and  pia 
mater ; but  no  remarkable  fymptom  im- 
mediately followed.  The  trephine  was 
applied  in  a few  hours  after  the  accident, 
the  depreffed  bone  raifed,  and  that  which 
Was  loofe  wras  taken  away  j after  which 
we  had  a fcene  troublefome  enough  ; for 
the  refinance  to  the  pulfation  of  the 'ar- 
teries 
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tei'ies  being  removed,  the  brain  was  di- 
i lated  and  puflied  out  of  the  fculJ,  and 

i r / 

formed  what  has  been  called  a fungus,  in 
oppofition  to  the  leaden  cullendar,  re- 
i Commended  by  various  writers  on  this 
I occafion.  This  daily  grew  larger  j the 
/practice  of  paring  was  purfued  for  fome 
jdays,  but  it  occafioned  difturbance  with- 
out any  advantage,  for  aftdr  all,  in  a 
week  or  ten  davs,  it  increafed  to  the  (ize 
I of  a large  penny  loaf,  and  exhibited  a 

i . i 

idreadful  rifing,  and  expanfiort  at  each 
ipulfation,  and  yet  the  man  appeared  better 
in  health  than  it  was  p'oflible  to  expeCf. 

I plainly  faw,  that  paring  off  part  of 
the  dilated  brain  would  do  no  good,  and 
[probably  in  the  end  deftroy  the  patient  * 
and  dreading  the  confequence  of  putre- 
faction, which  in  fuch  a cafe  I had  feeri 
fatal,  I ordered  compound  tindure  of 
[myrrh,  and  lime-water,  equal  parts,  to  be 
[applied,  as  an  aftringent  antifeptie.  Thick 
dojjils  of  lint,  with  as  much  of  this  mixture 
Sts  they  would  hold,  were  applied  twice  a 

F 2 
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day,  and  from  this  time  the  increafe  of  thd 
tumor  ceafed.  In  lefs  than  a week  it  put 
on  a mod  healthy  appearance,  and  was 
fomewhat  reduced  ; and  in  about  a month, 
it  had  gradually  diminifhed,  without  any 
remarkable  fuppuration,  or  any  fepara-^ 
tion,  till  it  intirely  funk  into  the  fcull, 
and  the  man  is  perfectly  well  at  this  day ; 
whereas,  had  the  fluids,  inftead  of  being 
difcharged,  been  confined  within  their,  vef- 
fels,  I do  not  doubt  but  a fatal  termina- 
tion would  have  happened. 

CASE  VIII. 

The  following  cafe  and  thofe  recited 
are  fufncient  to  fhew  what  kind  of  dif* 
order  I am  treating  of,  when  the  humors 
are  accumulated  in  the  veffels  of  the 
head  without  extravafation ; the  attending: 
fymptoms,  and  the  intentions  of  cure?: 
which  may  be  extended,  if  neceflary,  by 
cupping,  and  by  fuch  other  methods,  as 
have  been  foupd  by  experience  capable  of 
removing  plethora,  and  making  a deriva- 
tion 
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tion  from  the  head  without  increasing 
the  circulation. 

A tall  and  very  corpulent  gentleman, 
more  than  Sixty  years  of  age,  who  had 
lived  freely  in  eating,  but  without  any 
kind  of  debauchery  in  drinking,  was 
upon  taking  cold  feized  with  a fort  of 
indolence,  or  inactivity  of  mind  j fleepi- 
nefs,  dulnefs,  and  pain  in  the  head  fol- 
lowed. Soon  after  he  became  delirious ; 
lay  almoft  infenfible,  without  fhoring, 
but  in  a deep  deep ; and  though  he  (hew- 
ed  fome  figns  of  fenfation  upon  being 
ftirred,  he  immediately  fell  again  into 
the  fame  date;  his  pulfe  was  full  and 
about  ninety,  but  not  in  that  difordered 
date,  fo  ma.oife.ft  in  the  nervous  apo- 
plexy j nor  was  his  countenance  relaxed 
or  changed. 

He  was  bled  freely,  purged  for  feveral 
fucceflive  days  with  faline  purges  j other 
faline  deobftruents  were  given  ; a large 
blifter  was  applied  to  his  head,  and  a 
recovery  was  the  confcquence. 
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Our  intention  will  be  obvious  to  thofe 
who  attend  to  the  manner  in  which  thefe 
remedies  were  employed ; for  much  often 
depends  on  the  way  in  which  they  are 
ufed.  Bleeding,  it  is  agreed,  takes  off 
diftenfion  by  emptying  the  veffels,  thins 
the  blood,  fomewhat  perhaps  cools  it, 
and  of  courfe  muft  be  ufeful  where. blood 
abounds,  efpecially  where  its  motion,  from 
vigor,  is  too  rapid,  or  fluggifh  in  confe- 
quence  of  plethora,  and  fhould  under 
fuch  civcumftances  firlt  take  place.  In 
the  inftance  before  us  it  may  be  ufed  with  > 
greater  freedom,  becaufe  the  nerves  are 
not  in  a ftate  to  receive  injury  from  a lofs 
J&leedlng.  of  blood.  Neverthelefs,  we  fhould  not, 
in  the  manner  of  fome,  depend  wholly 
on  this  evacuation  ; for  the  arteries  adapt 
themfelves  to  the  quantity  of  blood 

• f *•  i 

moving  through  them  *,  and  a brifker 

* Whoever  has  a mind  to  inform  himfelf  in  this 
matter,  fhould  attend  a flaughter-houfe,  and  perfuade 
the  perfon  who  kills  fheep  to  divide  the  carotid  arte- 
ries crofs  ways  j by  which  means  he  yvill  acquir^ 

fearer  ideas  than  words  cap  exprefs. 

XT  o ; circulation 
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circulation  is  ftill  carried  on,  than  is  con - 
fiftent  with  the  welfare  of  the  patient ; 
and  were  we  to  purfue  venefe&ion  till 
this  was  fubdued,  we  fhould  probably, 
as  I have  feen,  leave  the  patient  in  an 
incurable  ftate  of  debility. 

Js  it  not  fufficient  if  we  take  off  the 
diftenflon  in  the  blood  veflels,  and  then 
immediately  proceed  to  purging  ? Nor  is  Paging* 
there  any  remedy,  which  lo  effedtually 
relieves  an  inflammatory  redundancy  of 
blood,  or  other  humors  about  the  head, 
as  Dr.  Friend  has  long  flnce  obferved.  I 
agree  with  thofe  who  think  it  not  pru- 
dent to  apply  bliflers  in  great  inflamma- 
tion, before  thefe  evacuations  are  made, 
as  they  may  at  firfl:  increafe  it,  and  deter- 
mine the  fate  of  the  patient,  before  any 
material  difcharge  from  the  veflels  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  part  can  take  place.; 
whereas,  when  the  veflels  are  fomewhat 
unloaded,  bliflers  may,  and  I believe  do, 
affift  by  attenuation,  6cc.  in  removing 
{he  remains  of  obftru&ion,  and  inflarnma- 
I . . F 4 tion. 
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tion,  without  clanger  of  thofe  effects  we  > 
have  feen  from  their  ufe  in  the  nervous 
apoplexy  ; and  if  what  is  faid  is  found  to 
be  true,  concluding  with  fome  writers, 
that  apoplexy,  lethargy,  cams,  &c.  are 
fimilar  difeafes,  mud:  often  be  productive 
of  mifchief.  I 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  men  of  found 
judgment  will  ever  think  of  giving  vomits 
in  the  coma,  we  have  defcribed.  It  is 
the  difeafe  in  which  they  have  been  for- 
bid,  in  treating  of  the  apoplexy,  without 
difcrimination  ; and  it  is  impoffible  to 
ufe  them  with  propriety  in  comatofe  af- 
fections without  attending  to  thediftinc- 
tions  we  have  made.  However,  it  is  fome- 
times  unfortunately  out  of  the  power  of 
art,  to  give  relief  in  this  kind  of  coma, 
and  I apprehend,  it  is  from  this  diford er, 
chiefly,  that  the  modern  caufe,  affigned 
for  apoplexy,  has  been  drawn.  Befides 
the  common  appearance  of  the  veffels 
on  the  outfide  of  the  head  being  over- 
loaded with  blood,  the  veffels  within  the 

fculj 
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fculi  are  equally  liable,  with  thofe  in  other 
parts  of  the  body,  to  varices,  aneurifms, 
or  other  obftrudtions  of  blood  or  ferum, 
fuch  as  Morgagni  * has  defcribed,  and 
thefe  in  time  may  bring  on  that  tender- 
nefs  in  the  brain  he  obferved.  Hoff- 
man brings  evidence  to  prove  that  this 
is  fometimes  hereditary,  which  I can  rea- 
dily believe,  becaufe  the  offspring  gene- 
rally inherits  the  ftrudture  of  its  proge- 
nitor. } He  thinks  alfo  that  every  cafe, 
in  which  there  is  an  effufion  of  blood  upon 
the  brain,  is  preceded  by  a weaknefs  of 
the  veflels  and  membranes  belonging  to 
this  fubftance ; otherwife,  while  they  pre- 
ferve  their  tone,  it  is  not  likely  to  hap- 
pen. Indeed  I am  clearly  with  him  in 
opinion,  and  the  brain,  which  no  doubt 
fhares  in  the  malady,  being  rendered  in- 
capable of  performing  its  office,  occafions 
death.  Confequently  the  caufe  of  death 


Brain 
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* De  Sed.  & caufis  morb. 
t Hsemor.  cerebri,  fe£t.  i*.  cap.  vii.  fe£L 
x Med.  Surg.  vol.  I.  p.424.  vol.  2.  p.  45 r. 
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* 

is  previous  to  the  extravafation,  and  if 
we  with  to  be  fatisfied  in  this  matter,  we 
muft  look  further  than  the  blood  we 
meet  with  upon  opening  the  fcull.  I 
know  indeed,  that  a contrary  opinion  has 
been  entertained  by  Morgagni,  who  ob- 
ferves,  “ that  thofe  cafes  are  moft  violent 
“ and  the  fooneft  mortal,  which  have 

* 

“ their  origin  from  extravafation  within 
“ the  cranium.”  But  we  apprehend  he 
was  miftaken  about  the  origin  of  the 
complaint,  as  it  only  follows  from  this 
account,  that  under  fuch  circumftances, 
the  brain  was  more  than  ordinary  in  a 
very  difeafed  Hate,  previous  to  the  rup- 
ture of  the  veffels  j and  lam  perfiiaded, 
in  fuch  cafes,  from  the  fa£fo  Bated,  that 
the  effect  has  been  miftaken  for  the  caufe. 

An  affection  of  this  kind,  inftead  of 
being  fudden,  muft  be  a work  of  fome 
time;  it  muft  be  gradual  in  its  progrefs, 
and  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  that  the 
diieafe  is  often  overlooked,  till  it  arrives 
at  its  final  period,  and  we  then  firft  dif- 

coye^ 
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pove r what  was  the  matter  by  opening 
the  head  of  the  dead  body  ; whereas,  was 
every  fulnefs  about  the  veflels  of  the  head 
accompanied  with  pain  and  heavinefs  to 
be  attended  to,  we  fhould  perhaps  fame- 
times,  by  proper  evacuations,  &c.  prevent 
or  keep  back  fo  fatal  a malady. 

On  the  contrary,  a gouty,  or  any  other 
metaftafis  to  the  brain,  may 'fuddenly  bring 
on  an  apoplexy,  a phrenfy,  or  a coma, 
according  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
parts  are  affe6ted  within  the  fcull,  which 
the  habit  of  the  patient,  and  the  feat  of 
the  pain,  will  lead  us  to  difcover  ; and, 
when  known,  no  time  fhould  be  loft  in 
our  attempts  to  remove  the  materia  morbi 
from  a part  fo  intimately  connedted  with 
the  vital  principle.  But  of  this  we  have 
already  fpoken  in  an  Effay  on  the  Gout, 
to  which  we  refer  the  reader  *. 

* Sur|.  vol.  i.  p,  439, 


Gouty 

metafta- 

fis. 


PART 


7& 


A Commentary  on  ApopleBic 


Hippo- 

crates 

and 

Aretacus. 


PART  II.  SECTION  I. 

>r  ' * • f • ",  J ** 

INTRODUCTION. 

* J'  1 - » ) ' 

On  Paralytic  Affections  in  general. 

\ 

JT  has  been  already  obferved,  that  in 
the  days  of  Hippocrates,  the  fame 
general  name  comprehended  both  apo- 
plexy and  pally ; and  after  him  Are- 
TjEus*  fays,  “ that  apoplexy,  paraplegia* 

“ parefis,  and  paralyfis,  are  all  of  the 
“ fame  kind,  and  denote  a defect  ot-mo- 
“ tion,  or  of  feeling,  or  of  both ; fome- 

“ times  of  the  mind,  and  at  other  times 

* 

“ of  the  other  fenfes  neverthelefs,  he 
makes  a diftinftion  between  apoplexy, 
and  palfy  ; for  he  informs  us,  that  an 
apoplexy  is  a refolution  of  the  whole 
frame,  both  fenfe,  mind,  and  motion  i 
whereas  the  palfy,  in  general,  is  only  a 
remiffon  of  motion  and  energy  -f\ 

* Lib,  prim.  morb.  diuturn.  cap . feptimum. 

f Uccgufoatf  Js  uf  fri7r«r  y.nwio;  pew  mgynijs  ti  vrct^tcn;. 

Celsus 
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Celsus  * tells  us,  when  a paify  attack- 
ed the  whole  body,  the  ancients  called  it 
an  apoplexy  5 when  particular  parts,  a 
paify  ; but  in  his  time  the  fame  name  was 
given  to  both  : nor  mull  we  forget,  that 
in  the  time  of  the  above  latin  and  fubfe- 
quent  greek  writers,  the  word  nerve  was 
ufed  to  fignify  tendon  or  membrane,  &c. 
and  that  Celsus,  in  treating  de  refolutione 
nervorum,  means  a refolution  of  the  ten- 
dons, ligaments  and  membranes,  and  not 
what  we  call  the  nerves  ; becaufe,  in  his 
time,  the  tendons,  &c.  only  had  this  ap- 
pellation ; the  nerves,  as  they  are  unclaf- 
fically  called,  arifing  from  the  brain, 
being  then  unknown,  or  not  rightly  un- 
derftood  -f, 

Galen  imagines  the  apoplexy  and 
paify  both  to  arife  from  the  fame  caufe, 
becaufe  he  thought  them  both  the  fame 
difeafe*  but  Aurelianus  J ingenuoufly 

* Lib.  3.  cap.  27. 
t Med.  Surg.  vol,  1.  p.  151, 
t Lib.  3.  cap.  I. 

confefles. 
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confeffes,  that  it  is  fometimes  occafiorifcdf 
by  occult , and  fometimes  by  manifeft  an- 
tecedent caufes,  fuch  as  external  injuries, 
and  the  like.  iETius  * copies  from  Ga- 
len and  Archigenes,  and  fays,  that  in 
an  apoplexy  all  the  nerves  (i.  e.  tendons) 
lofe  their  fenfe  and  motion  together,  from 
a thick  cold  vifcous  humor  filling  the 
ventricles  of  the  brain  j but  in  a refolu- 
tion  nj)  one  fide  only  is  affefred, 

by  a great  quantity  of  thick  vifcous  hu- 
mor, which  obftrudts  the  nerves  (tendons) 
and  hinders  voluntary  motion  j according 
to  which  account,  different  parts  of  the 
body  were  fuppofed  to  be  affe&ed  with  a 
fimilar  flux,  which,  from  its  fituation,- 
brought  on  different  complaints. 

Alexander  Trallian  -f*,  who  lived 
before  Paulus,  more  fully  explains  this 
fubjedh  He  fays,  de  paralyfi,  “ the  dif-- 
“ eafed  refolution,  which  the  Greeks 
“ have  called  «r*gew  is  nothing 

* Secundus  fern.  cap.  27  & 28.' 
f De  arte  med.  lib.  1.  cap,  16. 

“ more 
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« more  than  a privation  of  fenfe  and 
“ motion.  It  differs  from  an  apoplexy,  Apo- 
” which  is  an  abolition  of  fenfe  and  mo- 
“ tion  of  the  whole  body,  with  injury  of 
the  frjl  principles  of  life ; and  thus  death 
happens.  But  a palfy  is  that  difeafe,  PaI17* 
in  which  one  half  of  the  body  alone 
dies,  or  certain  nervous  (tendinous) 
parts  are  obftru&ed,  without  injury  to 
the  brain  or  fpinal  marrow  f which  dif- 
fers very  much  from  thofe,  who  thought 
the  brain  to  be  the  feat  of  the  caule  of 
this  complaint. 

This  doctrine,  however,  did  not  be- 
come general ; for  Paulus  * maintained  Paulu* 
the  old  opinion,  that  this  difeafe  arofe 
from  all  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  being 
fuddenly  filled  with  a cold  pituita,  and 
that  old  people  were  more  fubjedt  to  this 
affe&ion  than  others,  from  being  of  a 
pituitous  habit  of  body. 

Thefe  theoretical  ideas  prevailed  many 
centuries,  with  very  little  variation,  till 


* Lib,  3.  cap.  18. 
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Hoffipan.  about  the  time  of  Hoffman,  who  fays, 

“ the  caufe  of  all  kind  of  palfies  appears 
“ to  be  either  a folution  of  the-continuity 
“ of  the  nerves,  as  in  wounds,  or  other 
“ violent  injuries,  or  a compreffion  of 
**  the  nerves  themfelves,  or  their  origin, 

“ by  a ftagnation  or  extravafation  of 
“ blood  or  ferum  in  the  brain,  or  by 

haave.  “ fpafm.1’  Boerhaave  too  lays  it  down 
for  an  axiom  in  one  of  his  aphorifms, 
that  the  palfy,  from  an  internal  caufe,  is 
always  occafioned  by  an  obftru&ion  of 
the  nervous  fluid  by  morbific  matter; 

Van  Swi-  and  his  commentator  affirmed,  “ that 

eten. 

“ whatever  can  attenuate  this  morbific 
“ matter,  fo  that  it  can  be  diflipated  or 

“ evacuated,  or  after  it  is  attenuated, 

. # fl 

“ can  change  its  fituation,  fo  that  it  fliall 
“ not  hinder  the  adtion  of  the  brain  and 
<c  nerves,  will  cure  a palfy  * ; which  is 
“ the  fame  kind  of  dodtrine  Galen  and 
“ his  followers  held  forth,  without  dif- 

* Sect.  1064.  T his  doiTrine  is  only  applicable 
to  fome  kinds  of  fpuribus  palfy.  See  fpurious  palfy.. 
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tin&ion  or  qualification  j and  upon  thefe 
principles  irritating  remedies  and  deob- 
ftruents  have,  it  is  well  known,  been  in 
ufe  in  every  kind  of  palfy,  as  the  rational 
method  of  curing  this  malady.  Cullen  * Cullen, 
indeed  reprobates  the  propriety  of  em- 
ploying ftimulants  •f,  but  joins  others  in 
opinion,  that  palfy  is  caufed  by  compref- 
fion  from  effufion  ; which  doctrine  we 
E lhall  prefently  confider. 

Nqw  the  moderns  agree  with  the  an-  Modern 

. . . opinion.' 

: Cients  in  there  being  a great  affinity  be- 
twixt apoplexy  and  palfy,  becaufe  they 
feize  in  a fimilar  manner,  and  becaufe 
they  change  vice  verfa  from  one  into  the 
other.  In  fome  inftances  they  appear  to 
f me  to  arife  both  from  the  fame  caufe,  and 
: perhaps  after  all,  the  ancients  were  right, 
and  they  are  only  different  degrees  of  the 
fame  difeafe  under  different  circumffances^ 

I though  there  are  no  difeafes  in  which  the 

IS*,  f;  . 

* Firft  lines. 

I t He  afes  this  word  fynonimoufly  with  irritating 
! Remedies, 

G fymp- 
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fymptoms  are  more  unlike,  efpecially  if  • 
we  adhere  to  Trailian’s  diftin&ion  j for 
there  is  fcarce  any  man,  who  does  not 
know  one  from  the  other  at  firft  fight ; 
and  this  difference,  I apprehend,  is  owing 
tp  the  manner  of  affe&ion,  and  to  the 
ftate  of  the  body  at  the  time  it  happens  ; 
a partial  affeftion  of  the  brain  may  pro- 
duce an  hemiplegia,  as  happened  in  the 
man  at  Ticknal,  and  feveral  others  we 
meet  with,  where  a depreflion  of  the  fcull 
is  made  upon  one  part  of  the  brain  only ; 

-a  palfy  from  a difeafed  vifcera  has  a local  • 
origin  ; whereas  probably  an  apoplexy  is 
more  general,  and  a more  violent  affefrion 
of  the  nerves ; befides  the  one  is  of  an 
inflammatory,  and  the  other  of  a contrary 
diathefis,  as  Marinellus  has  long  fince 
very  juftly  obferved  *. 

If 

* “ Species  igitur  apoplexia,  ficut  ex  di£tis  acc-i- 
“ pimus,  eft  duplex  j altera  acuta  & calida,  quae 
“ dicitur  fortis,  altera  debilis,  diuturna,  & frigida. 
“ Quare  duplex  humor  eft  caufa  utriufque  fpeciei  : 

“ humor  enim  acris  efficit  apoplexiam  acutam  j craf- 

“ fus. 
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If  a palfy  feizes  the  heart  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  flop  its  motion,  or  if  one 
of  its  ventricles  burft,  death  takes  place 
iii  a moment,  and  the  patient  is  faid  to  Palfy  of 

the  head. 

i have  died  of  an  apoplexy.  But  this  kind 
e is  very  different  from  the  nervous  Apo- 
plexy, of  which  we  have  fpoken,  there 
being  none  of  the  agitation,,  or  violent 
Convulfive  ftruggle  Ufual  in  that  com- 
plaint. 

If  the  brain  is  violently  feized  with  a Head* 
palfy,  and  death  does  not  immediately 
follow,  the  patient  lies  Bill  and  mute, 
and  the  vital  principle  leaves  the  body 
Quietly  in  a few  days,  unlefs  medicine 
interferes,  or  if  what  Hippocrates  fays 
be  true,  the  patient  is  faved  by  the  in- 
tervention of  a fever  * j for  this  is  the 

f-  , 

<c  fus,  pituita,  & attrabilis,  dinturnam*”  Marinelli 
Comment.  i°.  in  libris  Hippocrates. 

* I have  never  feen  this  verified  in  pra&ice*  and 
the  few  cafes  thave  read,  which  were  thought  to  be 
cured  by  fever,  were  evidently  fpurious,  and  the  dis- 
order capable  of  being  removed  by  attenuating  the 
fluids* 

G 2 


diforder. 
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diforder,  I have  not  any  doubt,  to  which' 
he  alluded  in  the  aphorifm,  of  which 
notice  has  been  already  taken. 

If  the  ftroke  in  the  brain  is  lefs  violent* 
there  are  more  figns  of  life ; a ftate  more 
or  lefs  betwixt  living  and  dying,  is  expe- 
rienced j and  though  the  patient  is  not 
unfrequently  delirious  and  refllefs,  yet  it 
is  without  fnoring  or  violent  refpiration ; 
nor  is  there  that  convulfive  motion  in  the 
pulfe  common  to  the  apoplexy. 

A differ-  There  is  one  well  known  fymptom* 
twixt  which  fhews  a material  difference  betwixt 

apoplexy  a 

and  pal-  apoplexy  and  palfy  ; for  in  an  apoplexy 
the  vital  principle,  as  Trallian  expreffes 
it,  is  injured,  and  except  the  fad  remains 
of  life  for  a little  time  in  the  heart  and 

l 

thorax,  feilfation  feems  to  be  intirely  abo- 

I 

lifhed ; whereas  in  an  hemiplegia,  we  all  \ 
know  fenfation  often  remains  after  vo-  j 
luntary  motion  ceafes  to  be  performed,  ) 
which  we  may  explain  without  the  Boer-  ] 

haavean 
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haavean  hypothefis  * to  account  for  it, 
by  calling  to  mind,  that  the  will  and 
fenfation  perform  different  offices,  and, 
under  certain  circumftances,  a&  irregu- 
larly, independent  of  each  other,  as  we 
fee  in  flaughtered  animals ; for  long  after 
the  head  is  cut  off  from  the  carcafe,  upon 

irritating  the  mufcular  fibres,  fpafms  are 
inflantly  produced  -f* ; nor  does  this  in- 
nate power  of  feeling  vanifli,  till  the  vital 
principle  leaves  the  body. 

It  is  very  well  known,  that  a palfy 
arifes  both  from  external  and  internal 
caufes,  and  thefe  are  various  ; moft  of 
which  the  Baron  Van  Swieten  has  enu- 
merated ; but  we  ffiall  begin  with  the 
fpontaneous  or  true  palfy,  which  arifes 
from  a fudden  lofs  of  nervous  power. 

* To  account  for  this  fymptom,  it  is  afTerted, 
Aphorifm  1057,  that  fome  nerves  ferve  for  the  fenfe 
of  feeling,  and  others  for  motion,  and  that  the  func- 
tions of  the  motatory  may  be  hindered,  while  the 
nerves  of  feeling  remain  unhurt  ! 

t Med.  Surg.  vol.  1.  p.  165. 
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On  the  fpontaneous  or  true  Palfy , from  a. 
r fudden  Lofs  of  nervous  Power . 


Seizure 

iullanta- 

jieous. 


T H E difeafe  now  before  us  is  an  in- 
ftantaneous  relaxation  of  themufcles 
and  tendons,  uncontroulable  by  the  will, 
not  brought  on  by  compreffion,  erofion, 
fuppuration,  tabes  cerebri,  &c.  or  any 
fuch  mechanical  caufe,  which  occafions 
a fpurious  palfy  * only  j but  by  the  very 
fubftance  of  the  brain  or  nerves  being 
rendered  in  an  inlfant  incapable  of  per- 
forming their  offices.  Sometimes  the  dis- 
order makes  its  onfet  with  apople&ic 
fymptoms,  and  leaves  an  hemiplegia  be- 
hind ; and  vve  perfectly  agree  with  Are- 
taeus,  as  will  hereafter  appear,  that  the 


* See  fpurious  palfy.  Hoffman  has  made  a dif- 

. *»  t ■ 

tin£lion  betwixt  true  and  fpurious  paliies,  but  very 
different  from  that  we  have  been  led  to  adopt.  See 
de  morb.  atonia  cerebri. 
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true  palfy  is  often  only  a remiflion  of 
motion  and  energy. 

The  Greeks  call  it  <mctpcc?iiKnzi  the  Latins 
refclutio  nervorum , and  the  English  palfy 
or  ftroke  ; nor  mud  we  forget  to  obferve 
what  was  omitted  in  the  laft  fe£tion,  that 
it  unfortunately  happened,  when  the  ap- 
pellation nerve  was  changed  from  the 
membranes,  tendons,  &c.  to  what  might 
properly  enough  have  been  called  ence- 
phalic cords ; it  carried  with  it  an  idea 
of  the  fame  diforder,  affe&ing  thefe  new 
difcovered  parts,  which  were  known  to 
affeft  the  mufcles  in  palfies.  Hence  to 
an  immeability  in  the  juices  from  vifci- 
dity ; atony  in  the  nerves,  arifing  from 
the  brain,  was  added,  as  one  caufe  of 
the  complaint.  It  was  fuppofed  they  be- 
came relaxed  and  weak  ; and  it  is  not  at 
all  furprizing,  according  to  the  theory  of. 
the  times,  that  irritating  remedies,  and 
warm  attenuants,  fhould  be  employee! 
ppon  thefe  imaginary  principles, 

O 4 That 
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Query. 
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That  the  caufe  of  the  incapacity  in  the 
mufcles  to  perform  their  office,  in  fome 
fpurious  palfies,  is  a ftoppage  of  the 
nervous  fluid,  fecreted  in  the  brain,  and 
carried  through  its  appendages,  the  com- 
prefiion  of  a nerve  demonftrates  *.  But 
the  queftion  that  remains  to  be  afked  is, 

where  there  is  no  extraneous  or  mecha- 

* " ■*  ■ • • • . ] 

nical  caufe  to  intercept  the  nervous  fluid 
in  its  paflage  from  the  brain  ; to  what 
kind  of  affe&ion  in  the  nerves  muff  this 
inability  to  perform  their  office  be  af- 
cribed  ? Nor  do  I know  of  any  anfwer 
further  than  we  may  fuppofe  th$  brain 
to  lofe  its  innate  power  -f*  we  have  elfe* 
where  fpoken  of,  wholly,  or  for  a time, 
in  the  part  affected,  and  become  incapable 

* Sec  Boerhaave’s  Inftitutes,  fe£h  40  r and  402, 
•where  many  inftances  are  enumerated,  but  the  com- 
mon accident  of  the  leg  having  a temporary  palfy  in 
confcquence  of  preffure  on  the  great  nerves,  and  the 
prickling  fenfation  which  immediately  follows  the 
removal  of  prefTure,  is  fufficient. 
t See  Med.  Surg.  vol.  1.  p.  171. 
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of  being  aftuated  by  the  agent  that  gives 
jnotion  to  nature 

CASE  I. 

»•  . ' -<  • ' 

* w 

A man  about  forty  years  of  age,  ufed 
to  hard  labour,  and  of  a ftrong  habit  of 
body,  complained  of  a ficknefs  at  his 
ftomach,  and  a dizzinefs  in  his  head  ; 
wherefore,  as  his  pulfevvas  regular  enough, 

I ordered  him  a vomit,  and  fome  ftoma- 
chic  purging  pills;  and  he  got  well.  About 
a year  afterwards  he  was  feized  with  the 
fame  complaint,  and  not  having  an  op- 
portunity of  feeing  me,  he  fent  for  a man 
that  could  bleed,  who  took  from  him 
about  ten  ounces  of  blood  ; an  hemiple- 
gia on  the  contrary  fide  to  that  on  which 
he  was  bled  was  the  immediate  confe- 
quence,  from  which  he  recovered  in  a 
very  little  time,  by  opening  his  bowels 
occafionally,  and  by  the  ufe  of  cordials, 
efpecially  wine,  and  a nouriftiing  diet ; 

t See  Med,  Surg,  vol.  i.  p.  299,  & feq. 

and 
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and  who  can  tell  how  this  hemiplegia, 
from  a general  lofs  of  blood,  happened  ? 
Even  the  caufe  aligned  by  Monro  * for 
hemiplegia,  though  it  accounts  for  the 
difeafe,  when  occafioned  by  a partial  af- 
feClion  of  the  ^rain  *1*,  does  not  explain 
this  matter.  Mufcular  { fpafm  may  be 
fuppcfed,  but  the  diforder  being  local, 
embarralfes  the  fuppofition,  reduces  it  to 
a mere  conjecture,  and  we  willi  to  fee 
conjecturing,  as  much  as  poflible,  abo- 
liflied  from  the  fcience. 

Indeed  I am  convinced  with  Fontana, 
that  in  the  living  body  there  are  unknown 
powers,  and  latent  principles,  of  which 
we  are  yet  ignorant,  and  the  only  ufe  we 
can  at  prefent  make  of  this  cafe,  is  to 
obferve,  that  a palfy  may  arife  without 
comprehion,  obftruCtion,  or  vifcidity,  See. 
in  the  nerves  ; and  we  believe,  whenever 
vifeid  lymph  is  found  about  the  nerves, 

* Obf.  on  Nerv.  Syft.  chap.  xi.  p.  53. 

+ See  back,  p.  85. 

X Sec  p.  38. 
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in  palfies  of  long  {landing,  it  is  a natural 
confequence  of  the  difeafe. 

Neverthelefs,  though  we  cannot  at  pre7  This 
fent  prove  what  kind  of  derangement  the  de?angc- 
nerves  undergo  in  a true  palfy,  yet  we  may  to' 
obfcrve  it  refembles  a blafl,  whofe  effects  prove* 
we  know,  without  being  able  to  difcover 
the  change  that  produces  them. 

C A S E II. 

Many  years  ago  four  children  of  the 
fame  village  in  Nottinghamfhire,  about 
feven  years  of  age,  were  in  the  fpring  of 
the  year  feized  in  one  night,  while  in  bed, 
with  the  palfy.  Three  of  them  with  an 
hemiplegia  j two  of  whom  died  foon  after, 
and  the  third  went  upon  crutches  the 
remainder  of  her  life.  But  the  man,  who 
gave  this  account,  now  advanced  to  fe- 
ventv  years  of  age,  loft  only  the  ufe  of 
one  arm,  while  fleeping  in  bed  betwixt 
two  other  people,  who  did  not  expe- 
rience any  injury.  The  arm  is  greatly 

emaciated. 
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emaciated,  perfe&ly  motionlefs,  but  very 
warm  and  fenfible,  in  a fine  ftate  of 
perforation  when  I faw  him  j and  the 
pulfe  is  as  ftrong  and  frequent  in  this,  as 
in  the  other.  He  believes  his  arm  was 
not  uncovered  when  the  difeafe  took  place, 
and  he  remembers  it  was  not  very  cold 
weather : whence  it  feems  to  appear,  that 
the  affection  was  owing  to  a particular 
ftate  of  the  air,  and  to  a difpofition  in 
the  habit  to  receive  the  imprefiion  it  made. 
The  man  has  always  imagined  his  palfy 
to  be  occafioned  by  a blaft,  and  who  can 
fay  to  the  contrary  ? I truft,  however, 
we  {hall  be  able  to  fhew,<  that  it  is  not  a 
difeafe  of  the  fluids,  but  of  the  brain 
itfelf  j that  the  diftin&ions  above  made 
are  neceflary,  and  when  further  explained, 
.we  apprehend  will  be  fufficient  for  every 
purpofe  in  practice. 

Apoplex-  We  have  already  obferved,  that  apo.- 
plexies  change  into  palfies,  and  vice  verfa; 
?n to  each  *^e  Pat*ent  1S  not  unfrequently  difpirited  ; 
ol*ier*  the  mufcular  fibres,  in  the  affected  part, 

' are 
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are  often,  if  not  always,  excefiively  irrit- 
able j irritation  of  the  nerves  of  the  primae 
vise,  or  of  the  other  vifeera  in  the  abdo- 
men, will  bring  on  an  hemiplegia  ; blif- 
ters  fometimes  feemingly  increafe  the  dif- 
eafe,  and  opium  relieves  or  cures  it  ; all 
which  will  appear  as  we  proceed;  and 
from  whence  fome  conclufions  will  be 
drawn ; but  having  no  predilection  in 
favor  of  any  theory,  we  only  mean  to 
fubftantiate  facts,  and  leave  the  reft  to 
the  reader. 

Perhaps,  what  is  hereafter  advanced 
may  give  fome  light  in  what  manner  the 
inability  of  the  nerves,  to  perform  their 
office  in  this  kind  of  palfy,  brought  on 
by  what  has  been  called  a ftroke,  is  oc- 
cafioned ; for  we  apprehend,  practical 
hints,  by  determining  a proper  method  of 
reftoring  the  nerves  to  a ftate  of  health, 
may  develop  the  nature  of  the  complaint.  • 
For  which  purpofe  we  will  give  a faithful 
account  of  thofe  remedies  we  have  found 

moll 
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moft  fuccefsful,  or  the  contrary  ; and  th& 
following  narrative  will  fhew  the  manner 
in  which  we  have  been  led  on,  ftep  by 
flep,  in  the  ufe  of  opium,  and  other  ftf- 
mulant  fedatives. 


PART 
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v , ; * 

On  the  Cure  of  the  true  Palfy, 

*T7E  have  juft  obferved,  that  the  difeafe 
under  confideration,  is  an  affe&ion 
of  the  fubftance  of  the  brain  itfelf,  whe- 
ther in  the  head,  or  in  the  nerves ; in 
confequence  of  which  it  ceafes  to  be  a 
conductor  of  that  power,  which  occafions 
mufcular  motion  ; nor  will  even  giving 
motion  to  the  fluids,  which  belong  to  the 
nerves,  relieve  this  difeafe,  till  they  them- 
felves  are  reftored  to  their  own  power,  as 
the  application  of  an  ele&rical  machine, 
which  increafes  the  motion  of  the  fluids 
in  every  kind  of  conductor,  evinces  *. 

It  follows  then,  to  relieve  the  patient, 
we  muft  apply  to  thofe  remedies,  which 

a£t  principally  upon  the  brain  and  nerves  j 

* • • 

* It  has  no  apparent  effect  in  a true  palfy  ; but  to 
underftand  this  paftage  properly,  it  muft  be  contrafted 
with  what  will  be  hereafter  faid  of  the  fpurious 
i palfy. 


True 

palfy, 

what. 
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and  being  convinced,  that  thofe  whicfi 
irritate  increafe,  and  that  opium  relieves 
the  complaint,  I was  led  to  conclude,  that 
irritating  remedies  were  Hot  appofite  tc? 
the  cure  of  this  malady,  and  ought  not 
to  be  admitted  ; and  that  thofe  things 
which  animate  the  nerves,  and  quiet  the: 
derangement  they  fuffer,  were  more  likely 
to  do  fervice. 

Now  by  animating  remedies,  we  meant 
thofe  we  alluded  to  in  our  definition  of 

ftimulants,  being  of  the  fame  clafs ; but 

,a 

we  have  chofen  the  above  name,  that 
they  may  not  be  connected  with  old  ideas ; 
and  we  will  now  particularize  fome  of 
them. 

Opium  ftands  firft  ; but  its  oordial,  ex- 
hilarant,  and  fedative  powers  are  fo  well 
known,  as  to  make  any  explanation  un- 
necefiary.  If  the  tar  ointment  of  the 
difpenfatory,  preceding  the  prefent,  is  ap- 
plied to  fores,  it  occafions  a fmarting, 
when  it  firft  comes  in  contact  with  the 
bare  nerves ; probably  by  the  penetration 

of 
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bf  the  effential  oil  It  pofleffes,  which  imift 
be  diftingnilhed  from  irritation,  becaufe 
it  neither  inflames,  noroccafions  a greater 
fecretion  of  lymph,  but  on  the  contrary 
reftores  the  part,  if  more  fenfible  than 
common,  to  its  natural  fenfation.  It 
gives  life  and  vigor  to  inactive  mufcular 
fibres,  which  are  uncovered,  feemingly  by 
a genial  warmth,  and  in  confequence  pro- 
motes incarnation.  When  taken  inward- 
ly it  allays  fpafms,  and  perfectly  corref- 
ponds  with  its  external  effects. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  balfam  of 
Peru,  of  balm  of  Gilead,  and  many  other 
of  the  native  balfams.  Harris  * fays  he 
has  feen  admirable  effedts  from  the  Tere-r 
binthina  Cilia  in  this  complaint  j and 
from  hence  our  idea  of  animating  medi- 
cines, in  the  prefent  inftance,  may  be 
underftood.  The  warm,  fedative  gums 
have  a fimilar  effedt  on  the  nervous  fyf- 
tem  j and  befides  thefe,  we  have  recourfe 
to  aether,  camphor,  the  effential  oils,  fteel 

* De  morb.  gravid,  vel  Allen’s  fynopfis,  art.  343. 

H wine, 
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wine,  rofemary,  valerian,  madeira,  and 
fuch  like  remedies,  in  the  cure  of  this 
malady  ; but  previous  to  their  ufe,  the 
hate  of  the  prim*  vise  Ihould  be  attended 
to,  this  being  often  the  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe  ; and  our  firft  hep,  in  every  inhance, 
lliould  be  the  common  pradlice  of  giving 
a vomit ; and  this  having  had  its  proper 
effedt,  ftomachic  purges  Ihould  be  given 
fufficient  to  fcour  the  alimentary  canal, 
interpoftng  every  evening,  after  the  oper- 
ation of  this  medicine,  an  opiate  to  quiet 
the  nerves. 

In  a few  days  we  fee  the  ground  we 
lfand  upon  ; and  if  thefe  evacuations  pro- 
duce a clearnefs  of  underhanding,  it  is 
realbnable  to  conclude,  that  the  nerves  of 
the  ftomach,  being  offended,  gave  rife  to 
the  complaint,  by  that  wonderful  con- 
nedtion  with,  and  influence  they  have 
over,  the  whole  body  ; and  if  voluntary 
motion,  though  ever  fo  little,  appears  in 

Signs  or  the  affedted  limbs,  there  is  hope  of  a more 

t«nvery.  ^ recovery. 

On 
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On  the  contrary,  if  the  intelle&s  re-  Contra- 
main  greatly  impaired,  after  proper  eva-  17  * 
cuations  from  the  primse  vise,  efpecially 
if  accompanied  with  a pain  or  numbnefs 
in  the  head  on  the  oppofite  fide,  there  is 
reafon  to  think  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  is 
in  that  part ; and  it  is  in  this  inftance, 
that  the  patient  too  frequently  drags  on 
a miferable  life,  with  the  lofs  of  memory, 

See.  and  when  death  takes  place,  the  brain 
is  generally  found  in  a morbid  ftate,  as 
we  learn  from  Morgagni’s  di'ffeCtions  *. 

Thefe  things  being  premifed,  we  will 
adduce  forne  of  the  cafes  which  led  us  to 
the  ufe  of  opium,  See.  in  the  cure  of  apo- 
plectic and  paralytic  affections. 

CASE  111. 

In  1772  I was  defired  to  attend  a gen- 
tlewoman betwixt  fixty  and  feventy  years 
of  age,  who  had  long  been  troubled  with 
an  hemiplegia,  and  for  fome  time  with  a 

* Epiftola  11.  lib,  1. 
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fmall  inflamed  ulcer,  a little  above  thtf 
ancle  of  the  lame  fide.  The  leg,  as  well 
as  the  arm,  was  perfectly  motionlefs,  but 
polfefled  feeling  and  moderate  warmth  ; 
the  fore  was  fo  extremely  fenfible  and 
irritable,  and  attended  with  fuch  exquifite 
pain,  that  Ihe  could  neither  get  reft  night 
nor  day ; and  whenever  the  fore  was 
touched  with  lint  to  take  up  matter, 
though  in  the  moft  gentle  manner,  the 
whole  fide  of  the  body,  as  quick  as  lights 
ning,  was  feized  with  violent  fpafms. 

The  fenfibility  of  the  affetted  part 
pointed  out  that  anodynes  were  proper, 
whether  they  fuited  the  theory  of  the 
times  refpedting  palfies,  or  not  ; and  I 

t 

therefore  ordered  her  twenty  drops  of 
laudanum,  twice  a day,  while  the  pain 
required  it ; taking  care  at  the  fame  time 
that  flie  did  not  become  coftive.  Lauda- 
num was  alfo  mixed  with  the  fedative 
balfams  that  were  ufed  to  the  fore;  and 
to  the  parts  about  the  ulcer  the  ftidticum, 
a little  foftened  with  oil,  was  applied  ; 
■v  by 
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by  which  both  the  pain  and  extreme 
fenfation  were  conquered,  and  the  fore 
cured.  Nor  did  we  with  lefs  pleafure 
behold  an  amendment  of  the  paralytic 
fide,  for  her  leg  and  arm,  though  they 
did  not  get  perfedtly  well,  recovered  very 
much.  The  fpafms  had  entirely  left  her, 
and  her  health  and  faculties  were  greatly 
reftored,  fo  that  fhe  enjoyed  feveral  years 
the  remainder  of  her  life  comfortably. 

This  was  the  firft  hint  I had  of  the  ufe' 
of  opium  in  this  difeafe.  I have  fince 
given  it  frequently  in  palfies,  and  under 
the  reftri&ions  we  fhall  hereafter  have 
occafion  to  mention,  I think  often  writh 
fuccefs,  without  fetting  down  to  the  ac- 
count every  recovery  I have  feen  happen  ; 
knowing  very  well,  that  palfies  will  often 
fpontaneoufly  leave  the  patient  without 
medical  afliftance.  But  of  this  I am  cer- 
tain, if  opium  fails  to  relieve  the  patient, 
he  will  meet  with  no  injury  from  its  ufe. 
Jvlor  am  1 quite  lingular  in  this  opinion, 
for  in  a kind  of  paralytic  affe&ion  of  the 

H 3 arm, 
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arm,  where  Dr.  Charlton  * gave  four 
grains  of  opium  a day,  with  affafcetida, 

a long 

* This  cafe  I think  belongs  to  the  clafs  of  fhaking 
palftes,  and  we  will  give  an  abftraft  of  it,  as  it  is 
curious.  “ Mary  Ford,  of  a fanguineous  and  robuft 
“ conftitution,  had  an  involuntary  motion  of  her 
cc  right  arm,  occafioned  by  a fright,  which  firfl: 
“ brought  on  convulfion  fits,  and  moft  excruciating 
“ pain  in  the  ftomach,  which  vanifhed  on  a fudden, 
“ and  her  right  arm  was  inftantaneoufly  flung  into 
“ an  involuntary  and  perpetual  motion,  like  the 
<e  fwing  of  a pendulum,  raifing  the  hand  at  every 
vibration  higher  than  her  head  ; but  if  by  any 
means  whatever  it  was  flopped,  the  pain  in  her 
“ flomach  came  on  again,  and  convulfion  fits  were 
“ the  certain  confequence,  which  went  off  when 
“ the  vibration  of  her  hand  returned.” 

“ During  deep  the  motion  of  her  arm  ceafed,  but 
ce  the  inftant  (he  awoke  (and  fhe  was  always  awaken- 
“ ed  by  pain  in  the  ftomach)  it  returned  and  con- 
“ tinued  without  intermiflion  the  four  and  twenty 
“ hours.” 

“ She  was  a patient  in  the  Exeter  infirmary  nine, 
*c  weeks  without  relief.  She  drank  the  Bath  waters, 
“ and  bathed  in  the  Bath  about  one  month  without 
tc  amendment ; upon  which  fhe  took  a medicine, 
u compofed  of  affafcetida  and  opium.” 

“ She 
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a long  time  together,  he  obferved  it  nei- 
ther Occafioned  drowfinefs,  relaxation  of 
the  folids,  nor  any  defeft  in  the  perform- 
ance  of  thofe  functions  on  which  health 
depends;  and  the  reader  will  judge  for 
himfejf,  whether -the  opium  had  not  a 
principal  fhare  in  the  recovery  of  this 
woman  -f*. 

CASE 

<*  She  began  with  a grain  of  opium  every  day, 
« and  gradually  increafed  the  quantity  to  four  grains 
*c  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time;  but  this,  while  ihe 
“ continued  another  month  under  a courfe  of  bath- 
“ ing,  did  no  good.  On  the  contrary,  thofe  days 
“ fhe  went  into  the  bath,  her  fpirits  and  ftrength 
*c  were  much  weakened  ; wherefore  the  bath  was 
“ difufed,  and  her  back  only  pumped  upon  every 
«£  or  every  other  day,  as  long  a time  as  fhe  could 
K bear  it.  Drinking  the  waters,  and  her  medicines, 
“ were  continued  ; for  the  effe£ts  cf  opium  afcove- 
“ mentioned  were  obferved,  and  by  this  method  in 
“ three  weeks  (he  began  to  amend,  and  foon  after 
“ got  intirely  well,” 

Charlton  on  Bath  Waters,  p.  53.  3c  feq. 

+ Dr.  Falconer,  who  has  had  many  opportunities 
of  feeing  paralytic  patients,  in  a very  late  publication 
Informs  us,  “ that  he  is  convinced,  from  repeated 

H 4 “ expc- 
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CASE  IV. 

A gentleman,  more  than  fifty  years  of 
age,  low  in  ftature,  and  fat,  with  a pulfe 
rather  full,  fubjedt  to  the  gout,  and  who 

* ' I 

indulged  in  high  living,  was  feized  with 
fymptoms  of  an  apoplexy,  that  foon  de- 
generated into  an  hemiplegia,  which  left 
him  in  a fhort  time,  as  he  himfelf  in- 
formed me,  and  he  continued  three  or 
four  years  without  any  return  of  the  dis- 
order. Neverthelefs,  one  day  after  dinner 
he  was  feized  with  a dizzinefs  in  his  head, 
and  wildnefs  in  his  looks,  and  being  al~ 
moll  choaked,  fell  down  convulfed. 

<c  experience,  that  however  appearances  may  be 
“ againft  the  ufe  of  opium  in  palfies,  they  are  fal-  . 
tc  lacious ; and  that  opium,  when  indicated  by  pain, 
tc  fpafm,  uneafinefs,  or  other  troublefome  fymptoms, 
c‘  may  be  employed  with  as  much  fafety  in  a palfy, 
c‘  as  in  any  other  complaint.  The  Turks,  who  in- 
“ jure  their  health  fo  much  by  opium,  do  not  more 
frequently  die  of  palfies  than  other  people.”  Mem. 
Med.  Soc.  Lond.  vol.  2.  This  is  a full  anfwer  to 
Young  on  Opium. 

Having 

. ■> 
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Having  dined  with  him,  I was  prefent, 
and  immediately  got  down  a bafon  of 
camomile  tea,  ready  upon  another  occa- 
fion,  which  vomited  him  freely,  and  he 
was  foon  much  better ; but  a pain  re- 
mained in  his  head,  his  pulfe  was  full, 
and  much  agitated  ; and  notwithftanding 
he  was  purged  that  night,  and  next  morn- 
ing, a paralvfis  on  one  arm  came  on  j of 
which,  together  with  a pain  in  the  head, 
he  recovered  in  lefs  than  a week,  while 
he  was  taking  a grain  of  opium  every 
night  at  bed-time. 

About  a year  after  this  he  was  feized, 
as  I have  been  informed,  with  another 
fit,  foon  after  he  was  got  into  bed.  By 

« 

a great  effort  he  arofe,  but  expired  almofl 
immediately.  Nor  is  it  poffible  to  have 
a clearer  inftance  of  an  apopledic  dia- 
thefis,  and  of  the  effeds  of  irritating  or 
offending  the  nerves  of  the  flomach  in 
fuch  a habit. 

f. 
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CASE  V. 

/ 

Another  gentleman,  about  fifty  years 
of  age,  of  a gouty  habit,  though  tem- 
perate in  his  way  of  living,  and  not  cor- 
pulent, being  at  his  vvriting-defk  foon 
after  dinner,  felt,  as  he  expreffed  it,  a 
ruffling  into  his  head,  and  foon  became 
dizzy.  He  had  juft  time  enough  to  alarm 
the  family,  who  came  to  his  affiftance, 
and  found  him  dropped  down  upon  the 
floor  apparently  dead  ; neverthelefs  he 
foon  became  better,  and  very  well  knew 
the  people  about  him;  but  there  remain- 
ed a great  pain  both  in  the  fore  and  back 
part  of  his  head ; upon  which  his  apo- 
thecary took  a fmall  quantity  of  blood 
away,  and  cleared  the  primse  viae  both 
by  purging  and  vomiting,  but  without 
effedf  ; for  the  pain  in  his  head  continued, 
and  he  now  perceived  a numbnefs  in  one 
hand,  a fpafmus  cynicus  (I  fuppofe  from 
the  flroke  affefting  fome  particular  nerves 

ferving 
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ferving  the  head)  in  a final!  degree  (hewed 
itfelf,  the  eye-lid  became  weak,  and  the 
eye  on  that  fide  the  face  watered. 

I now  faw  him  for  the  firft  time  ; his 
pulfe  was  ninety,  and  I ordered  him  fome 
James’s  powder,  which,  though  it  ope- 
rated by  (tool,  produced  no  other  effe£L 
Twenty  drops  of  laudanum  were  then 
given,  which  relieved  him  j and  after- 
wards, by  taking  a grain  of  opium,  with 
a fcruple  of  gum  fagapenum,  and  a 
drachm  of  aether  in  a draught  twice  a day, 
keeping  his  bowels  open,  the  nervous 
fymptoms  were  all  removed,  his  pulfe 
was  foon  reduced  to  feventy,  and  the 
bark,  gum  pills,  and  opium,  reftored  him 
to  perfedt  health. 

CASE  VI. 

A gentleman  about  the  fame  age  was 
feized  with  a giddinefs  in  his  head,  and 
fell  down,  but  after  fome  time  his  fenfes 
returned,  and  he  was  found  to  have  loft 
the  intire  ufe  of  one  fide.  His  apothecary 

having 
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time  he  had  taken  three  or  four  dofes,  the 

I : 

effects  of  the  opium  were  powerfully  evi- 
dent, which  being  laid  afide,  he  awoke 
with  a clear  head,  and  the  ufe  of  the 
limbs  very  much  reftored.  As  he  had  not 
had  a (tool  during  the  exhibition  of  the 
opiate,  his  bowels  were  opened.  He  after- 
wards went  on  with  twenty  drops  of  lau- 
danum every  night  j and  under  the  ufe 
of  the  animating  gums  in  the  day-time, 
joined  with  aether  and  opening  medi- 
cines, he  perfe&ly  recovered  the  ufe  of 
his  limbs. 

Unfortunately  he  was  now  feized  with 
a fit  of  the  gravel,  a difeafe  to  which  he 
had  been  fubjett.  This,  as  I afterwards 
difcovered,  brought  on,  no  uncommon 
fymptom,  a delirium,  which  was  afcribed 
to  debility,  &c.  and  the  apothecary,  who 
alone  had  the  management,  fuppofed  a 
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fatal  termination  would  be  the  con  Se- 
quence ; but  a difcharge  of  fix  /tones, 
fome  of  which  were  of  a large  fize,  re-  - 
moved  the  fymptoms  that  threatened  im- 
mediate danger. 

Previous  to  this  in.  my  abfence  a con- 
fultation  was  propofed,  and  late  one  night 
I was  defired  to  meet  two  more  phyficians 
in  confultation  next  morning ; but  being 
engaged  a great  way  from  home,  I did 
not  know  any  thing  of  the  appointment 
till  the  time  was  over,  and  one  phyficiart 
only  attended,  who  took  the  patient  into 
his  own  hands  ; but  he  was  fo  well  re- 
covered upon  tthe  palling  of  the  ftones, 
that  he  recommended  a journey,  more 
than  an  hundred  miles,  to  Bath,  which 
was  to  take  place  the  beginning  of  the 
following  week,  after  he  had  feen  him, 
and  prefcribed  for  him  again.  But  the 
directions  given  were  not  attended  with 
an  happy  illue,  his  journey  being  pre- 
vented by  a return  of  the  pal fy  j and, 
<»  ■ 

I am 


no  A Commentary  on  Apoplectic 

I am  well  informed,  he  was  bliftered  *, 
and  died. 

CASE  VII. 

A gentleman’s  butler  was  feized  with 
a violent  fpafnuis  cynicus,  accompanied 
with  great  pain  in  the  head,  juft  under 
the  lower  edge  of  the  temporal  mufcle, 
on  the  contrary  fide  to  that  on  which 
the  lips  were  preternaturally  drawn.  To 
allay  this  fymptom,  fnow,  ice,  and  fait 
mixed,  had  been  repeatedly  applied  on 
that  fide  the  head,  but  without  any  good 
effedt.  On  the  contrary,  there  followed 
a great  fuffufion  of  blood  in  the  vefTels 
of  the  tunica  adnata  of  the  difeafed  eye, 
and  the  lower  eye-lid  was  drawn  a con- 
fiderable  way  down  the  cheek.  Various 
remedies,  I was  told,  had  been  ufed,  but 
apparently  without  any  advantage ; and 
I had  a fair  opportunity  of  trying  whe- 
'ther  opium  would  be  more  fuccefsful. 

* General  practice  fan&ions  this  proceeding,  but 
whether  right  or  wrong  lime  will  difeover. 

We 
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We  began  with  a purge,  and  this 
having  done  its  office,  recourfe  was  had 
to  pills  compofed  of  the  gum  pill,  extraft 
of  bark,  Pill  Rufi,  of  each  one  drachm, 
and  opium  twelve  grains  made  into  thirty- 
fix  pills,  four  of  which  were  taken  twice 
a day,  together  with  three  tea  fpoonfuls 
of  a mixture  compofed  of  equal  parts  of 
j aether  and  chalybeate  wine,  and  his  face 
on  the  affe&ed  fide  was  rubbed  with 
asther  alone.  In  the  fpace  of  a week  he 
was  better,  the  pain  in  his  head,  which 
had  not  yet  left  him,  was  diminifhed,  and 
the  difeafed  mufcles  had  manifeftly  gained 
ftrength,  becaufe  the  lips  on  the  oppofite 
fide  were  lefs  contradfed  j and  every  time 
I afterwards  faw  him,  I could  perceive 
a confiderable  amendment.  But  though 
he  continued  to  get  better,  he  became 
tired  of  medicines,  and  left  them  ofF  j 
neverthelefs  he  recovered  in  a moderate 
fpace  of  time,  and  he  is  now  amazingly 
well  in  his  conftitution,  and  the  defor- 
mity of  his  face  is  removed. 
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CASE  VIII. 

The  following  cafe,  though  not  ftridtly 
a true  palfy,  was  owing,  in  all  appear- 
ance, to  a derangement  in  the  fubftance 
of  that  part  of  the  brain,  extended  to  the 
lower  parts  of  the  body  ; and  as  it  finally 

gave  way  to  the  fame  treatment,  we  place 

» 

it  in  this  clafs.  It  is  taken  from  the 
diary  of  Mr.  Salt,  the  younger,  of  Lich-* 
field,  to  whofe  accuracy  and  attention  we: 
are  greatly  indebted,  as  it  is  a good  in-% 
ftanee  of  the  different  effedts  of  irritat- 
ing, and  lfimulant  fedative  remedies  irti 

i i ; 

paralytic  affections.  * 

* It  is  wotth  confiJerirtg  how  far  the  derangement 
of  the  brain  in  concuffions,  and  in  the  true  palfy  are 
fimilar.  They  refemble  each  other  in  fome  particu- 
lars ; and  perhaps  the  inquiry  might  throw  a light 
upon  the  fubjedl,  if  any  thing  certain  could  be  dif- 
covered.  According  to  Bromfield  they  are  cured  in 
a fimilar  manner,  and  if  his  obfervations  are  confined 
to  concufiions  alone,  perhaps  they  may  be  properly 
applied. 
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£)n  a paralytic  affeElitn  from  a concufjion 
of  the  fpinal  marrow. 

“ September  22d,  1786,  William 
Simms,  a ftrong,  healthy  man,  forty 
years  of  age,  was  thrown  from  his  horfe, 
and  fell  with  confiderable  force  upon 
his  pofteriors.  He  foon  complained 
of  violent  pain  in  the  lumbar  region, 
darting  pains  down  the  thighs,  of  a 
want  of  fenfatidn,  and  a numbnefs  in 

1 

the  lower  extremities,  which  were  Cold  ; 
the  right  leg  was  the  lead  affe&ed,  and 
his  pulfe  was  fmall  and  flow.  Ten 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away,  and 
a fpiritudus  embrocation  applied  to  the 
Joins,  though  there  was  no  external 
appearance  of  contufion.” 

<(  23d,  There  was  no  alteration  in  the 
fymptomsj'he  had  not  yet  had  any 
inclination  to  make  water,  or  to  have 
a (tool ; he  had  little  deep  only  in  the 
night,  but  his  pain  diminifhed  upon 
going  into  a warm  bath.  Eight  grains 
of  calomel  were  now  given,  and  a dofe 

1 “ of 
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te  of  a ftrong  purging  mixture  was  of-  1 1 
“ dered  to  be  taken  every  two  hours,  till 
“ it  opened  the  bowels.  Upon  exami- 
“ nation  in  the  afternoon  his  bladder  was  ! 

“ found,  when  he  lay  upon  his  back,  inj  |( 
“ a flaccid  ftate,  and  to  extend  to  the!  „ 
“ navel.  As  he  had  not  yet  had  a ftool,i  , 
“ ten  grains  more  calomel  were  given,  , 
**  and  a ftronger  purging  mixture  ; for  ! , 
“ the  fphincter  ani  was  fo  perfe&ly  re- 
“ laxed,  that  clyfters  could  not  be  re-, 

<c  tained ; and  though  three  pints  of  dark 
<c  coloured  urine  were  taken  off  from  therl 
“ bladder,  it  was  neceffary  to  prefs  uponii 
“ the  abdomen,  to  force  it  through  the  i 
“ catheter.  It  was  difcovered  that  the:! 
<c  urethra  was  perfedlly  void  of  fenfationtll 
“ and  having  his  mind  much  deprefled,  j 
“ a cordial  mixture  was  ordered.” 

“ 24th.  He  felt  griping  pains  in  the 
“ upper  part  of  his  bowels  only,  (where  t 
" he  knew  by  his  own  feelings,  that  the 
“ fliock  had  not  extended)  and  had  many 
“ (tools,  but  without  the  lead  knowledge 
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“ of  their  coming  away.  Neverthelefs, 
his  pain  was  rather  diminifhed,  and 
his  legs  acquired  rather  more  fenfation, 

“ but  he  was  ftill  depreffed ; upon  which, 

“ a nutritive  diet  was  ordered,  the  cor- 
«*  dials  repeated,  his  water  was  again 
“ taken  away  by  the  catheter  and  pref- 
I **  fare,  and  twenty  drops  of  laudanum 
*c  were  given  him  at  bed-time.” 

<{  25th.  He  had  a greater  degree  of 
fenfation,  and  moved  his  legs  freely, 

!‘l  but  his  water  was  ftill  obliged  to  be 
j<£  taken  away  by  the  catheter  and  pref- 
“ fure.  The  urethra  and  redtum  were 
<{  perfectly  relaxed  and  infenfible,  his 
u fpirits  rather  amended,  but  he  had  no 
!“  ftqol  to-day.” 

<c  26th.  His  pulfe  was  only  fifty.  The 
**  purging  mixture  was  repeated  ; he  had 
" feveral  involuntary  ftools  his  urine 
**  was  removed  by  the  catheter,  See.  and 
!<f  the  anodyne  given  at  night.” 

“ 27th.  A degree  of  contraction  was 
€t  obferved  in  the  urethra  and  fphindter 

1 
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*e  ani.  In  addition  to  the  cordial  mix-'" 
“ ture,  and  anodyne  draught  at  night, 

<c  twenty  drops  of  tincture  of  cantharidesi 
f‘  were  ordered,  to  be  taken  every  eight 
“ hours.” 

“ 28th,  29th,  30th.  The  fymptoms 
continued  without  alteration.  The  1 
c<  fame  treatment  was  purfued,  except 
C(  that  the  dofe  of  tincture  of  cantharides  ; 
“ was  increafed  to  thirty  drops.  He  had  | 
“ now  involuntary  ftools,  and  thefe  only 
“ when  he  took  the  purging  mixture. 

“ His  urine  was  Hill  obliged  to  be  taken  | 
“ away  in  the  ufual  manner  every  day.” 

“ Oct.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6.  No  fort 
<e  of  alteration  ; wherefore  the  dofe  of 

0 

<c  tin&ure  of  cantharides  was  increafed  1 
“ to  forty  drops  each  time.  Neverthelefs, 

“ the  redtum  was  once  fo  diftended  with  : 
“ indurated  fasces,  that  they  prevented  1 
“ the  introduction  of  the  catheter  into  1 
<c  the  bladder,  till  they  were  fcooped 
tc  away,  of  which  operation  he  was  per- 
•*  fedtly  infenfible  j therefore  a large  blit- 
ter 
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<c  tei  was  applied  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
tf  os  facrum.” 

**  7th.  The  medicines  lafl  prefcribed 
“ were  continued.” 

“ 8th.  He  complained  of  fulnefs  in  his 
“ bladder,  lancinating  pain  in  the  ure- 
“ thra,  and  a fmarting  after  the  ufe  of 
“ the  catheter.  His  medicines  were  con- 
u tinued,  but  the  dofe  of  tinfture  of  can- 
“ tharides  was  increafed  to  a drachm, 

“ upon  which  his  pulfe  became  more 
<e  frequent,  and  the  fphin&er  ani  con- 
“ trailed/* 

“ 9th.  No  alteration.  Feeling  a diia- 
“ greeable  fenfation  in  his  bowels,  the 
te  calomel  and  purging  mixture  were  re- 
“ peated,  but  the  ftools  were  ftilf  invo- 
“ luntary.  Upon  introducing  a finger 
“ into  the  anus,  the  inner  coat  of  the 
“ re&um  was  found  to  be  much  thick,- 
“ ened.’* 

1 

“ 10th  & 1 ith.  He  perceives  his  flools, 
when  coming  away,  can  afiift  in  pro- 
truding  them,  and  his  water  frequently 
I 3 “ comes 
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{t  comes  away  upon  coughing.  Draughts  i 
with  bark  and  canella  alba  ordered* 

“ The  tinCture  of  cantharides  continued. 

“ The  opiate  increafed  to  twenty  drops  of 
• ‘ Thebaic  tincture  every  night.” 

“ 1 2th,  13th,  14th.  But  little  altera-  1 
*{  tion,  excepting  that  much  lefs  of  the  1 
“ cathartic  mixture  purges,  but  his  urine  <' 
<c  comes  away  involuntarily.” 

<c  1 6th.  Till  this  time  the  medicinet  < 

“ have  been  continued,  but  no  alteratior,  < 

* *.  ... 

in  the  patient.”  1 

“ 28th.  He  had  now  ftools  withouij 11 
“ cathartics,  the  reCtum  had  recovered  ittl  1 
“ fenfation  and  contraction.  He  void:  11 
“ urine  frequently,  by  comprefling  the  11 
“ bladder  ftrongly  with  the  mufcles  of  the 
**  abdomen.  He  can  walk  with  crutches 
“ but  his  toes  are  much  contracted.” 

“ The  tincture  of  cantharides  increafec 
“ to  two  drachms  at  each  dofe,  and  s 
“ large  fpoonful  of  muftard  feed  was 
given  every  morning.” 
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u Nov.  i ft.  By  ftrongly  contracting  the 
“ abdominal  mufcles,  he  could  void  his 
“ urine.  He  continued  the  bark  and 
“ the  opiate  every  night  for  fome  time, 
“ and  by  degrees  acquired  confiderable 
11  ftrength  and  fpirits.  Coftivenefs  now 
<c  being  his  chief  complaint  till  Sept. 
“ 28th  following,  when  he  had  the  mif- 
c<  fortune  of  lofing  his  wife,  which  great- 
<l  ly  affecled  his  fpirits,  brought  on  a pain 
u in  his  back,  a diminifhed  fenfation  both 
“ in  this  part  and  the  lower  extremities, 
u and  a fuppreflion  of  urine,  which  was 
“ removed  by  the  catheter,  and  taking 
“ cathartics.  His-  mind  was  much  de- 

i 

“ ranged,  and  wracked  by  falfe  notions. 
“ He  was  almoft  conftantly  in  a profufe 
“ perforation,  a,nd  complained  much  of 
“ thirft,  horrors,  and  inward  heat.” 

“ Valerian,  bark,  guaiacum,  6fc.  were 
cc  given,  and  a blifter  was  applied  to  the 
ct  back.  Afterwards  his  fceces  came  away 
“ involuntarily.” 

On  Dec.  8th  I favv  this  patient,  and 

I 4 had 
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had  the  pleafure  of  meeting  Dr.  Jones, 
who  had  attended  him  fome  time.  We 
found  his  fpirits  much  agitated,  his  pulfe 
low,  betwixt  fixty  and  feventy,  and  he  I 
got  but  very  little  deep.  He  could  not:j 
have  any  dools  without  the  affidance  of 
art,  and  found  great  difficulty  in  making 
water.  His  toes  were  dill  contraded,  he 
had  very  little  ufe  of  the  lower  extremi- 
ties, and  apparently  the  paralyfis  was 
again  approaching  with  rapid  drides. 

Upon  entering  on  the  bufinefs,  I gave 
the  dodor  a fliort  Iketch  of  my  ideas 
about  the  cure  of  palfies,  and  we  ordered , 
the  following  medicines. 

R Aq.  Puleg.  Simp.  — 3 x 

Gum  Sagapeni  — 3 i 

yEtheris  Vitriol  — 5 i 

Tind.  Theb.  — gt.  x 
fiat  haudus  ter  die  fumendus. 

R Petrol.  Barbadens  — 3 iv 

Spt.  Sal.  Ammon.  — 5 iv 

bat  litus,  quo  embrocetur  fpina  dorfi 
femel  vel  bis  die. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Salt  told  me,  “ that  after  taking 
“ the  draughts  a little  time,  his  mind 
<£  became  more  ferene,  his  pulfe  ftronger, 

«•  his  ftools  and  urine  regular  and  volun- 
“ tary,  his  pain  ceafed,  and  the  fenfa- 
f{  tion  of  the  lower  extremities  increafed. 

,c  He  perceived  no  other  fenfible  effeCl 
<c  from  the  medicine  than  a degree  of 
V drowfmefs  ; and  being  continued  until 
iC  January  25th  1789,  he  had  no  com- 

p plaint  left.” 

* **  * 

Perhaps  the  irritating  plan,  recom- 
mended fo  often  in  paralytic  affections  by 
men  of  the  firft  abilities,  never  had  a 
fairer  trial ; and  we  have  copied  the  nar- 
rative at  length,  as  we  fhall  hereafter 
have  occafion  to  make  ufe  of  it.  At  pre- 
fent,  however,  it  muft  be  obferved,  the 
firft  relief  the  patient  received,  though 
fmall,  was  from  the  warm  bath,  and 
purging ; but  much  more  benefit  was 
derived  from  the  opium  given  on  the 
24th ; for  on  the  25th  he  had  a greater 
degree  of  fenfation,  and  moved  his  legs 

freely ; 
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freely ; and  on  the  27th,  after  another 
dofe  of  opium,  a degree  of  contra&ion 
was  obferved  in  the  urethra  and  fphin&er 
ani  j and  how  far  the  opium,  which  wa^ 
given  every  night,  and  bark,  contributed 
to  the  firft  recovery,  deferves  confidera- 
tion. 

On  a fiaking  palfyt  apparently  from 
•worms. 

CASE  IX. 

A poor  boy,  about  twelve  or  thirteen 
years  of  age,  was  feized  with  the  jfhaking 
palfy.  His  legs  became  ufelefs,  and,  to- 
gether with  his  head  and  hands,  were  in 
continual  agitation.  After  many  weeks 
trial  of  various  remedies,  my  affiftance 
was  defired. 

His  bowels  being  cleared,  I ordered 
him  a grain  of  opium  a day  in  the  gum 
pill  j and  in  three  or  four  days  the 
(haking  had  nearly  left  him.  By  purfuing 
this  plan,  and  keeping  his  bowels  open, 

he 
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he  could  foon  walk,  but  was  incapable  of 
fpeaking  a Tingle  word  for  feveral  weeks 
afterwards ; in  which  time  his  father  told 
me,  that  many  fmall  worms  crept  from 
him  every  night  when  in  bed.  Upon  this 
information  I ordered  Tome  calomel,  &c. 
but  he  did  not  take  it,  and  got  well  by 
the  medicines  be  was  purfuing,  which, 
in  this  inflance,  proved  a vermifuge. 
The  lafl  time  I Taw  him,  I had  the  plea- 
fure  of  hearing  him  talk  very  well,  and 
of  feeing  him  perfedly  reflored  to  health. 
A curious  inflance  this  of  the  effeds  of 
irritation  in  the  bowels,  of  the  power  of 
opium  in  animating  the  nerves,  and  of 
rendering  them  infenfible  to  the  offend- 
ing caufe,  where  the  bath  waters  mofl 
frequently  fail. 

Thefe  are  a few  of  the  trials  I have 
made,  and  I am  fo  well  convinced  of  the 
good  effeds  of  opium  in  the  cure  of  the 
true  palfy , that  I now  order  it  without 
hefitation,  much  in  general  to  my  fatif- 

fadion. 
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faction.  But  I do  not  think  large  dofes 
are  at  all  neceffary ; two  or  three  grains 
in  thefpace  of  twenty-four  hours  appear- 
ing to  me  to  be  fully  fufficient  where  it 
is  capable  of  doing  fervice. 
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PART  II.  SECTION  IV. 


On  fpurious  Paljies . 

J T has  already  been  obferved,  that  a Differ. 

true  palfy  is  owing  to  fome  kind  of  CwiKt 
derangement  in  the  fubftance  of  the  brain  ^„cri^ 
itfelf,  from  an  inflantaneous  or  fudden 
alteration  that  occafions  its  ceafing  to  be 
a condudtor  of  the  powers  of  motion. 

On  the  contrary,  the  fpurious  palfy,  un- 
lefs  from  accident,  or  metaftafis  of  mor- 
bid matter,  attacks  gradually  more  or 
lefs.  It  is  the  palfy  the  Baron  Van  Swi- 
eten  every  where  treats  of,  and  to  which 
his  theory  and  practice  can  only  be  ap- 
plied. The  brain,  in  the  affe&ed  part, 
continues  in  the  enjoyment  of  its  powers, 
but  is  interrupted  by  fome  mechanical 
caufe,  as  is  evident  from  the  palfy  ceafing 
upon  fuch  caufe  being  removed.  This  is 
daily  experienced  in  every  paralytic  affec- 
tion arifing  from  preffure.  And  we  may 

further 


126  A Commentary  on  Apoplectic 

further  obferve,  that  in  the  true  palfy  We 
have  often  much  afTiftance  from  the  fpon- 
taneous  efforts  of  nature  without  the  help 
of  medicine  ; whereas  it  more  commonly 
happens  in  fpurious  palfies,  that  the  ex- 
traneous impediment  to  a cure  mull  firft 
be  removed  by  art,  before  nature  can  give 
, her  afiidance. 

CASE  X. 

> 

A miller’s  lad,  being  thrown  from  his 
horfe,  received  a partial  diflocation  of  the 
neck,  and  a paraplegia  * was  the  imme- 
diate confequence  3 but  his  neck  being 
pulled  ftrait  two  hours  afterwards,  the 
nfe  of  his  limbs  foon  began  to  return, 
and  a perfect  recovery  followed  bleeding, 
and  the  ufe  of  topical  applications  to  the 
bruifed  parts. 

* This  word  I fee  is  ufed  in  different  fenfes.  Are- 
tzeus  fays,  “ it  is  an  affe£tion  of  the  fenfe  of  touch 
“ or  motion  in  one  member  only,  fuch  as  the  hand 
“ or  leg we  have  here  ufed  it  in  the  more  common 
acceptation,  a palfy  of  all  the  parts  below  the  neck. 

CASE 
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CASE  XI. 

A mandrel  falling  down  the  (haft  upon 
a collier’s  head,  who  was  at  work,  frac- 
tured his  fcull,  and  deprefled  a confider- 
able  portion  of  bone.  An  hemiplegia, 
with  the  lofs  of  fight  of  the  eye  on  the 
fame  fide  as  the  injury,  were  the  confe- 
quence  ; but  upon  removing  the  preflure 
by  taking  away  the  bone,  his  eye-fight 
and  limbs  were  reftored.  Which  common 
cafes  we  introduce  to  point  out,  that  we 
have  nothing  more  to  do  in  recent  para- 
lytic affections,  arifing  from  obflruCtion 
or  compreffion,  where  the  fubftance  of 
the  brain  is  not  injured,  than  to  remove 
the  extraneous  caufe  of  the  difeafe ; which 
we  will  illuftrate  by  a few  inftances. 


CASE 
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Palfy 

from 

taking 

cold. 


On  a paralytic  affection  ariffngfrom  cold 
and  damp. 

CASE  XII. 

/ • • i 1 

A boy  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  at 
Neatherfeal,  had  been  inoculated  for  the 
fmaU  pox ; and  having  but  about  ten- 
puftules  upon  him,  went  out  at  the  height 
of  the  difeafe  in  the  latter  end  of  June, 
or  the  beginning  of  J uly,  to  harveft  work  > 
but  finding  himfelf  not  well,  while  load- 
ing hay,  was  ordered  home.  He  flopped,- 
however,  in  his  way,  and  laying  himfelf 
down  upon  the  grafs  in  an  open  meadow, 
fell  afleep,  and  received  upon  his  body, 
being  almoft  naked,  a milling  rain  for 
feveral  hours,  till  he  was  found  fenfelefs,- 
and  nearly  dead.  His  pulfe  was  very 
feeble  and  flow  ; his  limbs  were  perfe&ly 
cold  and  ufelefs ; when  lifted  up,  his  head 
fell  down,  like  a man  newly  dead  ; his- 
tongue  hung  out  of  his  mouth  ; he  Haver- 
ed much,  and  appearing  fo  lifelefs,  there 
was  but  little  profpeft  of  his  recovery. 

He 
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tic  was,  however,  well  rubbed  with 
toarm  flannel,  aflafcetida  clyfters  were 
given,  a blifter  was  applied  to  his  back, 
the  cordial  confection,  diflblved  in  a vo- 
latile julep  *,  was  forced  down  by  the 
help  of  a fpoon  with  difficulty  by  a little 
at  a time  ; when  he  could  fwallow  better, 
warm  poflet  drink  was  now  and  then 
given  him;  and  as  foon  as  poffible  a warm 
purge  ; which  means  produced  a moifture 
on  his  fkin,  and  he  recovered,  fo  that  in 
a week  he  feemed  to  be  out  of  danger* 
and  in  a fliort  time  got  perfectly  well. 

CASE  XIII. 

“ A Iufty  and  healthy  young  man* 

‘ aged  twenty-one  years,  being  violently 
‘ heated,  threw  himfelf  on  the  ground, 

1 and  fell  faff  afleep.  He  was  found* 

* R Aq.  Menth.  Pip.  % iv 
Spt.  Minder.  ^ ii 
Sal.  Vol.  c.  c.  gt.  xx 
Sacchar.  alb . 3 ii 

fiat  julapium. 

K 
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“ after  Tome  hours,  utterly  incapable  of 
“ voluntary  motion,  fenfelefs,  with  great 
<c  coldnefs  of  the  limbs,  and  furface  ofi 
*'  the  body  ; he  was  deprived  of  the 
“ power  of  fpeech,  and  his  water  flowed ; 

“ involuntarily.  He  was  bled  ; a purge. 

“ was  given  him,  and  a blifler  placed 
<c  upon  his  back  j notwithftanding  which, 

“ a very  confiderable  degree  of  ftupor, 

“ frequent  unequal  refpiration,  and  a 
“ pnlfe  flow  and  full  remained.” 

“ Upon  this,  March  28th,  ftimulating, 

“ clyfters  were  adminiftered,  the  whole 
“ head  was  covered  with  a blifler,  a 
“ flrong  volatile  liniment  was  applied  to 
“ the  pubis,  to  the  fpine  of  the  back, 

“ and  to  the  lower  limbs.  A bolus,  con-  r 
“ lifting  of  volatile  fait,  and  cordial  comi  * 
“ fedion,  each  one  fcruple,  and  one  grain  « 
“ of  cantharides,  was  given  every  fi?  n 
“ hours,  and  walked  down  with  a flrong 
“ infufion  of  valerian,  horfe  radifli,  muf-i  « 
ce  tard  feed,  and  canella  alba,  but  with  « 
“ out  any  effed  wherefore,  March  31ft 

“ th-i 
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»*  the  volatile  fait  and  confe&ion  were 
*«  increafed  to  half  a drachm  each,  and 
the  grain  of  cantharides  was  added  to 
« it  as  heretofore ; but  inftead  of  once 
««  in  fix  hours,  it  was  repeated  with  the 
«*  infufion  every  three  hours.” 

“ April  4th.  After  a clyfler,  ten  grains 
“ more  volatile  fait,  and  a grain  of  can- 
“ tharides,  were  added  to  the  bolus.  Oil 
the  6th  in  the  evening  an  alteration  in 
“ the  fymptoms  took  place,  he  became 
il  reftlefs,  was  able  to  tofs  himfelf  about, 

**  and  frequently  applied  his  hand  to  the 
“ region  of  the  pubis  (being  yet  unable 
“ to  fpeak)  feemingly  from  its  being  the 
part  mod  aggrieved.  Neverthelefs, 
u from  this  time  he  daily  amended;  and 
tc  with  the  afliftance  of  gum  guaiacum, 

“ volatile  fait,  cantharides,  an  infufion 
of  valerian,  plafters  to  the  foies  of  his 
“ feet,  aromatics,  ihehark,  and  the 
“ cold  bath,  nothing  on  the  12th  of  May 
“ remained  of  the  difeafe,  except  a trifling 

K 2 “ weak- 
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c‘  weaknefs  of  his  left  hand,  of  vtfhich  I 
“ he  foon  recovered.” 

Now  both  thefe  laft  inftances  feem  to  I 
have  been  of  the  fame  fort,  and  to  have 
arifen  from  the  vafa  minima,  and  the 
brainular  fyftem,  See.  being  rendered  by  i 
cold  and  obftrudtion  incapable  of  per- 
forming  their  office  ; and  thefe  impedi-  j 
ments  to  a recovery  were  in  all  likelihood  ! 
removed  by  increanng  the  circulation,, 
and  by  rendering  the  whole  flate  of  thei 
velfels  pervious  by  the  volatile  fait,  cor-  j 
dials  and  blitters  ; nor  is  the  want  of  fuc-- 
cefs  from  large  dofes  of  volatile  fait,  int 
a true  palfy,  any  argument  againft  their 
effedfs  in  the  prefent  cafes.  In  the  one*  j 
as  we  have  already  obferved,  animating 
and  fedative  remedies  are  required  j in 
the  other,  acrid  medicines,  capable  of  dif-  I 
folving  and  fetting  at  liberty  the  confined  i 
fluids,  are  appofite  afliftants.  Hence  it 
follows,  that  the  fuccefs,  in  the  above 
cafes,  is  no  rule  for  pra&ice  in  the  true 
palfy;  for  thefe  diforders  differ  as  much 

from 
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from  each  other  in  their  nature,  as  in- 
flammatory and  nervous  cholics;  and  that 
which  would  do  fervice  in  one,  will  do 
injury  in  the  other. 

It  has  been  thought,  that  the  recovery 
of  the  laft  patient  was  chiefly  effected  by 
the  cantharides  ; but  furely  without  clear 
evidence  to  fupport  fuch  an  opinion,  as 
when  we  fpeak  of  the  effects  of  cantha- 
rides in  palfies,  will  more  fully  appear. 
At  prefent  we  fliall  only  obferve,  that  we 
do  not  think  it  poflible  to  fay  what  (hare 
they  had  in  the  recovery,  becaufe  volatile 
fait  and  ftimulants  were  given  at  the  fame 
time;  and  if  nothing  was  expelled  from 
two  fcruples  of  volatile  fait  at  a dofe, 
why  was  it  given  every  three  or  four 
hours  ? Indeed  there  is  every  reafon  to 
conclude,  that  it  was  a chief  agent  in  the 
cure  ; becaufe  wTe  fee  it  was  fuccefsful  in 
a fimilar  inftance,  where  cantharides  were 

not  given  ; and  becaufe  attenuants  and 

* 

deohftruents  wrere  the  remedies  princi- 
pally required. 
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But  the  quetiion  is,  are  fuch  large  dofes. 
of  volatile  fait  neceffary,  though  we  have 
feen  the  Baron  Van  Swieten  fet  the  ex- 
ample, with  larger  dofes  than  were  given 
in  the  cafe  juft  quoted  ? To  which  we 
may  anfwer,  that  much  lefs  dofes  fucceed- 
ed  in  the  lad  at  Neatherfeal,  and  in  fomc 
other  paralytic  affections  we  fhall  have 
occafion  to  mention.  And  thofe  who  arc 
acquainted  with  the  effeCts  of  the  Bolu$ 
ad  Cafum  of  Fuller,  know  very  well,  that 
five  grains  of  volatile  fait,  taken  every 
four  hours  in  Venice  treacle,  and  wafhed 
down  with  poffet  drink,  will  foon  raife 
a moft  profufe  fweat,  which,  by  render- 
ing the  whole  ffate  of  the  veffels  pervi- 
ous *,  accomplices  the  point,  which 

ought 

* Fifty  years  ago,  when  I firft  entered  into  the 
profeffion,  this  remedy  was  very  much  ufed  after 
bleeding  in  general  bruifes,  and  I have  frequently 
feen  it  produce  excellent  effe&s.  When  I had  the 
care  of  feveral  collieries,  I often  had  recourfe  to  this 
practice  in  violent  bruifes,  from  great  quantities  of 
earth  or  coal  falling  upon  the  men  ; and  I think, 

from 
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ought  to  be  had  in  view  under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  j and  what  more  is  necefiary  ? 

; CASE  XIV. 

A woman  took  a cold  in  the  early  part 
I of  her  lying  in,  loft  the  ufe  of  her  legs  and 
thighs,  and  they  appeared  to  be  perfedfly 
paralytic  ; but  upon  opening  her  bowels, 
giving  a fweating  julep,  and  applying  a 
volatile  liniment  to  the  affedted  parts,  fhe 
Ipeedily  recovered;  feemingly,  becaufe  the 
whole  ftate  of  the  fmall  veflels  was  made 
permeable,  the  obftrudion  removed,  and 
the  nerves,  which  had  no  difeafe  in  them- 
felves,  were  left  at  liberty  to  perform  their 
office. 

from  the  plentiful  fweat  which  it  brought  on,  I have 
feen  fpeedier  recoveries  than  when  Sydenham’s  me- 
thod of  bleeding  and  purging  was  adhered  to  alone  ; 
though  I never  failed  to  purge  the  patient  when 
fweating  had  done  its  office.  And  though  I have 
modernized  the  pra&ice,  in  confequence  of  what  has 
been  faid  about  the  effeSs  of  heating  fudorifics,  I 
cannot  in  this  inftance  difcover  that  I have  amend- 
ed it, 
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CASE  xy. 
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Jtheuma- 

tifm. 


A young  woman,  who  imagined  {he 
had  taken  cold,  but  not  at  any  particular 
time,  was  feized  with  a great  pain  in  her 
bowels,  attended  with  a paralyfis  of  the 
lower  extremities,  which  did  not  give  way 
to  calomel,  and  warm  purges,  in  which 
there  was  balfam  of  Peru  j but  upon  giv- 
ing her  James’s  Powder,  and  Mindere-  , 
rius’s  fpirit  in  peppermint  water,  {he 
fweat  moderately,  and  was  cured,  proba- 
bly, by  fome  kind  of  obftrudtion  being 
removed.  Paralytic  affections,  from  a 
fudden  check  of  perfpiration,  &c.  come 
under  this  head,  and  examples  are  unne- 
ceffary. 

Somewhat  fimilar  to  thefe  are  para- 
lytic affedtions  arifing  from  rheumatic 
complaints,  becaufe  they  are  not  occa- 
sioned by  any  internal  affection  of  the 
nerves  themfelves,  but  by  glairy  lymph 
Stagnating  in  the  lymphatic  veffels  about 

the 
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the  nerves,  the  membranes,  and  ligaments, 
and  in  the  interfaces  of  the  mufcular 
fibres,  &c.  confequently  the  attempts  to 
tcure  in  this  inftance  muft  be  by  remedies 
proper  for  the  rheumatifm,  under  its  dif- 
ferent circumftances,  though  opium,  on 
account  of  pain,  may  often  be  an  ufeful 
afliftant. 

Suppofing  the  difeafe  to  be  occafioned 
by  a gradual  furcharge  of  lymph,  or,  as 
Boerhaave  calls  it, of  morbific  matter,  over- 
loading and  diftending  the  veflels,  within 
a portion  of  the  fubftance  of  the  brain, 
in  fuch  a manner  as  to  obftrudt  or  com- 
prefs  it  i attenuating  the  fluids,  and 
making  a derivation  from  the  affedfed 
part,  muft  of  courfe  be  a proper  method 
of  attempting  a cure  ; and  we  have  ac- 
cordingly feen  it  fuccefsful  under  filch 
circumftances.  Or  it  is  juft  the  fame 
thing,  when  a local  palfy  happens,  from 
lymph  ftagnating  betwixt  the  coats  of 
the  nerve,  fo  as  to  comprefs  itj  for  fet- 
ting  the  fluid  at  liberty,  in  the  manner 
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we  fhall  have  hereafter  occafion  to  men- 
tion, is  the  remedy  ; nor  is  it  neceflary  to 
notice  any  other  examples  of  this  kind, 
as  they  will  prefent  themfelves  to  the 
mind  of  every  intelligent  practitioner  j 
and  in  fpeaking  of  the  remedies  in  com- 
mon ufe,  the  fubjeCt  will  naturally  be 
refum'ed. 

We  have  given  a cafe  of  a fpurious  pal- 
fy,  occafioned  by  worms,  in  which  opium 
and  the  gum  pill  cured  the  patient.  But 
though  we  imagine  opium  will  always  be 
ferviceable  in  fuch  inftances,  yet  we  think 
at  the  fame  time  we  give  opium,  atten- 
tion Ihould  be  paid  to  removing  the 
worms  by  the  remedies  proper  for  this 
purpcfe. 

We  have  in  this  neighbourhood  pot- 
kilns,  in  which  much  lead  is  ufed.  The 
workmen,  who  powder  the  fcoria  of  this 
mineral,  are  fubjeCl  to  the  bellon,  and  to 
a paralylis  of  the  limbs,  from  fwallowing 
the  duft  which  arifes  in  this  operation. 
It  is  almoft  impoffible  to  conceive  the 

quantity 


and  Paralytic  AjfeEliom.  139 
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quantity  of  lymph,  which  is  fecreted  into, 
and  becomes  ropy  in  the  ftomach,  & c. 
and  being  coloured  by  the  lead,  is  called 
by  thefe  artificers  fludge.  I have  feveral 
times  feen  both  the  cholic  and  paralyfis 
cured  by  repeated  vomiting,  and  fmart 
purges } for  Wronger  purges  are  required 
in  this  inftance  than  in  any  I know  of. 

Nor  is  any  good  to  be  expe&ed  till  the 
primae  vias  are  well  cleared.  Afterwards  I 
have  given  a faponaceous  emulfion,  com- 
pofed  of  fait  of  tartar,  oil,  and  water,  by 
which,  and  the  balfam  of  peru,  whofe 
eminent  fervices  have  fo  often  been  expe- 
rienced in  the  cholic  of  Poiftou,  the  pa- 
tient has  frequently  recovered.  * But 
there  is  an  ufeful  paper  on  this  fubjedf, 
in  the  twenty- fecond  article  of  the  firft 
volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Eflays,  and  ob- 
fervations  phyfical  and  literary,  to  which, 

-and  Sir  George  Baker’s  obfervations  con- 

* Other  kind  of  poifons,  when  they  bring  on  pa- 
ralytic affe&ions,  befides  clearing  the  primse  vias, 
piuft  be  treated  with  proper  antidotes. 


cerning 
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cerning  the  cholic  of  Poiftou,  * I refer 
for  fuller  information. 

But  the  nerves  of  the  primse  vise  are 
From  af-  xiot  only  to  be  attended  to  j thofe  in  the 
oftheWf-  other  parts  of  the  vifcera,  I am  convinced, 
ur*'  are  often  the  feat  of  the  difeafe.  Affec- 
tions of  the  liver,  fpleen,  pancreas,  and 
mefentery,  £cc.  bring  on  paralytic  affec- 
tions in  the  limbs  j and  thefe  muft  be 
treated  with  their  own  proper  remedies 
along  with  opium ; otherwife,  though 
opium  might  mitigate  the  fymptoms, 
patch-work  only  would  be  the  confe- 
quence.  In  like  manner,  when  a palfy 
Convui-  arifes  from  convulfive  fpafms,  opium  is 
a powerful  affiftant,  to  fuch  medicines  as 
are  ufually  adminiftered  to  remove  the 
caufe  of  fpafmodic  affections.  In  fhort, 
in  the  true  palfy,  opium  is  much  to  be 
when^o  depended  upon,  but  in  the  fpurious  pal- 
be given.  fy}  \s  at  all  times  only  an  auxiliary. 


* Med.Tranf.  vol.  3,  p.  407. 
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PART  II.  SECTION  V. 

• - t 

On  the  common  remedies  in  ufe  for  the  cure 
of  PatfeSj  and  Paralytic  Affections, 


pPHESE  have  already  been  enumerated 
A by  Cullen,  * under  the  name  of 
ftimulants  j by  which  he  means  irritating 
remedies,  becaufe,  he  fays,  “ they  (hew 
«*  their  power  by  irritating  the  fkin.”  *j- 
Stimulants,  according  to  our  definition, 
have  no  fuch  effect ; and  I believe,  upon 
fair  enquiry,  it  will  appear,  that  irritat- 
ing remedies,  whether  externally  or  in- 
ternally employed,  are  applicable  only  in 
fpurious  palfies  j and  that  they  often  do 
harm,  and  never  fervice  in  the  true  palfy. 
Even  Cullen,  in  fumming  up  the  evi- 
dence his  long  experience  had  produced, 
fays,  “ with  refpedt  to  the  whole  of 


Irritating 
remedies 
when  pro- 
per in 
palfies. 


* Fiift  lines,  vol,  3,  p,  61. 
f Ibid.  p.  62. 
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“ thefe  internal  ftimulants  *,  it  is  to  b£ 

% 

4t  obferved,  that  they  feldom  prove  very 
,c  powerful  -j~ ; and  wherever  there  is  any 
“ doubt  concerning  the  nature  or  ffcate  of 
“ the  difeafe,  they  may  readily  do  harm, 
“ and  are  often  therefore  of  ambiguous 
“ ufe all  which,  as  the  matter  at  pre- 
fent  (lands,  we  believe  to  be  true  j arid 
(hall  be  happy  if  a different  view  of  the 
fubjedl  leads  to  more  certainty. 

Aroma-  Aromatics  have  been  in  conflant  ufe 

tics. 

in  this  complaint.  They  are  (limulants, 
which  are  faid  to  a£t  chiefly  upon  the 
fanguiferous  fyftem.  The  nerves  of  the 
flomach  are  alfo,  no  doubt,  affedfed  by 
them  ; and  they  may,  perhaps,  have  been 
ufeful,  by  warming  the  nerves  of  this 
vifcus,  where  warmth  is  wanting  ^ but 

• This  book,  we  fuppofe,  is  in  every  body’s  hands  i 
and  we  therefore  do  not  copy  them,  we  allude  how- 
ever here  to  what  are  called  the  ftimulantia  cardiaca, 
cinnamon,  nutmegs,  and  wine,  Sic.  Vol.  3.  p.  70. 
1112. 

+ See  alfo  Dr.  Falconer’s  paper  in  the  Memoirs 
of  the  Med.  Society.  Vol.  2.  p.  221. 
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injurious  where  an  inflammatory  diathe- 
fis  prevails.  However,  I never  faw  effects 
from  them  worth  notice  in  this  com- 
plaint, while  I followed  the  common 
mode  of  proceeding  j wherefore  I gave  pre- 
ference to  cephalics,  as  they  are  called,  be- 
caufe  they  feemingly  aft  upon  the  nerves 
in  a different  manner.  Of  this  tribe  we 
will  inftance  rofemary,  lavendar,  and  va- 
lerian ; the  latter  of  which  I had  more 
confidence  in,  becaufe  I had  feen  feveral 
with  weak  eyes  get  well  while  they  were 
taking  it ; and  all  of  them,  no  doubt, 
are  ftimulants,  becaufe  they  animate,  by 
acting  immediately  upon  the  nervous 
fyftem,  without  irritating,  or  occafloning 
inflammation.  Simply  conftdered,  how- 
ever, they  are  ftimulants  of  an  inferior 
order,  without  a fedative  property  ; and 
feem  not  to  be  fufficiently  animating  to 
reftore  the  nerves  to  their  priftine  ftate 
in  a true  palfy.  The  credit  they  have  ac- 
quired was  probably  in  fpontaneous  reco- 
veries, where  nervine  cordials  only  were 

required. 
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required.  In  this  inftance  they  are  proper 
remedies  j but  they  will  make  quicker 
work,  if  joined  with  laudanum. 

The  volatile  falts  and  fpirits  are  ftimu- 

t 

lants,  according  to  our  fenfe  of  the  word* 
becaufe  they  revive  the  fpirits  when  ap- 
plied to  the  olfactory  nerves  j and  when 
taken  inwardly,  they  promote  fweat,  in- 
flead  of  inflammation ; but  thefe  things 
will  hereafter  be  fpoken  of,  and  we  fhall 
therefore  advert  to  irritants. 

Cels  us  * recommended  a practice* 
which  I fuppofe  had  been  in  ufe  before 
his  time,  of  irritating  the  fkin  of  the 
benumbed  limb  with  nettles,  or  muftard, 
till  the  part  begins  to  look  red  -(•  j which 
we  (hall  hereafter  confider,  in  fpeaking 
of  topical  applications  to  palfied  limbs  $ 
at  prefent  we  may  obferve,  that  this  treat- 
ment, no  doubt,  occafioned  muftard  being 

# Lib.  2.  cap.  27. 

+ Tin&ure  of  cantharides  has  been  ufed  for  this 
purpofe  j and  what  it  may  do  in  local  fpurious  palfies* 
I cannot  tell.  What  is  faid  of  other  irritants  in  the 
true  palfy,  is  applicable  to  this  remedy. 

given 
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given  inwardly  for  the  purpofe  of  irri- 
tating, and  it  certainly  does  fometimes 
irritate  the  primas  viae  ; becaufe  the  pow- 
der, in  large  dofes,  will  now  and  then 
vomit,  and  open  the  bowels ; and  thef$ 
effects  may  do  fome  fervice  in  this  difeafe 
when  feated  in  the  ftomach.  But  how 
often  do  we  fee  the  fharpeft  preparations 
of  it  eaten  in  large  quantities  without 
any  remarkable  effeCt  ? And  1 am  led  to 
think,  from  what  1 have  feen,  that  while 
we  are  trifling  with  this,  we  are  neglect- 
ing more  powerful  remedies. 

Blifters,  which  are  highly  irritating, 
have  been  ufed  upon  fomewhat  fimilar 
principles.  They  are  edged  tools,  and 
feemingly  fhould  never  be  employed  in 
a true  palfy. 

CASE  XVI. 

A lady  betwixt  fifty  and  fixty  years  of 
age  was  feized  with  an  hemiplegia  j ner- 
vine cordials,  wine,  &c.  were  given,  and 
upon  the  arm,  betwixt  the  elbow  and  the 

L . wrifl. 
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wrift,  a blifter  was  applied.  But  not-  I 
withftanding  the  reft  of  the  body  fpon>  i 
taneoufly  recovered,  this  part  remained  j 
ufelef3  as  long  as  fhe  lived  j and  I have 
very  lately  feen  a fimilar  inftance  in  a 
boy,  who  appears,  after  the  ufe  of  blif- 
ters,  to  be  rendered  perfectly  incurable. 
Indeed  it  feems  to  me,  that  by  fretting 
they  weaken  the  nerves ; and,  in  true 
palfies,  fometimes  leave  them  in  a ftate  j 
of  debility  unfavorable  to  a recovery,  as 
happened  in  the  above  inftances.  Truly 
I am  very  fearful  the  free  ufe  of  them 
has  too  often  rendered  the  difeafe  per- 
manent, or  killed  the  patient. 

They  are,  however,  fometimes  applied 
in  this  difeafe,  apparently  without  either 
doing  good  or  harm,  the  patient  remain- 
ing in  ftatu  quo.  But  the  queftion  is, 
what  might  have  happened  had  they  not 
been  employed?  For  my  part,  fince  I 
have  known  the  difference  betwixt  true 
and  fpurious  palfies,  I cannot  call  to 
mind  one  inftance  in  which  their  fervice 


was 


H7 


and  P analytic  Affections- 

I v/as  manifeft  in  the  palfy,  in  which  we 

I are  reprobating  their  ufe  ; though  I have 
feen  very  many,  who,  after  recourfe  has 
been  had  to  them,  have  dragged  on  a 
miferable  life. 

Great  things,  under  various  conje&ural 
theories,  have  been  faid  in  their  favor  j 
1 which  perhaps  have  been  Supported  by 
: recoveries  in  recent  or  fpurious  palfies 

under  their  application  j for  fpurious  pal- 

* 

Ties  are  often  relieved  by  their  ufe.  In 
the  other  we  are  to  remember,  that  na- 
ture many  times  furmounts  difficulties 
thrown  in  her  way,  that  fpontaneous 
recoveries  frequently  happen  *,  and  that 
.before  the  good  effects  of  bliflers  can  be 
! ascertained,  it  muff;  be  proved  that  the 
amendment  would  not  have  been  brought 
about,  unlefs  they  had  been  ufed  ; and 
do  not  we  in  chronic  palfies  always  find 
them  ufelefs  ? 

* See  next  Cafe. 
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CASE  XVII. 
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1 know  indeed  Dr.  Charleton  * give: 
an  inftance,  where  a man,  having  ; 
cyder-cholic,  loft  the  ufe  of  his  hand 
and  arms  j but  in  a couple  of  month 
“ by  the  ufe  of  the  Bath  waters,  he  re-.’l 
“ gained  the  pcrfedt  aftion  and  ftrengtf 
“ of  his  arms  ; the  mufcles  of  his  fin 
“ gers,  however,  not  advancing  equally 
<c  in  their  recovery  with  thofe  of  thi 
“ arms,  blifters  were  applied  to  the 
“ wrifts  j”  by  which  (it  was  fuppofedj 
thofe  parts  were  alfo  reftored  to  theii 
natural  powers.  But  whoever  calls  t 
mind  how  often  Bath  waters  relieve  pa 
ralytic  affections,  where  blifters  have  n 
fort  of  effect  j that  when  difeafes  of  th 
bowels,  or  other  parts  of  the  vifcera,  which 
occafion  palfies,  are  removed,  the  palfy1 
ceafes  ; that  they  were  removed  in  this: 
inftance  j and  that  when  figns  of  recovery 


’*  Efficacy  of  warm  bathing  in  palfies,  p.  76. 
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begin  to  appear  ■f-,  the  patient  in  the  end 
commonly  gets  well ; we  are  inclined  to 
conclude,  that  the  whole  reftoration  was 
?!  owing  to  the  waters  alone,  and  that  the 
life  of  the  fingers  would  have  returned, 
though  the  blifters  had  not  been  applied  ; 
4 for  have  we  not  given  fome  indances 
which  feem  to  prove,  that  in  the  recovery 
of  the  office  of  the  nerves  in  this  com- 
plaint, if  we  are  able  to  put  the  agent, 
by  which  they  produce  their  effects,  into 
^regular  motion  again,  it  continues  like 
the  pendulum  of  a clock,  and  gradually 
increafes  in  power  to  a greater  or  lefs 
degree  of  reftoration  ? And  I have  very 
little  doubt  of  a recovery,  more  or  lefs 
perfeft,  whenever  I fee  the  patient  jnove 
his  fingers  and  toes  regularly  and  volun- 
tarily, provided  nature  is  not  interrupted 
ji  in  her  work  by  irritating  remedies. 

t The  Bath  phyficians  and  furgeons  obferve,  that 
!5  when  patients  are  difcharged  much  better , they  very 
often  continue  to  amend  and  gain  ftrength,  till  they 
3re  perfe&ly  well. 

l 3 
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A diftincfion,  however,  mud  be  mack 
betwixt  the  partial  returns  of  motion 
which  feeni  to  be  occafioned  by  a fudder 
ftruggle  of  nature,  and  that  which  comes 
on  gradually  ; the  one  being  very  imper 
fedt,  often  affedting  one  or  both  limbs 
onlv  of  the  fame  fide,  and  little  or  nc 
alteration  happens  after  the  firft  effort  i: 
over,  the  paralytic  member  remaining  ar 
ungovernable  part  of  the  body  : whereas 
in  the  other,  from  the  firft  figns  of  reco-*  p 
very,  the  fingers  or  toes  (for  inftance] 
regularly  fhew  their  fubferviency  to  the  h 
command  of  the  will,  and  by  degrees 
often  aflame  their  wonted  ufe. 

On  the  contrary,  we  know  it  fometimes 
happens,  that  there  is  not  any  remiffion 
in  the  difeafe,  the  power  which  gives 
motion  to  the  mufcles  being  intirely  abo- 
lifhed  at  the  onfet,  and  incapable  of 
being  reftored  either  by  art  or  nature. 
Nor  do  I fee  how  blifters  to  the  wrifts 
could  be  ferviceable  ; for  the  tendons  are  i . 
pnly  infenfible  inelaftic  pullies,  and  could 

not, 
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not,  I think,  be  afted  upon,  To  as  to 
renew  motion  by  blifters  thus  applied. 

Mr.  Hunter  fays,  the  paralyfis  of  the 
urethra  and  accelerators  mufclesis  fome- 
times  cured  by  blifters,  and  the  internal 
ufe  of  cantharides  *5  but  it  muft  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  thefe  were  manifeftly  para- 
lytic affections,  not  of  the  true,  but  of 
the  fpurious  kind  ; and  the  practice  can- 
not hence  be  confidered  of  general  ufe  in 
palfies.  How  often  have  we  feen  the 
Bath- waters  fucceed,  more  or  lefs,  in 
chronic  palfies,  when  blifters  and  irritat- 
ing remedies  have  failed  ? Which  is  evi- 
dence  of  their  being  deftitute  of  proper- 
ties neceffary  to  accomplifh  'a  cure  ; and 
is  it  not  therefore  foreign  to  the  purpofe 
to  make  ufe  of  them  ? 

The  internal  ufe  of  cantharides  has  Cantha- 
long  been  recommended  in  palfies,  on  a ntk"' 
fuppofition  of  their  being  ferviceable  by 
their  attenuating  and  irritating  property : 
but  I apprehend  they  would  have  been 

# O11  Yen.  Difeafe,  p.  166. 
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more  generally  employed,  in  the  great 
length  of  time  they  have  been  fpoken  of, 
had  they  been  fuccefsfnl.  I have  feveral 
times  feen  them  have  a fair  trial,  by 
being  given  till  they  brought  on  the 
ftranguryj  yet,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
I never  favv  any  good  effed  arife  from 
their  ufe  when  taken  by  themfelves.  In 
the  man’s  cafe  at  Lichfield  there  is  not 
any  thing  to  be  faid  in  their  favor.  They 
excoriated  the  urethra,  but  without  in- 
creafing  nervous  energy  ; and  in  the  cafe 
mentioned  in  the  firit  volume  of  the  Me- 
moirs of  the  Medical  Society  of  London, 
the  only  fymptoms  of  their  adion  feemed 
to  evince,  that  they  had  excoriated  and 
inflamed  the  bladder ; and  if  what  we 
have  faid  is  true,  irritating  and  inflaming 
cannot  poflibly  animate  the  nerves.  ' Sup- 
pofing  them  to  irritate  the  nerves,  where 
the  will  has  loll  its  command,  I will  be 
bold  to  a (Terr,  that  fpafms,  or  more  vio- 
lent convulfions,  will  be  the  confequence, 
i/  the  nerves  are  capable  of  fenfation ; 

which. 
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wiiich,  in  my  opinion,  is  an  irrefragable 
argument  againfl  all  irritating  remedies 
in  this  difeafe;  lo  that  they  may  do  in- 
jury, in  a true  palfy,  without  a poffibility 
of  doing  good. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  aiked,  if 
irritating  remedies  do  no  good,  in  this 
inftance,  and  fedative  ftitnulants  cure  this 
palfy,  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  lead.  Lead, 
which  is  a powerful  fedative,  occafions 
this  difeafe  in  the  extremities  of  thofe, 
who  either  drink  lead  dilfolved  in  cyder, 
or  who,  working  in  lead  mines,  fwallow 
the  fumes  of  this  mineral  * ? 

To  which  we  may  anfwer,  that  lead  is 
of  a cold  nature  -f-,  without  any  refto* 
rative  property,  or  animating  warmth, 
which  opium,  and  the  remedies  recom- 
mended, pofiefs.  Or  fuppofe  it  is  faid, 
have  not  we  abundance  of  inftances, 
which  prove,  that  a folution  of  opium, 

• It  is  well  known  the  fame  holds  good  in  many 
other  metals. 

t T he  extratt  of  lead,  added  to  cream,  creates  an 
extreme  cold  mixture. 

applied 
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applied  to  bare  nerves,  brings  on  a palfy 
of  the  neighbouring  mufcles  ?•  It  may 
with  equal  truth  be  obferved,  that  an 
over  dofe  of  opium,  given  inwardly, 
brings  on  convulfions,  and  death  $ and 
yet  we  know  that  this  drug,  in  a mode- 
rate quantity,  both  exhilarates  the  fpirits, 
and  appeafes  tumults  in  the  brainular 
fyftem  * j whence  it  appears  to  have  an 
animating  and  fedative  property  j and 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  but,  by  invigo- 
Opium,  rating  and  quieting,  it  relieves  the  difor- 
dered  Hate  of  the  nerves,  which  mull 
neceffarily  happen  in  this  difeafe;  and  we 
know  from  long  ufe  in  the  cure  of  exter- 
nal diforders,  where  the  parts  want  life 
and  vigor,  that  the  clafs  of  remedies  re- 
commended invigorates  them,  regulates 
the  aclion  of  the  nerves,  and  frequently 
reftores  them  to  their  proper  office  -f*. 

* Read  Jones  on  the  conftant  effedt  of  opium  ufed 
internally  in  a moderate  dofe.  Chap.  4.  p.  20. 

Myfteries  of  opium  revealed.  He  fays  he  has 
known  it  to  cure  a palfy,  p.  34. 

t For  inftance,  if  the  ftidticum  is  applied  to  a cold 

indolent 
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Again,  it  may  be  faid,  did  not  the 

Baron  Van  Swieten  * cure  palfies  with 

' 1 1 

irritating  remedies,  by  giving  a drachm 
of  the  volatile  fait  of  hartfhorn  frequently 
in  diftilled  lavender  water,  according  to 
the  theory  of  Boerhaave,  who  fuppofed, 
without  proper  limitations,  obftru£tion 
of  morbific  or  vifcid  lymph,  to  be  al- 
ways the  caufe  of  this  difeafe,  when  it 
arofe  from  any  internal  affe&ion  ; and 
that  attenuating  falts  of  the  acrid  kind 
were  neceflary  to  accomplifii  a cure  ? But, 
notwithftanding  the  patient  recovered, 
this  account  is  no  way  fatisfa&ory,  as  a 
precedent  for  general  practice  j becaufe 
it  is  not  fpecified  whether  the  difeafe  was 

1 

a true,  or  a fpurious  palfy,  on  which 
much  depends  j for  though  this  fait  is 

indolent  fwelling,  when  the  cellular  membrane  is 
loaded  with  iaa&ive  lymph,  it  often  fets  it  at  liberty, 
and  occafions  it  being  abforbed,  feemingly  by  ani- 
mating the  nerves  ; for  is  there  any  other  way  that 
this  alteration  can  be  brought  about,  but  by  nervous 
excitement  ? 

* Com.  Se£t.  1068. 
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a very  proper  remedy  in  Tome  kinds  of 
fpurious  palfies,  as  will  hereafter  be  feen ; 
yet  it  will  appear  it  is  not  an  appofite 
remedy  in  difeafes  on  which  we  are 
treating. 

But  admitting  this  inftance  the  Baron 
gives  to  be  a true  pally,  it  is  probable  the 
,redoration  of  health  was  owing  to  the 
other  methods  purfued  at  the  fame  time; 
for  he  cleared  the  primae  vise,  for  fome 
days,  “ with  aloes,  fagapenum,  myrrh, 
*•  and  galbanum,”  and  afterwards  gave 
an  infufion  of  faflafrafs  wood,  rue,  rofe- 
mary,  and  the  like,  which  might  contri- 
bute more  than  the  fait  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  patient;  for  have  not  we 
lately  had  a plain  inftance  *,  where  half 
an  ounce  of  volatile  falts  was  given  in  a 
morning  fading,  dilfolved  in  water  gruel 
in  a paralyfis  for  three  weeks  together, 
without  producing  either  good  or  evil? 
Becaufe,  where  the  cure  depends  upon 
animating  the  nerves,  we  mud  look  to 

* Med.  Soc.  Lond.  vol.  x.  p.  364. 

another 
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another  part  of  the  materia  medica  for 
affiftance ; what  therefore  may  be  the 
event  of  acquiring  a habit  of  giving  them 
in  all  kinds  of  paralytic  affections  with- 
out difcrimination  ? 

-If  cantharides  taken  inwardly  ever  af- 
fiff,  it  muff  be  in  the  fpurious  pally  ; but, 
from  what  we  have  feen,  we  may  doubt 
their  efficacy  ; and  certainly  fafer  and 
more  powerful  deobftruents,  according 
to  the  particular  circumftances,  may  be 
chofen  in  their  place. 

Dr.  Mead  *•  recommended  iffues  in  this  iflues. 
difeafe,  in  preference  to  blitters,  from 
Hippocrates,  who,  he  fays,  advifed  them 
to  be  made  in  eight  places ; but  upon 
turning  to  the  paffage  he  refers  to  -f , if 
I am  not  miffaken,  he  treats  not  of  the 
palfy,  but  on  difeafes  of  the  head  in  ge- 
neral from  plethora,  and  advifes  drains 
being  made  by  the  cautery  ; “ two  about 
“ the  ears,  two  in  the  occiput,  one  on 
“ each  fide  the  nofe  about  the  angles  of 

* Mon  & Med.  f Dc  morb.  lib. 

“ the 


A Commentary  on  Apoplectic 

“ the  eyes ; and  the  veins  (arteries)  about 
“ the  ears  were  to  be  burned  till  their 
“ pulfation  ceafed.”  And  whenever  a 
palfy  arifes  from  congellion,  there  can- 
not be  any  doubt  about  the  propriety  of 
making  ilfues.  We  feldom,  however,  trull 
to  illues  alone,  but  have  commonly  re- 
courfe  at  the  fame  time  to  other  methods 
of  unloading  the  veffels,  &c. 

CASE  XVIII. 

A gentleman  of  a full  relaxed  habit, 
about  fixty  years  of  age,  became  firffc  in- 
dolent, afterwards  dull  and  ftupid,  com- 
plained of  a heavinefs  in  hisJkead;  an 

V «- 

hemiplegia  had  gradually  made  a conli- 
derable  progrefs,  nor  could  he  get  out  his 
words  properly.  The  pupil  of  each  eye 
was  much  dilated,  he  could  not  fee  well, 
and  his  pulfe  was  under  fixty,  and  flug- 
gilh. 

Suppofing  thefe  fymptoms  to  arife  from 
a congellion  of  lymph  in  and  about  the 

brain, 
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brain,  I ordered  a volatile  plaifler  to  the 
whole  head,  a feton  in  the  neck,  a grain 
of  quickfilver  daily  in  ftarch,  and  a 
draught  compofed  of  pepper  mint  water, 
fagapenum,  guaiacum,  and  aether  twice 
a day. 

The  plaifter  occafioned  a large  difcharge 
of  lymph  from  the  head,  the  medicines 
purged  him  daily,  the  feton  did  its  office 
very  well,  ligns  of  amendment  foon  began 
to  appear,  and  by  a letter  I received,  1 had 
the  pleafure  of  being  informed  he  was 

% 

ftill  much  better,  and  had  a profpeCt  of 
getting  well ; but  being  weary  of  medi- 
cine, and  neglecting  its  ufe,  the  difeafe 
again  gained  ground,  and  fatuity  is  the 
confequence. 

CASE  XIX. 

A man  about  forty  years  of  age  was 
gradually  feized  with  a giddinefs  in  his 
head,  which  abated  and  returned  fre- 
quently ; after  fome  time  he  found  his 
right  arm  become  weak,  and  a palfy  fol- 
lowed ; 
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lowed  ; his  legs  alfo  became  almoft  life- 
lefs ; a paralyfis  had  taken  place  in  the 
mu  fetes  of  his  neck,  and  the  pupil  of 
each  eye  was  greatly  dilated. 

Thefe  fymptoms  gave  me  reafon  to 
fufpeft  an  hydrocephalus,  or  a fur  charge 
of  lymph  in  the  head  ; wherefore  I order- 
ed a dofe  of  calomel  to  be  worked  off 
with  jalap  two  or  three  times  at  proper 
diftances,  and  then  a grain  of  quickfilver 
divided  with  flarch  twice  a day,  iiiter- 
pofing  half  an  ounce  of  falts  once  a week  j 
and  a feton  was  made  in  his  neck. 

In  ten  days,  or  a fortnight,  1 law  him 
in  a much  better  ftate ; he  had  taken 
twenty  pills,  and  half  an  ounce  of  falts ; 
but  he  aferibed  his  amendment  to  the 
feton,  and  begged  he  might  have  an  ifTue 
in  each  leg,  which  was  complied  with  ; 
and  in  no  great  length  of  time  he  per- 
fectly recovered  without  farther  trouble. 

Some  doubt,  however,  may  arife,  whe- 
ther the  whole  cure  can  .be  attributed  to 
the  ilfues,  notwithftanding  the  patient 

had 
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ijad  fo  high  an  opinion  of  their  fervice; 
for  the  quantity  of  quickfilver  taken  might 
render  the  lymphatic  fyftem  pervious,  and 
by  occafioning  abforption,  put  an  end  to 
the  diforder.  HOweverj  in  paralytic  af- 
fections, arifing  from  a metaftalTs  upon 
the  brain,  or  from  fwellings  in  the  coats 
of  the  nerves,  I think  they  may  be  ufe- 
ful,  if  made  near  to  the  affeCted  part ; 
and  I fuppok  it  is  to  the  drain  they  make, 
that  they  are  fometimes  ufeful  to  the 
curved  fpine.  But,  in  a true  pally,  they 
fcemingly  cannot  afford  relief  j as  unload- 
ing the  nerves,  where  there  is  no  morbid 
matter  to  be  difcharged,  will  not  bring 
back  nervous  energy. 

Bleeding  is  feldom  indicated  in  the  true  Bleed- ^ 
palfy  ; for  by'  weakening  nervous  energy,  nc«f- 
I apprehend  it  would  do  harm  ; but 
in  a fpurious  palfy,  when  inflammatory 
fymptoms  occur,  blood  may  be  taken 
away  with  a profpeCt  of  advantage 

* .Sanguinis  detra&io  vel  occidit  vel  liberat.  Celfds. 
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Ele&ricity  has  been  thought  capable 
of  relieving  this  malady  ; medical  electri- 
cians have  entertained  great  hopes  of  it  j 

/ 

but  they  have  omitted  to  diftinguifh  the 
paralytic  cafes,  in  which  it  is  moft  likely 
to  be  iuccefsful.  Knowing  that  it  pow- 
erfully promotes  the  circulation  of  all 
forts  of  fluids  in  the  body,  and  that  the 
nerves  are  conductors  of  the  eleCtrical 
aura,  l was  defirous  of  giving  it  a trial  j 
but  though  I have  tifed  it,  and  known  it 
ufed  many  times,  I never  yet  perceived 
any  benefit  to  refult  from  it  in  the  true 
palfy.  In  this  inftance  there  is  fomething 
more  to  be  done,  than  to  promote  a mo- 
tion in  the  fluids  palling  through  the 
nerves  j they  mufl:  be  aflilted,  as  we  have 
obferved,  with  remedies  capable  of  renew- 
ing thofe  powers,  which  enable  them  to 
perform  their  own  office  ; otherwife,  put- 
ting the  fluids  into  motion  for  a time, 
will  be  followed  with  the  fame  confe- 
quences  as  winding  up  a watch,  when  the 
main  fpring  is  injured  or  broken. 

The 
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The  Baron  Van  Swieten  has  copied  an 
ihftance  from  Jallabert  *,  “ where  the 
“ right  arm,  as  he  fays,  had  been  paralytic 
“ fourteen  years.  After  the  cure  bad 
**  been  attempted  in  vain  by  other  reme- 
“ dies,  and  the  infenfibility  of  the  part 

“ affefted,  its  livid  colour,  and  wafting, 

, 

*c  afforded  a very  unfavourable  prognofis; 

. 

“ yet,  after  ten  days,  the  fenfe  of  feeling 
ft  returned  to  the  part,  it  increafed  in  its 
bulk,  and  was  reftored  to  its  natural 
“ colour.  And  by  the  continual  ufe  of 
<c  electrifying,  the  muffles,  which  before 
“ were  paralytic,  gradually  recovered 
c{  their  ftrength  1”  which  is  truly  a mar- 
vellous cafe,  and  I think  we  fhall  never 
fee  the  like  again. 

• Even  the  modern  writers  on  medical 
electricity  go  great  lengths,  but  not  quite 
fo  far  as  Jallabert ; they  are  content  with 
telling  us,  for  inftance,  that  eleCtricity 
has  cured  the  gutta  ferena,  and  hence 

* Comment.  1068. 
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conclude  it  to  be  a powerful  antiparaly- 
tic j while  others,  from  trials,  have  no 
faith  in  it,  and  think,  in  fome  inftances, 
it  has  mifchievous  effects. 

Now  both  Tides  may  be  right,  in  fomQ- 
degree,  under  different  circumftances.  In 
a true  palfy,  I believe,  it  will  do  no  good; 
if  improperly  ufed,  it  may  do  mifchief > 
but  in  a fpurious  palfy,  where  rendering 
the  veflels  pervious,  is  the  main  thing 
required  from  art,  it  may  do  fervice,  where 
the  fluids  are  capable  of  being  put  into 
motion  ; whereas,  in  confirmed  obftruc- 
tions,  may  not  the  eledtric  aura  pafs 
- round  or  through  them  without  occafion- 
ing  any  alteration  ? I can  eafily  believe  it 
to  have  cured  a gutta  ferena,  becaufe  it 
has  been  repeatedly  cured  by  the  deob- 
ffruent  property  of  fmall  dofes  of  mer- 
cury, when  owing  to  fimple  obflrudtion 
fucceeding  inflammation,  &c.  whereas 
when  the  difeafe  arifes  from  a defedl  of 
nervous  power,  neither  mercury  nor  elec- 
tricity arc  ufeful,  When  a flream  of  the 

eledfric 
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electric  aura  Is  made  to  pafs  through  a 
particular  part,  or  even  through  the  whole 
body,  it  is  very  well  known  it  feemingly 
produces  no  fort  of  mifehiefj  but  when 
an  eleftric  fhock  is  given  in  the  true  palfy, 
it  may  do  harm  by  increafing  the  derange- 
ment, which  has  already  taken  place.  We 
fee  accidental  conculfions  of  the  brain  or 
nerves  fometimes  occalion  death  ; and 
what  reafon  is  thereto  expert  relief  from 
concuflion  of  the  brain,  occafioned  by  ail 
eleftrical  machine  ? 

Experimental  phiiofophers  tell  us,  that 
lightning  and  the  ele&ric  fpark  are  the 
fame  thing,  becaufe  they  produce  fimilar 
effects  : All  know  the  former  fometimes 
kills,  and  when  lefs  violent,  it  has  brought 
on  a palfy  *;  In  like  manner  an  ele&rical 
fhock  has  been  known  to  kill  fmall  ani- 
mals ; and  an  increafed  palfy  has  mani- 
feftly  been  the  confequence  of  its  appli- 
cation f . When  Dr.  Franklin  complain- 

* Mem-  Med.  Soc.  vol  2.  p.  226. 
t Cavallo’s  Complete  Treatife,  p.  86: 

M3  , cd 
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ed  of  want  of  fuccefs  in  palftes  * with 
this  remedy,  it  is  faid  the  fhocks  he  ufed 
were  too  violent ; and  ftrong  fhocks  I be- 
lieve are  now  laid  afide.  Nor  have  I any 
idea  that  gentle  fhocks  or  fparks,  by  agi- 
tating the  nerves  in  the  true  palfy,  do  any 
good  : I think  they  are  more  likely  to  be 

injurious,  though  perhaps  in  the  fpurious 

\ 

palfy  advantage  may  arife  from  their 
ufe  -f*. 

It  has  been  faid  to  relieve  the  rheuma- 
tifrn  ; and  it  probably  may  fometimes  be 
ferviceable  in  paralytic  affe&ions  arifing 
from  that  complaint : But  were  a palfy  -| 
to  be  brought  on  by  the  nervous  rheuma - 
tijm  J,  opium,  the  fedative  gums,  cam- 
phor, &c.  would  be  better  remedies  j and 
even  in  the  paralyfis  arifing  from  the  dregs 
of  the  inflammatory  rheumatifm,  it  re- 
mains yet  to  be  determined,  how  far  it 

* Cavallo  on  Medical  Electricity,  p.  155  °r  his 
Complete  Treatife. 

f See  a fpurious  palfy  cured  by  electricity.  Lond, 
Med.  Journ.  vol.  5. 

| Med.  Surg.  vol.  1.  p.  4.14. 
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ought  to  have  preference  to  thofe  re- 
medies of  known  efficacy,  and  with  whole 
virtues  we  are  well  acquainted. 

More  dependance  is  to  be  had  on  the  Rath 

. waters. 

Bath  waters,  which  have  fo  long  been 

\ • 

celebrated  for  the  cure  of  this  complaint, 
when  it  has  withllood  the  power  of  com- 
mon remedies,  and  become  chronical ; 
nor  is  the  objection  Dr.  Mead  % raifed 
againlt  them  able  to  Hand  the  tell  of 
inquiry ; for  the  Bath  phyficians  have 
fhewn-f*,  that  the  calling  back,  as  it  were, 
of  the  apoplexy  is  not  their  ufuaj  effects. 

Indeed  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  dodfor 
himfelf  confelfes  the  utility  of  thefe  wa- 
ters in  the  cure  of  the  pally  ; for  he  fays 
“ their  chief  virtue  confifts  in  a certain 
“ mineral  heat,  whereby  they  warm  and 
<{  cherifh  the  ftomach  and  inteftines 
and  if  to  this  we  add  their  power  of  re- 
moving obftructions  of  the  vifcera,.  the 

* Mon.  Med. 

f Charlton’s  Inquiry,  &c.  and  the  Narrative  of 
the  Efficacy  of  the  Bath  waters. 
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feat  often  of  the  difeafe,  there  will  but 
little  doubt  remain  of  their  having  pro- 
perties adapted  to  the  cure  of  this  com- 
plaint j and  accordingly  we  meet  with 
feveral  cafes,  in  true  palfies,  in  which  they 
are  fuccefsful. 

Neverthelefs,  frojn  the  accounts  pub- 
lilhed  by  Dr.  Charleton  in  1770,  and  by 
the  Bath  phyficians  in  1787,  it  appears 
that  the  greateft  number  of  invalids  of 
this  kind,  who  prefent  themfelves  for  re- 
lief, are  affedted  with  fpurious  palfies*; 
and  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  waim 
feathing  is  well  adapted  to  the  cure  of  pa- 
ralytic affedions  a riling  from  cold  and 
damp,  fudden  check  of  perfpiration,  rheu- 
matifm,  and  whatever  occafions  obftruc- 
tion,  and  thefe  fprings  are  more  valuable 
as  they  fometimes  relieve  both  kinds  of 

* Dr.  Charleton  gives  an  account  of  twenty-fix 
cafes,  nineteen  of  which,  at  leaft,  were  fpurious,  and 
feven  true  palfies.  In  the  account  from  the  Bath 
phyficians  and  furgeons,  out  of  fifty-two  cafes,  fix- 
teen  were  true,  and  thirty-fix  fpurious  palfies, 

this 
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i i 

this  complaint,  when  they  become  too 

confirmed  and  obftinate  for  common 

/ , 

remedies. 

People  field  am  prefent  themfielves  for 
relief  in  chronic  palfiies  in  private  prac- 
tice : for  if  the  firft  efforts,  to  afford  a 
cure,  are  not  fuccefsful,  the  cafe  is  com- 
monly given  up,  unlefis  the  patient  can 
get  to  Bath  ; and  I have  had  but  few  op- 
portunities of  trying  the  effect  of  opium 
in  this  flate.  I have  noticed  two,  one  of 
which  was  much  amended,  and  in  the 
other  we  had  perfect  fuccefs ; yet,  I am 
fearful  there  are  alterations  to  be  brought 
about  in  the  cure  of  chronic  palfies,  which 
opium  by  itfelf  is  often  incapable  of  ac- 
complifhing  j for  though  it  may  animate 
the  nerves,  &c.  it  may  not  have  the  power 
of  removing  the  impediments  to  motion, 
which  is  the  confequence  of  long  conti- 
nued inadfion. 

Perhaps  an  union  of  opium  and  Bath 
waters  might  be  more  powerful  than  ei- 
ther alone ; but  it  muff  be  time  and 


expe- 


Tjo  A Commentary  on  Apoplectic 

experience  that  can  determine  whether 
this  conjecture  is  well  founded  or  not. 
We  have  given  one  or  two  cafes  * above, 

which  feem  to  favour  fuch  kind  of 

practice. 

9 See  note  p.  io'q. 
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PART  II.  SECTION 

On  topical  applications  in  paralytic  af- 
fections. 

nroPiCAL  remedies  are  chiefly  ufeful 
in  locai  palfles ; and  in  thefe  their 
fervices  are  fometimes  eminent.  We  may 
remember  the  Baron  Van  Swieten  *,  fe- 
veral  times,  as  he  fays,  happily  cured  a 
palfy  of  the  arms,  fucceeding  the  cholic 
of  Poi&ou,  by  fri&ion,  aromatic  plafters, 
&c.  applied  to  the  belly  only  ; becaufe  the 
difeafe  had  its  origin  in  the  nerves  of  the 
abdomen.  This  is  the  parefis  e cholica , 
fo  well  known,  and  thofe  muft  have  made 
but  little  obfervation,  who  are  not  aware, 
that  various  difeafes  of  the  abdominal  vif- 
cera  affe£l  the  limbs ; and  that  by  remov- 
ing this  complaint  a cure  is  accomplifli- 
pd  f*,  but  this  we  apprehend  is  fooner  and 

* Comment.  Sedt.  1070,  fub  finem. 

■f  See  Med.  Surg.  Sympathy  of  the  nerves. 
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better  effeded  by  the  affiftance  of  tha 
treatment  we  have  fpoken  of,  than  by  ex-i 
terqal  applications  alone. 

i 

CASE  XX. 

A paralyfis  of  the  legs  was  brought  on 
by  the  rheumatifm  fixing  upon  the  abdo- 
men, and  its  contents ; and  was  cured  by 
a few  dofes  of  calomel,  and  pills  compofed 
of  gum  fagapenum,  gum  guaiacum,  and 
opium,  together  with  an  anodyne  lotion 
to  the  affeded  part  j and  were  any  other 
local  palfy  to  happen,  topical  remedies 
might  be  fufficient. 

But  when  the  difeafe  is  feated  in  the 
head,  what  is  to  be  expeded  from  topical 
applications  to  the  extremities  ? The  man 
whofecafe  we  have  mentioned  in  part  iff, 
fedion  6th,  cafe  the  fixth,  had  an  incura- 
ble hemiplegia  from  the  cicatrix  which 
followed  the  lacerated  wounds  in  the  ci- 
neritious  part  of  his  brain,  Living  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  a gentleman,  who 
wilhed  to  alleviate  the  Bufferings  of  man- 
kind^ 
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kind,  and  whokept  a difpenfary  for  this  pu  f- 
pofe,  every  external  application,  that  could 
be  thought  on,  was  applied  to  the  para- 
lytic  parts ; he  was  frequently  electrified 
till  his  hands  and  fingers  became  red,  and 
various  internal  remedies  were  given  j 
but  all  without  benefit. 

Here  we  are  certain  to  what  caufe  the 
hemiplegia  was  owing ; and  of  the  im- 
probability of  giving  relief  to  the  paraly- 
tic part,  by  topical  remedies  applied  at  a 
didance.  And  will  not  the  event  be  the 
fame,  when  the  difeafe  is  feated  in  the 
head,  from  a defeat  in  a portion  of  the 
brain,  as  defcribed  by  Morgagni  in  his  dif- 
fedtions  ? In  the  palfy  from  lead,  we  ne- 
ver applied  embrocations  to  the  limbs, 
being  at  fo  great  a distance  from  the  feat 
of  the  difeafe  j and  yet  the  patient  got 
well , becaufe  the  original  caufe  was  fubd  ued. 

Celfus  * advifed  to  irritate  the  fkin-f*  of 
the  benumbed  part  with  nettles,  or  by 

* Lib.  3,  cap.  27. 
t Sic,  ut  ubi  rubere  caeperit  corpus. 
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keeping  mu  ft  arc!  upon  it  till  the  pari 
began  to  look  red,  when  they  may  be  re- 
moved ; and  this  pradfice,  without  being 
limited,  has  been  upon  his  authority  ever 
fince  continued,  to  reftore  fenfibility  and 
motion,  to  the  affedbed  limb.  We  are 
to  remember,  however,  that  an  increafe  o£ 
fenfibility  is  feldom  wanted.*  Nettles  have  ' 
been  applied*  till  they  produced  a burn- 
ing heat  and  fevere  pain,  without  any  ad- 
vantage. I never  have  been  able  to  dif- 
cover  that  the  application  of  muftard  did 
any  good  in  a true  palfy.  In  this  cafe,  I 
believe,  the  green  ointment  and  ftrong 
fpirit  of  vitriol  *j-,  have  not  been  more  fer- 
viceable  : Nor  do  I ever  remember  to  have 
feen  any  kind  of  fervice  from  making  a 
paralytic  part  red,  by  irritating  topics,  in 
the  true  palfy.  If  the  difeafe  be  feated  in 
the  head,  how  can  it  be  expected,  for  the 
feafons  juft  given  ? This  pradbice  feems  to 
have  been  taken  up  at  firft  fight,  and  fince 

* Home’s  Clin.  Exper.  p.  245,  Expcr.  8. 
f Med.  Monit.  left.  2. 
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Continued  without  ever  being  properly  ex- 
amined ; and  we  will  beg  leave  to  inquire 
what  end  is  anfwered  by  making  the  part 
red  in  this  complaint,  when  owing  to  a 
defedt  in  the  fubftance  of  the  brain. 

Rednefs,  every  body  knows,  is  owing  to 
blood  being  invited  into  the  lymphatics, 
which  before  did  not  carry  red  blood  j 
but  it  rauft  be  remembered,  that  blood  in 
a natural  Rate  never  enters  the  brain  or 
nerves ; and  were  it  any  way  to  be  forced 
into  them,  it  would  certainly  do  injury. 
It  may  be  faid,  however,  that  it  brings 
Warmth  into  the  part  j but  paralytic  limbs 
are  often  very  warm,  and  yet  it  is  no  fign 
of  recovery  ; for  they  do  not  oftener  re- 
cover than  thofe  that  are  otherwife.  The 
old  man,  who  endured  a palfy  in  one  of 
his  arms  for  more  than  fifty  years,  had 
always  a regular  warmth  and  a regular 
pulfe  in  it  j and  when  I faw  .him,  it  was 
in  a Rate  of  perfpiration,  and  yet  emaci- 
ated. Nor  does  warmth,  when  artificially 
applied,  make  any  alteration  for  the  bet- 
ter, 
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ter  •*,  for  we  fee,  when  warm  fomenta- 
tions, or  fimple  water  made  hot,  are  ap- 
plied in  a true  palfy,  they  anfwer  no  good 
end.  Or  were  we  to  fuppofe  that  they 
brought  a greater  flow  of  nervous  fluid 

into  the  part,  what  can  be  expected  from 

• \ • 

it,  when  the  nerves  themfelves  are  incapa- 
ble of  conducting  it  to  its  proper  office  ? 

A 

EleCtrical  experiments  occaflon  rednefs  in 
a palfied  limb  ; and  no  doubt  move  the 
nervous  fluid  through  the  nerves  j yet 
they  prove  abortive,  for  the  reafons  al- 
ready given.  Befides,  if  irritating  was  to 
bring  a flux  which  overloaded  the  nerves, 
would  it  not  tend  to  interrupt  their  office  ? 
If  inflammation  was  to  be  brought  on,  in- 
ftead  of  rednefs,  it  would  be  contrary  to 
nature,  who  I believe  never  accomplifhes 
her  work  by  preternatural  means  -j*.  Be- 

$ The  render  will  pleafe  to  keep  his  eye  in  this 
reading  on  the  true  palfy. 

t It  is  faid  the  immediate  union  of  divided  parts, 
is  accomplilhcd  by  inflammation.  We  apprehend  it 
is  owing  to  another  caufe,  to  be  fpoken  of  in  the 
third  volume  of  Med.  Surgery. 
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Tides  inflammation  always  leaves  the  part 
more  or  lefs  weak,  and  thus  lcfiens  ner- 
vous energy  -j-. 

To  apply  topics,  in  paralytic  affe&ions, 

■with  propriety,  the  fpecies  Should  be  fiilt 
diftinguifhed  ; for  it  cannot  be  fuppofed 
that  the  fame  application  is  proper  in 
each  of  them,  fri&ion  with  a warm  hand, 
excepted,  and  this  may  be  a flirted  with 
Suitable  external  remedies;  nor  is  it  any 
way  difficult  to  diftinguifli  betwixt  a 
true  and  a fpurious  pally,  by  the  rules 
above  laid  down. 

If  the  head  is  quite  clear  in  the  true 
palfy,  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  it 
is  not  the  feat  of  the  difeafe;  and  that 
being  unaffedled,  topics,  to  the  affe&ed 
part,  may  be  ufed  with  fome  proipe£t  of 
fuccefs ; but  I am  perfuaded  different  kinds 
of  remedies  mult  be  chofen  to  thofe  in 
common  ufe.  The  limbs  may  be  wrapped 
in  powders  compofed  of  bark,  myrrh,  gum 
benzoin,  camphor,  opium,  &c.  or  plafters, 

f See  Cafe  16.  Part  2.  Sed.  5. 
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or  fumigations  made  of  the  fame  kind 

• ft  ] 

of  ingredients,  may  be  applied  for  the 
purpole  of  animating  the  nerves.  But 

when  the  diforder  has  been  of  long  con-  ; 

. 

tinuance,  and  fome  kind  of  fpihitude  in 
the  juices  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  formed;  ! 
the  tincture  of  balfam  of  Peru,  made 
with  the  volatile  aromatic  fpirit  * (inftead 
of  fpirit  of  wine,)  and  laudanum,  may 
prove,  as  I have  experienced,  an  ufe'ful* 
litus. 

In  the  fpurious  palfy,  attenuating  re- 
medies fhould  make  part  of  the  applica-- 
tion  ; becaufe  the  lymph,  in  the  affeded': 
part,  fometimes  becomes  vifcid,  and  de- 
obftruents  are  required  to  render  the 
veffels  pervious,  and  to  promote  abforp- 
tion.  Blifters,  in  this  inftance,  by  their 
attenuating  property,  do  fervice  ; nor  is 
there  danger  of  their  doing  milchiefj 
becaufe  the  nerves  themfelves  are  not 
difcafed.  In  the  rheumatic  paralyfis,  for 
example,  this  treatment  is  proper;  but 

* Spt.  Ammoniac,  camp.  nov.  phar. 
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it  muft  be  obferved,  “ in  a rheumatic 
palfy,  attended  with  a numbnefs  of 
•*  the  elbow,  with  (hooting  pains  that 
“ extended  to  the  end  of  the  fingers,  the 
tx  hand  and  arm,  cold  and  ufelefs,  and 
“ the  fingers  contrafled  ; that  after  fome 
u months  trial  of  the  Bath  waters,  and 
unguents  compofed  of  camphor,  opium, 
and  neats  foot  oil,  the  patient  was 
“ cured  by  a litus  compofed  of  Bates’S 
u anodyne  balfam,  and  Thebaic  tin£lure, 
u equal  parts ; the  fingers,  which  had 
4‘  obftinately  refilled  whatever  means  had 
4t  been  ufed,  gave  way,  after  two  or  three 
u embrocations,  and  the  patient  was  dif- 
“ charged  the  hofpital  cured 

Pain  fometimes  feizes  the  parts  about 
the  head  of  the  os  humeri,  dr  os  femoris, 
and  a palfy  in  the  arm  or  leg  is  the  con- 
sequence j the  ufelefs  member  not  uncom- 

* Narrative  of  the  effe£ts  of  Bath  waters  by  the 
phyftcians,  See.  at  Bath,  p,  48.  It  is  worth  while 
to  contraft  this  pra&ice  with  that  of  ufing  irritating 
topics. 
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monly  hanging  loofe  from  the  body  like 
a thre  flier's  flail.  The  caufe  of  pain  is, 

I think,  no  doubt,  the  caufe  of  the  palfy  ■, 
and  this  probably  arifes  from  a diftenflon 
or  obftrudtion  of  the  nerves  feated  in  the 
ligaments  and  membranes  about  the  joint. 
It  refembles  a fciatica,  but  more  violent 
in  its  effects,  though  it  will  now  and  then 
give  way  to  a fimilar  kind  of  treatment. 

The  remedies  1 have  found  moft  effec- 
tual in  thefe  cafes,  after  purging  with 
calomel,  &c.  are  fmall  dofes  of  divided- 
quickfilver,  opium,  and  fpirit  of  turpen- 
tine, with  the  volatile  plafter  I have  elfe- 
where  fpoken  of;  afterwards  a plafter 
compofed  of  pitch,  opium,  camphor,  crude 
fal  ammoniac,  elfential  oils,  &c.  applied 
to  the  affected  parr,  will  often  do  good 
fervice ; or  fometimes  a lotion  of  Barba- 
does  tar,  and  the  volatile  aromatic  fpirit, 
or  the  volatile  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac, 
fliould  be  ufed,  where  we  fufpeft,  from 
length  of  time,  & c.  attehuants  are  re- 
quired ; for  I know  very  well  this  bitu- 
men. 
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men,  befides  other  properties,  is  a very 
powerful  diflolver  of  thickened  lymph  *, 
and  I have  accordingly  ufed  it,  under  the 
prefent  circumftances,  with  confiderable 
advantage ; nor  do  we  neglect  both  ex- 
i ternal  and  internal  tonics,  when  ftrength- 
ening  the  part  becomes  neceffary. 

I have  very  frequently  feen  this  difeafe  in 
! children,  without  pain,  who  generally  get 
well;  but  much  time  is  often  required  for  the 
' purpofe,  though  I have  in  my  eye  one,  or  l 
believe  two  cafes  of  this  fort,  where  medi- 
1 cines,  the  Bath  waters  upon  the  fpot,  and 
all  the  applications  that  could  be  thought 
on,  have  not  availed. 

Some  writers  fpeak  of  the  cold  bath  in 
ithecureof  this  complaint,  but  I believe 
■ it  to  be  an  edged  tool,  that  ihould  be 

handled  with  caution  ; for  I very  well 

/ 

Si  ’ 

* I have  known  it  cure  the  tumors  ariftng  from 
vifcid  lymph  in  horfes  legs,  called  wind  galls  ; and 
whoever  has  feen  them  opened  muft  know  the  glu- 
1 t'npus  lymph  they  contain  requires  a moft  powerful 
attenuant  to  diflolve  it,  &c. 
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remember  a middle  aged  man,  to  whom- 
it  had  done  irreparable  mifchief. 

Were  a glowing  warmth  to  follow  its 
ufe,  1 fhould  expect  it  to  do  fervice  ; but 
if  coldnefs  enfues,  injury  would  molt  pro- 
bably be  the  confequence.  It  mgy  chiefly 
have  been  employed  in  the  convalefcent 
ftate  of  the  fpurious  kind  of  this  malady  $ 
for  when  the  vifcid  fluids  are  attenuated, 
and  fet  at  liberty,  it  may  complete  the 
recovery,  by  ftrcngthening  the  conftitu- 
tion.  But  fhould  an  amendment  any  way 
fliew  itfelf  in  a true  palfy,  I fee  no  reafon 
for  employing  fo  hazardous  a remedy. 

The  above  hints  may  readily  be  ex- 
tended by  men  of  fcience  to  all  that  is 
connected  with  the  fubjecA  ; and,  I trufl, 
it  will  be  found  that  1 have  not  built  on 
the  fandy  foundation  of  fpeculative  theory, 
but  on  the  rock  of  plain  Ample  fafts. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

A Jkort  recapitulation  of  that  part  of  the 
above  doBrine , which  relates  to  apoplexy  and 
coma,  to  bring  the  comparifon  betwixt  them 
into  a nearer  point  of  view. 

T HE  nervous  apoplexy  is  a difeafe 
fui  generis , which  more  or  lefs  in- 
jures the  principles  of  life*,  arifing,  in 
appearance,  from  an  apoplectic  dia-thefis 
in  the  brainular  fyftem, 

* 1 1 ' ’ ‘ V 4 ’ • ; » < « >. 

1 

On  the  contrary,  the  difeafe  we  call  a 
coma  (fomnolentum)  is  occafioned  by  a de- 
tention of  the  brain,  from  a congeftion 
either  of  blood,  lymph,  or  feruiti,  not  yet 
extravafated  ; which  may  either  be  owing 
to  an  impervioufnefs  in  the  brain  it  felt, 
or  to  the  fluids  which  belong  to  it,  be-’ 
coming  incapable  of  pafling  through  the 
veflels  of  this  part.  When  further  ad- 

* Trallian. 

N 4. 
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yanced,  we  fometimes  meet  with  extra- 
v a fated  blood  and  ferum,  from  a rupture 
qf  the  vdfds ; but  this,  indead  of  putting 
a period  to  life,  is  only  the  confequence 
of  tiie  caufe  of  death,  and  upon  enquiry 
will  be  found  not  to  be  apoplectic  or  a 
hidden  affection,  but  a d ilea  fed  date  of 
the  brain,  or  the  velfels  conneded  with 
it,  or  more  frequently  both  together*. 


* Among  many  other  inftanccs  to  be  met  with  in 
the  fame  author,  we  will  give  an  abftradt  of  a cafe 
in  point,  from  the  fi x t i e t h letter  of  Morgagni,  arti- 
cle the  fourth.  “ A man  rather  fat,  was  feized  a 
“ third  time  with  an  apoplexy,  and  died.  The  vef- 
“ fels  about  the  head  were  turgid.  Upon  opening 
“ the  fcull,  a confiderable  quantity  of  black  blood 
“ flowed  out  from  the  infundibulum.  It  had  alfo 
“ diftended  the  veffels  parting  through  the  pia  mater, 
“which  inverts  the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum.  In 
‘ ' the  middle  of  the  left  hemifphere,  a fmall  quanti- 
“ ty  of  blood  was  extravafated,  and  alfo  a great 
“ quantity  In  all  the  ventricles,  Sic.  which  were  laf- 
“ cerated  and  corrupted,  but  without  any  difagree- 
“ able  fmell.”  Andean  it  be  poflible  tohefitateai 
moment,  in  deciding  whether  death  was  occafioned; 
by  the  extravafated  blood,  or  the  rotten  ftate  of  the .1 
brain  I 
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Nor  is  it  material  whether  this  was  owing 
to  the  tendernefs,  or  oflification  of  the 
arteries,  or  other  parts  within  the  fcull, 
as  Morgagni  has  defcribed,  becaufe  un- 
fortunately they  are  both  mortal  affec- 
tions. 

The  milder  fpecies  of  nervous  apo- 
plexy we  have  feen  fometimes  admits  of 
a cure  and  the  coma,  while  the  juices  are 
only  obftrutted  and  accumulated,  before 
extravafation  happens,  will  alfo  fometimes 
give  way  to  evacuation.  But  if  the  ve- 
hement apoplexy  takes  place,  or  a confi- 
derable  extravafation  happens,  what  can 
be  expected  from  art  ? 

We  alfo  hope,  that  the  diftin&ion  be- 
twixt true  and  fpurious  palfies  will  not 
he  lefs  ufeful;  nor  can  we  in  out  opinion, 
imprefs  thefe  diftindions  too  powerfully 
upon  the  mind  of  thofe  who  are  drawing 
the  outlines  of  future  practice,  becaufe  the 
proper  treatment  feems  to  depend  upon 
their  being  known, 
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Referring  to  page  38  of  the  foregoing  Commentary . 

On  an  Apoplectic  Epilepjy, 

A Healthful  woman,  about  thirty  years 
of  age,  near  the  full  period  of  gefta- 
tion,  was  feized  with  fymptoms  that  par~ 
took  both  of  apoplexy  and  epilepfy.  She 
fell  down  fuddenly,  inftantly  became  in- 
fen fible  to  all  that  pafled,  and  a ftertor 
enfued,  accompanied  with  a hard  vibrat- 
ing pulfe,  and  violent  convulfions.  The 
convulfions  returned  periodically,  and  the 
midwife,  who  was  called  to  her  afiiftance, 
finding  a natural  prefentation  of  the  child, 
was  for  fome  time  in  expedition  of 
a delivery  happening ; but  being  difap- 
pointed,  my  afiiftance  was  defired.  Nor 
had  1 been  in  the  houfe  a quarter  of  an 
hour  before  the  foetus  was  expelled  during 
a fevere  convulfion. 

The  irritating  caufe  being  removed, 

I expedted  fome  mitigation  of  the  fymp- 
toms would  follow,  but  they  continued 

without 
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without  abatement,  and  I therefore  gave 
her  thirty  drops  of  laudanum.  Next 
morning  I faw  her  again  j the  infenfibility, 
ftertor,  and  convulfions  ftill  remained. 
Wherefore,  after  a clyfter,  which  had  a 
proper  effect,  I ordered  twenty  drops  of 
laudanum  to  be  given  every  ten  or  twelve 
hours,  till  I faw  her  again,  or  till  the 
fymptoms  abated.  At  the  end  of  the 
third  day  we  had  manifeftly  gained  ad- 
vantage over  the  difeafe,  and  though  we 
Jeflened  the  dofe  of  laudanum,  yet  in  four 
or  five  days  we  thought  ourfelves  fecure 
of  a recovery,  and  it  accordingly  hap- 
pened. 

This  was  many  years  fince,  and  feem- 
ingly  fupports  the  do&rine  we  have  ad- 
vanced. I well  remember  it  was  the 
fpafms  which  led  me  to  the  ufe  of  opium. 
The  theory  I had  imbibed  at  that  time 
concerning  apoplexies,  and  the  chaos  iji 
which  the  fuhjeft  was  involved,  prevented 
me  from  extending  its  ufe  to  the  cure  of 
that  complaint ; and  after  all,  it  is  hard 

to 
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to  fay  what  fliare  it  had  in  the  recovery 

of  this  patient  j becaufe  the  change  that 
women  undergo  after  delivery,  naturally 
removes  the  irritability  they  poflefs  ill 
parturition,  as  we  have  already  explained 
in  a treatife  on  child-bed  fevers.  There 
is  reafon,  however,  to  think  opium  did 
fervice  in  this  inftance,  becaufe  I appre- 
hend it  is  never  an  inactive  remedy  ; and 
if  it  did  not  do  fervice,  it  would  probably 
have  done  harm.  But  of  all  thefe  things 
the  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf,  and 
accept  the  well-meant  intention  of  the 
author,  in  laying  before  him  the  fads 
which  have  come  to  his  knowledge. 

The  following  cafes  happened  fince 
this  book  went  to  prefs. 

A MASON  55  years  of  age  had  the 
appearance  of  being  convulfed  in  the  face, 
a twitching  of  the  right  arm,  and  a weak- 
nefs  of  the  eve  of  the  fame  fide  followed: 

j * 

but  thefe  fymptoms  being  of  (hort  con- 
tinuance, they  were  difregarded. 


A few 
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A few  days  afterwards  I faw  this  man 
by  accident,  at  which  time  he  complained 
of  an  oppreflion  at  his  flomach,  and  upon 
his  lungs  i and  though  I told  him  what 
ought  to  be  done,  he  (fill  declined  medi- 
cal advice.  However,  in  lefs  than  a week 
I was  defired  to  fee  him,  an  hemiplegia 
having  come  on,  with  a violent  pain  in 
his  head  ; he  had  a final  1 degree  of  fever 
upon  him,  but  his  pulfe  was  rather  weak 
than  ftrong,  and  not  more  than  an  hun- 
dred ftrokes  in  a minute. 

He  was  immediately  purged  with  an 
infufion  of  fena  and  manna,  corrected 
with  the  mild  fjpirit  of  vitriol,  after 
which  the  fpiritus  mindereri  was  given 
at  proper  diftances  for  the  fpace  of 
twelve  hours  ; but  though  it  made 
him  perfpire,  his  difeafe  remained  in 
fiatu  quo.  Upon  this,  a fcruple  of 
^over’s  powder  was  given  every  five  or 
.ix  hours  for  two  days  together,  in  which 
time  his  leg  and  arm  (hewed  great  figns  of 

reco- 
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Recovery  j but  notwithstanding  he  flept 
moftly  while  he  was  taking  this  medicine* 
the  pain  in  his  head  ftill  continued  vio- 
lent ; for  which  reafon  a volatile  fweating 
plafter  * was  applied  to  the  whole  head 
with  defirable  effect.  His  bowels  were 
kept  properly  open,  and  he  took  ten  drops 
of  laudanum,  with  a fcruple  of  valerian 
in  valerian  tea,  three  times  a day  for 
about  a fortnight,  in  which  time  the  pain 
in  his  head  nearly  left  him;  he  has  ac- 
quired a tolerable  ufe  of  his  limbs,  and 
has  every  appearance  of  being  well  in  a 
fhort  time. 

Some  time  before  this  happened,  I was 
called  to  a man  who  was  feized  with  an 
hemiplegia,  accompanied  with  great  pain 
in  his  head.  Before  I faw  him  a bliftef 
had  been  applied  to  the  back  according 
to  common  practice,  and  death  followed 
the  next  day  but  one.  Now,  though  it 

is  very  difficult  to  determine  what  effect 

♦ 

* Med.  Surgery,  vol.  I.  p.  411. 
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the  blifler  had  in  this  cafe  j yet  this  is 
certain,  if  the  practice  under  which  the 
one  man  recovered  was  right,  the  other 
in  a true  palfy  muft  be  wrong. 
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Not  to  be  given  in  the  coma,  from  plethora  72 
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Page  31>  line  7,  for  it  it,  read  it  is.  P.  83,  note  , for  dinturnan,  read 
diuturnam.  P.  98,  ).  6,  in  every  inflame,  read  in  general.  P.  150, 
1.  the  laft,  for  fullies,  read  cords.  P,  170,  note;  for  page  io9}  read 
I03.  P.  176,  note,  after  the  word  reading,  add  a comma.  P.  181* 
1.  9,  ior  geneally,  read  generally.  P.  184,  for  tnatre  read  mater. 


„ LiST  of  that  Part  of  Dr.  Kirkland’s 
WORKS,  which  may  be  had  of  W.  Dawson* 
No.  7,  Pater- nofter-Row. 

Juft  Pullijhed)  in  Odlavo, 

ft  N Inquiry  into  the  Prefent  State  of  Medical 
Surgery;  including  the  Analogy  betwixt  External 
id  Internal  D iforders;  and  the  Infeparability  of  thefe 
ranches  of  the  fame  Profeffion. — Vol.  I.  in  Boards, 
rice  6s.— Vol.  II.  Price  6s.  6d.  in  ditto. — A Third 
olume  is  in  great  Forwardnefs. 

In  Oflavo. 

Thoughts  on  Amputation.  Being  a Supple- 
lent  to  the  Letters  on  Compound  Fractures,  and  a 
iomment  on  Dr.  Bilguer’s  Book  on  this  Operation, 
'o  which  is  added,  A fhort  Essay  on  the  Ufe  of 
)pium  in  Mortifications.  Price  as. 

\ 

In  the  fame  Size , Price  3;.  fewcdy 

A Treatise  on  Child-bed  Fevers,  and  on  the 
lethods  of  preventing  them.  To  which  are  prefixed, 
wo  Differtations ; the  one  on  the  Brain  and  Nerves, 
le  other  on  the  Sympathy  of  the  Nerves,  and  on 
ifferent  Kinds  of  Irritability. 

Where  may  be  had,  Animadversions  on  a late 
"reatife  on  the  Kink-Cough.  To  which  is  annexed. 
Essay  on  that  Disorder.  Price  is.  6d. 
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